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DO FLORIDA MICE (Podomys floridanus) CLIMB TO 
ESCAPE THREATS, OR DO THEY CLIMB ROUTINELY? 

I. Jack Stout 1 , Richard E. Roberts 2 , Alice M. Bard 3 , and Jessica Buchy 1 
department of Biology, University of Central Florida, P.O. Box 
162368, Orlando, Florida 32816-2368 

2 Florida Park Service (retired), PO. Box 1246, 

Hobe Sound, Florida 33475 

3 Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida Park Service, 
1800 Wekiwa Circle, Apopka, Florida 32712 

Introduction 

The Florida mouse {Podomys floridanus ) is one of two mammals 
endemic to Florida (Jones and Layne 1993). Historically the Florida 
mouse was assigned to the genus Peromyscus, the deer mice, and the 
monotypic sub-genus Podomys', Carleton (1980) elevated Podomys to 
genus level based on multiple traits. In comparative studies the Florida 
mouse has been found to swim (King et al. 1968), to be unexceptional in 
nest building (Klein and Layne 1978) and digging (Layne and Ehrhart 
1970) in a laboratory setting, to lack arboreal tendencies (King et al. 
1968; Layne 1970), and to be closely tied to gopher tortoise ( Gopherus 
polyphemus) burrows as the location for a secondary burrow system 
assumed to be wholly or in part of its own making (Layne 1990; Jones 
and Franz 1990). Layne (1990) has summarized the mix of behavioral 
attributes of the Florida mouse as shaping perhaps the most terrestrial 
of the regional peromyscines. 

Here we describe and discuss the arboreal habits of Florida mice. 
Photographs of climbing deer mice grace the frontispiece or cover of two 
seminal works devoted to the genus Peromyscus (King 1968; Kirkland 
and Layne 1989). Vertical use of habitat structure is regarded as a 
potential way to avoid competition between or among co-occurring small 
mammals in otherwise horizontal space (e.g., Harney and Dueser 1987). 
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We report three examples of climbing by Florida mice in response to live 
trapping and experimental manipulations and review the implications 
of these and past studies of Podomys using vertical space. 

Results 

Our first example of climbing by a Florida mouse was observed 
in sand pine scrub on the undeveloped portion of the campus of the 
University of Central Florida, Orange County, Florida. The observation 
in 1982 was made in the course of a food supplementation experiment 
when a pregnant, adult female Florida mouse was discovered in a 
feeding container attached to the bole of a sand pine (Pinus clausa ) 
about 1.5 m above ground (Young and Stout 1986). This observation 
showed a near-term pregnant female could and would climb for a food 
resource; however, our example is subject to the criticism that the 
sunflower seeds served as a lure (Manville et al. 1992). 

We observed our second example of climbing in sand pine scrub on 
the Atlantic coastal ridge at Jonathan Dickinson State Park near Hobe 
Sound, Florida. At that site, in the period from 1986 until 2014, we 
released 357 individual Florida mice on 690 occasions from a trapping 
grid and observed climbing behavior by one individual on two occasions 
(Fig. 1A). In the first instance, on 23 March 1999, an adult female upon 



Figure 1. A) Florida mouse perched in a myrtle oak after release from a Sherman 
trap, Jonathan Dickinson State Park, Martin County, Florida, 23 March 1999. 
Photo by Tammy Naugle. 
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being released climbed on saw palmetto ( Serenoa repens ) to reach a 
myrtle oak ( Quercus myrtifolia). This female climbed to a height of 
3.6 m where it apparently slept for 17 min. The next movement of the 
animal retraced its path to the palmetto and to the ground and out of 
our view. In five min she returned to the myrtle oak and climbed to 1.8 
m above the ground and remained in view for 25 min. The final retreat 
from view followed the same path to the ground as noted before. These 
actions seem like extreme examples of “freeze” behavior as described 
for Peromyscus maniculatus bairdi, a grassland deer mouse (Baker 
1968). The grid was trapped again 12 and 13 April 1999. The same 
female was trapped and released on 12 April 1999 and remained on 
the ground without climbing while in view. On 13 April 1999, upon 
release she moved around the observer before climbing to a height of 
about 1.8 m on saw palmetto and promptly disappeared from view. 
For this population, the incidence of climbing is 0.29%. We have no 
ready explanation for this behavior. Use of the vertical structure of 
the habitat may be a result of resource limitations in some seasons. 
However, soft and hard mast is not available as a possible food source 
in the woody shrub cover in April. We speculate that climbing might be 
favored in spring to capture insects. 

The third observation of climbing occurred within the Seminole 
State Forest, Seminole County, Florida 14 April 2012. Our traps 
were arranged as a transect in sandhill habitat heavily invaded by 
laurel oak ( Quercus laurifolia). Captures of Florida mice (n = 5) were 
unexpected in the habitat and one individual upon release climbed 
straight up the bole of a laurel oak to sit briefly on a limb about 2 m off 
the ground (Fig. IB). The animal returned to the ground, descending 
head down in a straight line within a few s, moved toward a nearby 
gopher tortoise burrow, and disappeared from sight. In a laboratory 
setting, Horner (1954) found Peromyscus to descend in a spiral course. 
The individual Podomys we observed did not spiral on the tree bole as 
it returned to the ground. We believe escape behavior best explained 
this observation. 


Discussion 

Prior studies have consistently found Florida mice to be deficient in 
climbing tendencies under a variety of laboratory tests (Horner 1954; 
King et al. 1968; Layne 1970). Mice of the genus Peromyscus in parallel 
trials with Florida mice showed considerable variation in climbing 
abilities, but were judged to be more willing to climb, and to have 
greater agility, than Florida mice (Horner 1954; King et al. 1968). 
Horner (1954) suggested that those forms with relatively longer 
tails and larger feet were superior in arboreal locomotion. Layne 
(1970) did not consider Florida mice to use their tails commonly in 
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Figure 1. B) Florida mouse on bole of laurel oak after release from a Sherman 
trap, Seminole State Forest, Seminole County, Florida, 15 April 2012. Photo by 
Jessica Buchy. 
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climbing, but rather placed emphasis on their plantar pads, the fleshy 
knobs on the underside of the feet. Florida mice exhibit considerable 
variation in the number of pads on their hind feet, with 20% deviating 
from the typical count of five (Stout and Keim 1981). Layne (1970) 
suggested that Florida mice from scrub habitat showed a tendency 
to have more or larger pads than individuals from sandhill habitats. 
Climbing advantages attributed to the pads would be more favorable 
in scrub habitat than in a habitat with grass and herb ground cover 
such as in sandhills. 

Layne (1970) reported field and laboratory observations on the 
tendency of Florida mice to climb. In the laboratory, Florida mice did 
climb a wire mesh cone and walk on a horizontal bar. In these tests, 
individuals from sandhill habitat climbed significantly less than those 
from scrub (p< 0.05). A comparison of his field results with ours offers 
more insight: of 1833 observations of Florida mice released in sandhill 
habitat of Alachua County, Florida, 1% climbed trees or shrubs; none of 
15 newly released mice was reported to climb in scrub habitat in Levy 
County, Florida. 

Jones (1990) offers a number of observations on climbing by Florida 
mice in sandhills of north Florida. In T-maze tests of arboreality 
conducted in the field, some individuals climbed up to 8 m on oaks. In 
another experiment, the fluorescent powder trail of a male showed the 
individual climbed at least 36 cm up a snag of turkey oak ( Q . laevis). 
Jones (1989) observed a released male climb 30 cm up a flag pawpaw 
C Asimina incarnata) to secure a ripe pawpaw. In Jones’ experience, 
released Florida mice traveled to and entered gopher tortoise burrows 
nearly 100% of the time. In 2017, in habitat similar to that described by 
Jones (1990), Wes Boone (personal communication) observed climbing 
by a Florida mouse. 

Packer and Layne (1991) offer further insights into climbing behavior 
of small mammals from habitats similar to those we have studied. They 
employed baits (peanut butter, white corn meal, and plastic particles) to 
assess microhabitat use by the small mammals. Based on the recovery 
of these markers in fecal samples, three Florida mice of 50 observations 
(6%) had foraged at the arboreal sites (1-1.5 m above ground) with 
the remainder (n = 47) from ground-level sources. Under laboratory 
conditions, some Florida mice climbed to store acorns (n = 14, 6.3%) in 
elevated (37 cm) nest boxes. Packer and Layne (1991) pooled data from 
all the trapping on the two grids in sandhill habitat and one grid in 
sand pine scrub to compare escape by climbing as we have done. Florida 
mice in sandhill (n = 2,716) climbed 0.1% of the time; no observations of 
climbing were reported for the scrub. Layne (1972) judged Florida mice 
to be largely non-arboreal and considered tail autotomy to be a potential 
advantage in escaping from predators, e.g., snakes. 
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The observations we record here were made incidental to routine 
mark-and-recapture live-trapping studies or field experiments under 
full daylight conditions of a naturally nocturnal animal (Layne 
1971). Our experience with Florida mice is that pure escape behavior 
characterized by aggressive struggle, biting, and even vocalization is not 
routinely observed. Rather, Florida mice often remain relatively calm 
during processing and upon release will remain near the investigator 
while consuming food, e.g., scattered sunflower seeds before leaving 
the capture site. The climbing events we describe here appear to be 
isolated to a few individuals. 

After more than 40 years of trapping in scrub habitats we have 
accumulated these three instances of climbing by Florida mice. Only 
two of these observations were made in sand pine scrub. Apparently all 
the published observations on climbing in natural settings by Florida 
mice have occurred in sandhill environs with the exception of those in 
Packer and Layne (1991). We conclude that Florida mice rarely climb 
to escape after routine processing in live trapping studies. In free 
ranging behavior, under nocturnal conditions, climbing may happen 
as opportunities for acquiring food occur. Climbing may also occur in 
response to threats at the ground level. 
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TWENTY-SIXTH REPORT OF THE FLORIDA 
ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY RECORDS COMMITTEE: 2016 

Andrew Kratter 

Florida Museum of Natural History, University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 32611-7800 

Email: kratter@flmnh.ufl.edu 


Abstract .—The Records Committee of the Florida Ornithological Society met at the 
Florida Museum of Natural History on 7 August 2016. We reviewed 74 new reports; 
in addition two reports unresolved from our previous meeting were reviewed. Of the 
76 total reports we reviewed at the meeting, 54 were documented by still photographs 
(several of these also had audio/video documentation), three were documented solely by 
audio recordings, and two were documented by specimens deposited in museum collec¬ 
tions, The other 17 were sight reports with varying amounts of written documentation. 
Of these 76 reports, 54 were accepted, 15 were not accepted, two were not accepted to 
species but accepted to genus, two were tabled, and two were unresolved. The submis¬ 
sions included an astonishing 12 species that would have been new additions to the Of¬ 
ficial List of Florida bird species, but only three of these were accepted: Cuban Vireo (also 
a first for the ABA Checklist Area), Pacific Golden-Plover, and European Storm-Petrel, 
bringing the State List to 524 species. Two potentially new State records, Great White 
Pelican and Caribbean/Cuban/Sinaloa martin, were tabled to gather more data. Criteria 
for inclusion of species on the Review List were changed to 20 or fewer accepted records 
or reports over the previous ten years. The new criteria resulted in the addition of 33 
species to the Review List. 

This twenty-sixth report of the Florida Ornithological Society 
Records Committee (FOSRC) summarizes decisions made by the 
committee for the submission year ending in August 2016. Committee 
activity and operations are guided by our “Rules and Procedures,” 
which are found on the Florida Ornithological Society website under 
the Records tab at http://www.fosbirds.org/. The FOSRC routinely 
evaluates reports of review-listed rare species (20 or fewer accepted 
records or reports over the previous ten years; see below) and reports 
of species occurring for the first (known) time in the state. On occasion, 
when we receive a recommendation, we also consider whether an exotic 
species meets our criteria for establishment in Florida. Reference here 
to “the Committee” refers to FOSRC. 

The FOSRC met at the Florida Museum of Natural History on 
7 August 2016. We reviewed 74 new reports; in addition two reports 
unresolved from our previous meeting were reviewed. Documentation 
supporting the 76 total submissions included still photographs (54 
submissions, several of these also had audio/video documentation), 
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audio recordings (three submissions), and specimens deposited in 
museum collections (two submissions). The other 17 submissions were 
sight reports with varying amounts of written documentation. Of 
these 74 new reports, 53 were accepted (71.6%), 13 were not accepted 
(17.6%), two were not accepted to species but accepted to genus, two 
were tabled, and two were unresolved. Not surprisingly, the rate of 
acceptance was much lower for submissions that lacked supporting 
photographic/audio/specimen evidence (31.2%) than for those with 
such evidence (94.6%). Part of this is attributable to misidentifications 
or poorly detailed reports submitted by beginning birders. 

The submissions included an astonishing 12 species that would 
have been new additions to the Official List of Florida bird species, 
but only three of these were accepted: Cuban Vireo (also a first for 
the ABA Checklist Area), Pacific Golden-Plover, and European Storm- 
Petrel, bringing the State List to 524 species. Two potentially new 
State records, Great White Pelican and Caribbean/Cuban/Sinaloa 
Martin, were tabled to gather more data. The seven submissions 
representing potentially new additions to the Official State List that 
were not accepted were: Trumpeter Swan, Clark’s Grebe, Red-tailed 
Tropicbird, Black Guillemot, Black-browed Albatross (accepted to 
genus Thalassarche sp.), Bermuda Petrel, and Southern Rough-winged 
Swallow. 

This report was prepared on behalf of all members of the FOSRC 
serving during the 2015-16 reporting year. The members and their 
year of term expiration on the FOSRC are: Ed Kwater (2016), Michael 
Brothers (2017), David Goodwin (2018), Rafael Galvez (2019), Andy 
Kratter (2020), Cameron Cox (2021), and Elliot Schunke (2022). See 
the FOS website (above) for a list of the current members of the FOSRC 
and their addresses. 


Committee News, Formats, and Terminology 

Committee news .—During 2016, the FOSRC met once on 7 August 
at the Florida Museum of Natural History, Gainesville. Ed Kwater 
reached the end of his term this year on the Committee and cycled 
off. Cameron Cox has to leave the Committee because he moved out of 
state. Following the meeting, two new members were selected: Mark 
Berney, who previously served on the FOSRC from 2006-2013, and 
Michelle Davis, who has worked for years with the Bill Baggs/Cape 
Florida Banding Station. 

We approved new criteria for removing species from our “Review 
List.” The new criterion, 20 accepted records or reports over the previous 
ten years, is more in line with the criteria used by other states with large 
populations of active birders. The old criterion was 10-15 records over all. 


10 


FLORIDA FIELD NATURALIST 


As a result of using the new criterion, we approved the addition of 
33 species to the Review List: 

Brant, Branta bernicla 
Tundra Swan, Cygnus columbianus 
American Black Duck, Anas rubripes 
Harlequin Duck, Histrionicus histrionicus 
Key West Quail Dove, Geotrygon chrysia 
Calliope Hummingbird, Selasphorus calliope 
Yellow Rail, Coturnicops noveboracensis 
Hudsonian Godwit, Limosa haemastica 
Ruff, Calidris pugnax 
Curlew Sandpiper, Calidris ferruginea 
Long-tailed Jaeger, Stercorarius longicaudus 
Dovekie, Able alle 

Black-legged Kittiwake, Rissa tridactyla 

Sabine’s Gull, Xema sabini 

Pacific Loon, Gavia pacifca 

Red-footed Booby, Sula sula 

Great Cormorant, Phalacrocorax carbo 

Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Empidonax flaviventris 

Say’s Phoebe, Sayornis saya 

La Sagra’s Flycatcher, Myiarchus sagrae 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher, Tyrannus savanna 

Bahama Mockingbird, Mimus gundlachii 

Sprague’s Pipit, Anthus spragueii 

Evening Grosbeak, Coccothraustes vespertinus 

Lapland Longspur, Calcarius lapponicus 

Snow Bunting, Plectrophanax nivalis 

Mourning Warbler, Geothlypis Philadelphia 

Black-throated Gray Warbler, Setophaga nigrescens 

Townsend’s Warbler, Setophaga townsendi 

Bananaquit, Coereba flaveola 

Western Spindalis, Spindalis zena 

Black-headed Grosbeak, Pheucticus melanocephalus 

Formats and terminology. —We followed the current nomenclature 
and sequence that are used in the American Ornithological Society 
(formerly American Ornithologists’ Union) check-list (AOU 1998) and 
its supplements through July 2016 (http://checklist.aou.org/) in the 
species accounts. Within accounts with more than one submission on a 
species, each report is introduced sequentially by catalog number. The 
initials following the catalog number refer to one or more contributors 
who supplied information to the committee on accepted reports (see 
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list above). We employ the terminology for age of birds outlined by 
Kratter (2010). We normally do not review subspecies, but we have 
accepted submissions on distinctive, field-identifiable subspecies whose 
taxonomic rank may be reevaluated by the AOU in the future. Our use 
of the words “report” and “record” to describe occurrences of species in 
Florida follow Robertson and Woolfenden (1992), a distinction that has 
been followed by subsequent major reviews of the Florida avifauna, 
and by the Field Observation Committee of the FOSRC. Individual 
occurrences that are independently verifiable (specimen, diagnostic 
photograph, or an audio or video file) are characterized as “records,” 
and if not verifiable as “reports.” Accepted reports are special only in 
the sense that the non-verifiable documentation is deemed to be fully 
supportive of the identification and the circumstances do not warrant 
special consideration. In past practice, the Committee has accepted 
only records (i.e., with verifiable evidence) for addition of a species to 
the Florida List. After that initial hurdle has been met, the merits of 
the reports are considered based on available physical evidence and 
circumstance (provenance not an issue). For each species, I provide a 
review of the status of the species in Florida, based chiefly on FOSRC 
data or through the end of 2016, as specified. 

Abbreviations used here in the species accounts are AOU (American 
Ornithologists’ Union), FLMNH (Florida Museum of Natural History, 
Gainesville), FOSRC (Florida Ornithological Society Records 
Committee), NP (National Park), NWR (National Wildlife Refuge), SP 
(State Park), TTRS (Tall Timbers Research Station, Tallahassee). 

Submitters of reports (all submitters are acknowledged, but only those reports 
that are accepted include initials of the submitter here): Angel Abreu (AA), 
Mariel Abreu (MA), Daphne Asbell (DA), Benjamin Bateman (BB), Mark Berney 
(MBe), Kevin Brabble (KB), Michael Brothers (MBr), Brenda Callaway (BC), 
Corey Callaghan (CC), Jerry Callaway (JC), Brenda Callaway (BrC), Bob 
Carrol (BoC), Roger Clark (RC), Allison Conboy (AC), Kevin E. Dailey (KD), 
Rangel Diaz (RaD), Robin Diaz (RoD), Lucy Duncan (LuD), Bob Duncan (BD), 

Lee Dunn (LeD), Jim Eager (JE), Gil Ewing (GE), Samuel Ewing (SE), Charlie 
Fisher (CF), Josh Friars (JF), Linda Gamello (LG), Murray Gardler (MG), Brad 
Gartner, Reinhard Geisler (RG), Carl Goodrich (CG), Larry Goodman, David 
Goodwin (DG), Jon S. Greenlaw (JSG), David Hall (DH), Mitchell Harris (MHa), 
Mark Hedden (MHe), Troy Henderson, Paul Hueber (PH), Nancy Jewell, Hans 
Johnson (HJ), Ted Keyel (TK), Andy Kratter (AK), Bill & Nancy LaFramboise, 
Tom Lee (TL), Lome K. Malo (LM1) Larry Manfredi (LMf), Tom Marvel (TMr), 
Guy McGrane, Dacid & Tammy McQuade, Wendy Meehan (WM), Kenny Miller 
(KM), John Murphy (JM), Christian Newton (CN), Frances Paulson (FP), Simon 
Priestnall (SP), Bruce Purdy, Harry Robinson, Rex Rowan (RR), Greg Schrader 
(GS), Debbie Segal, Scott Simmons (SS), Kevan Sunderland, Malcolm Mark 
Swan, Monte Taylor (MT), Russell Titus (RTi), Roberto Torres (RTo), Ken Tracey, 
Catherine Tremblay (CT), Donald Ware, Eary Warren, Tom Webber (TW), Brian 
White (BWh) David Wilcove (DWc), David Winkler, Joseph Wise, Otto Zequeira 
(OZ), Adam Zions (AZ). 
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Submissions Accepted 


American Black Duck, Anas rubripes 

FOSRC 2016-1149 (RR). This duck was compared directly with Mottled Duck (A. 
fulvigula ) at Newnans Lake, Alachua County on 17 November 2011. The observer 
noted the colder, grayer plumage, lack of steaking on lower face and throat, and 
lack of dark gape spot that are distinctive for American Black Duck. 

This species was added to the Review List this year. Records on eBird indicate 
that this species is a rare but regular winter visitor in north Florida, but most 
submissions lack documentation. Greenlaw et al. (2014) list it as an occasional to 
rare migrant and winter resident in the Panhandle and north peninsula. 

Western Grebe, Aechmophorus occidentalis 

FOSRC 2016-1110 (GS). This distinctive bird was found by Paul Fellers on 19 
December 2015 at Lake Ariana, Polk County. It was subsequently seen and 
photographed by many until 24 December. The dull olive-yellow bill and extensive 
black cap encircling the eye differentiate Western Grebe from the similar Clark’s 
Grebe (A. clarkii), which has not been recorded in Florida. 

The only previous accepted submission was a bird photographed in Lee 
County (2004). A sight report from 2001 in Nassau County was accepted to genus 
only. A bird photographed in Hillsborough County in 1975 has not been evaluated 
by the FOSRC, but was accepted as occidentalis by Robertson and Woolfenden 
(1994) and Greenlaw et al (2014). 

Grebe, Aechmophorus sp. 

FOSRC 2016-1148 (LM1). This bird was described from a sighting on 15 December 
2015 at Lake Butler (Orange County), four days prior and ca. 30 km to the NNE 
of the above bird. The Committee determined that it was best to consider this a 
bird separate from #2016-1110 above, although it could have been the same. The 
description was adequate for identification to genus, noting large size (compared 
with Horned Grebe, Podiceps auritus) the very long thin neck, long bill, and black- 
and-white plumage. The description of the bill as “brown” induced one Committee 
member to vote against accepting, but the other Committee members felt that 
a dull Western Grebe bill could look brownish in certain light. The description, 
especially the face pattern, was not sufficiently detailed to eliminate Clark’s 
Grebe from consideration. See FOSRC 2016-1110 (above) for prior occurrences of 
the genus in the state. 

Zenaida Dove, Zenaida aurita 

FOSRC 2016-1117 (RaD, LMf, JG). On 21 February 2016, Alan Moss discovered 
this bird on the Golden Orb Trail at Long Key State Park (Monroe County). During 
its stay of over two months (last day 5 May, photographed in the campground), it 
was seen and photographed by dozens of birders. 

FOSRC 2016-1151 (CT). This dove was found and photographed 26 February 
2010 at Bahia Honda State Park (Monroe County) by Catherine Tremblay, a 
visiting birder from Texas. She did not realize its rarity until she saw posts 
about the bird above, and then was encouraged to submit a report of the bird 
she saw in 2010. 

Previous occurrences include five records from Monroe County in the Florida 
Keys (Windley Key, Feb-Apr 1996; Sugarloaf Key, November 2001; and Key 
Largo, June 1988, May 2002, and June 2009); and one accepted report from Key 
Biscayne, Miami-Dade County, in October 2004 (Smith and Smith 1998, FOSRC 
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reports). Two undated pre-1900 specimens from Florida have not been assessed by 
the FOSRC, but are accepted by Robertson and Woolfenden (1994) and Greenlaw 
et al. (2014). 

Vaux’s Swift, Chaetura vauxi 

FOSRC 2016-1108 (AK, TW, AZ). These birds were first discovered over a wooded 
area in Gainesville (Alachua County) on 22 November 2015 by Sam and Ben 
Ewing. Vocalizations heard by the Ewings indicated Vaux’s Swift, rather than 
Chimney Swift (C. pelagica). Because swifts often use chimneys in old buildings 
on the nearby University of Florida campus to roost, the Ewings watched for 
the swifts from the top of the UF football stadium at sunset on 25 November, 
and saw the swifts fly overhead and then enter a chimney of Dauer Hall in the 
center of campus. The flock of up to 16 birds continued to use this roost through 
at least March, and the swifts were also seen foraging during the day at nearby 
Sweetwater Wetlands Park. They were last seen at that latter locality on 6 April, 
when Sam Ewing photographed one of three birds present. Tom Webber and 
Andy Kratter made several digital audio recordings in December, and sound 
spectrograms of the vocalizations were distinctly Vaux’s. One bird present in 
the flock may have been a Chimney Swift, but recordings could not confirm that 
identification with certainty. 

Previous records include six that were audio recorded in Gainesville in 
1993 (Webber and Collins 1993), and single birds in Apalachicola (Franklin 
County) that were captured and measured in January 1996 and December 
1997 (McNair and Lewis 1997, 1998). The latter locale had a flock of as many 
as 49 birds the previous winter (November 1994 to 21 April 1995); audio 
recordings from this flock were also positively identified as Vaux’s (McNair 
and Lewis 1997). 

Broad-billed Hummingbird, Cynanthus latirostris 

FOSRC 2016-1116 (HJ, RaD). This male was discovered by Marie McCoop and 
Karen McDaniel on 9 February 2016 at Freedom Park in Naples (Collier County). 
It was seen and photographed by many through 19 February. 

This is the sixth Florida record of this hummingbird found in western Mexico 
north to southern Arizona and New Mexico. The five previous records accepted 
by the FOSRC were September 2004 in Pensacola (Escambia County), separate 
birds in January 2008 in Blountstown (Calhoun County) and Jacksonville (Duval 
County), January-February 2011 in Oviedo (Seminole County), and September 
2011 in Eastpoint (Franklin County). 

Pacific Golden-Plover, Pluvialis fulva 

FOSRC 2016-1124 (CC, LMf, WM, RG, MBe, KM). Corey Callaghan discovered 
this plover at the Six Mile Bend Sod Farm in Palm Beach County on 9 April 
2016. He, along with Kenny Miller and Brian Fedak were able to photograph the 
bird the next day. The photographs show a lanky golden-plover mostly in basic 
plumage, with short wings, long legs, a golden-spangled back and wing coverts, 
and a huffy supercilium, all features distinguishing this species from the similar 
American Golden-Plover (P. dominicensis) . The bird, a first record for Florida, 
stayed until 14 April and was seen and photographed by many. 

The Pacific Golden-Plover is a long-distance migrant, breeding in Arctic 
Alaska and far eastern Asia, and wintering in the central and western Pacific 
Ocean, Australia, and the Indian Ocean. It is a regular migrant along the 
west coast of North America, and strays inland occasionally in western North 
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America (once to east Texas) and also to the northeast (Newfoundland, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Delaware) and western Europe. This is the first 
record for the southeast United States. 

Ruff, Philomachus pugnax 

FOSRC 2016-1092 (DA). This bird was discovered and photographed by Daphne 
Asbell on 4 October 2015 at the Okaloosa Holding Ponds in Okaloosa County. It 
was present until 6 October 2016. 

FOSRC 2016-1130 (SS). This bird was discovered and photographed by Scott 
Simmons at Lake Jessup in Seminole County on 3 May 2016. It was present the 
following day as well, but not seen thereafter. 

FOSRC 2016-1132 (KD). Kevin Dailey discovered and photographed this bird at 
Spoonbill Pond in Big Talbot Island State Park in Nassau County on 3 May 2016. 
It was seen and photographed by many during its stay until 9 May 2016. 

This species was added to the Review List this year. Over the past 10 years, 
eBird lists six records for Florida and five reports. Greenlaw et al. (2014) list it as 
a regular rare migrant and winter visitor. 

Long-tailed Jaeger, Stercorarius longicaudus 

FOSRC 2016-1161 (MBr). This juvenile was spotted and exceptionally well 
photographed by Michael Brothers from the beach at Ormond-by-the-Sea on 3 
September 2015. 

This species was added to the Review List this year. Over the past 10 years, 
eBird lists four records for Florida and six reports; all are from the Atlantic coast. 
Greenlaw et al. (2014) list it as a very rare to rare transient and apparent winter 
visitor. 

California Gull, Larus californicus 

FOSRC 2016-1154 (MBr). This second-cycle bird was found and photographed 
by Michael Brothers at Daytona Beach Shores (Volusia County) on 17 February 
2016; it was seen only on this day. 

The FOSRC has previously accepted 13 records of California Gull; eight of 
these were from the large gull concentrations in Volusia County. 

Thayer’s Gull, Larus thayeri 

FOSRC 2016-1140 (MHa). This first-cycle bird was discovered and photographed 
by Mitchell Harris at the Central Brevard Disposal Facility near Cocoa (Brevard 
County); it was seen only on this day. The photographs show a “classic” first-cycle 
Thayer’s, somewhat smaller and less bulky than a nearby first-cycle Herring Gull 
(L. argentatus ), with longer wings, a rounder head, and a somewhat smaller all¬ 
black bill. The undersides of the primaries are very pale, and wide pale margins 
on the uppersides of the primaries create a Venetian blind” pattern. The tertials 
are notched on their margins with white, but the interiors of these feathers are 
solid grayish brown. The wing coverts and scapular are evenly somewhat worn 
juvenile feathers. 

The FOSRC has accepted 14 previous submissions, all since 1985; nine of 
these were from the large gull concentrations in Volusia County. A 1983 specimen 
and photograph from 1977 have not been evaluated by the Committee (Greenlaw 
2016). 

Iceland Gull (nominate), Larus g. glaucoides 

FOSRC 2016-1164 (MBr). In 2010, the FOSRC removed Iceland Gull from the 
review list after a plethora of records and submissions the previous five years. Most 
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or all of these previous records in Florida were presumed to be of the subspecies 
kumlieni (Kumlien’s Gull), which breeds on Baffin Island and in northwestern 
Quebec, and winters in northeastern North America. The smaller and paler 
nominate form breeds in Greenland and Jan Mayen and winters in northern 
Europe, and sparingly along the northeast coast of North America (Howell and 
Dunn 2007). This bird was found 1 mile off Ponce Inlet (Volusia County) during 
a pelagic birding trip associated with the Space Coast Birding Festival on 25 
January 2016, and photographed extensively. The photographs show the small 
dove-like head and two-toned bill (versus flatter-crowned, larger-headed and 
all-black bill of kumlieni), and the nearly pure white outer primaries becoming 
slightly darker going toward the inner primaries (versus the opposite pattern in 
kumlieni) that indicate the nominate subspecies (Howell and Dunn 2007). 

This is the first record of the nominate subspecies of Iceland Gull in Florida. 
This taxon breeds in Greenland and Iceland and winters mostly in northwest 
Europe (Howell and Dunn 2007). 

“Cayenne” Sandwich Tern, Thalasseus sanduicensis eurygnatha 

FOSRC 2016-1102 (LG). For the past few years, several smaller terns of the genus 
Thalasseus with bills varying from yellow to orange have been seen wintering 
on the beaches of Sarasota County. Some of these have been Elegant Terns ( T. 
elegans; Greenlaw 2016), while others have been shown to be the subspecies 
eurygantha of Sandwich Tern (Greenlaw 2016), sometimes split from Sandwich 
Tern (Gill and Donsker 2017) and known as Cayenne Tern. Also possible are 
hybrids between North American Sandwich Tern (T. s acuflavidus) and Elegant 
Tern. This particular bird was found and photographed 12 October 2016 on 
Siesta Key; it was seen until 17 October. The dull yellowish bill with a rather 
straight profile, olive base, and lack of exaggerated shaggy crest indicate Cayenne 
Tern. Hybrid T. elegans x T. s. acudiflavus would be expected to have some more 
extensive black on the bill. 

A tern photographed in Sarasota County in August 2012 is the only previous 
accepted record of Cayenne Tern for Florida (Greenlaw 2016). Cayenne Terns 
breed in Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and south to Argentina, with some 
hybridization with Sandwich Terns in the Caribbean. 

Red-billed Tropicbird, Phaethon aethereus 

FOSRC 2016-1133 (CC). This spectacular adult was photographed by Corey 
Callaghan about 6 miles offshore of Jupiter, Palm Beach County, during a boat 
trip on 6 May 2016. 

This is the 13th record accepted by the FOSRC since 1995. Two earlier 
specimens have not been evaluated. 

Red-footed Booby, Sula sula 

FOSRC 2016-1144 (AK). This bird was found beached at Pass-a-Grille, Pinellas 
County on 7 June 2016. It was very weak and brought to the Suncoast Seabird 
Sanctuary, where it died the next day. The carcass was donated to the FLMNH 
(UF 51451). 

This species was added to the Review List this year. Over the past 10 years, 
eBird lists seven records for Florida and 11 reports; most are from the Dry Tortugas 
and Miami-Dade County. Greenlaw et al. (2014) list it as an irregular rare visitor. 

Neotropic Cormorant, Phalacrocorax brasiliensis 

FOSRC 2016-1142 (MBe). This subadult was found by Allison Scheflow on 16 
November 2015 and stayed until 9 April 2016 at Topeekeegee Yugnee Park in 
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Hollywood (Broward County). It was photographed by Mark Berney on 29 
February and 9 April. 

FOSRC 2016-1145 (MBe). This distinctive male, with a white crescent on its lower 
neck, has bred the last three winters at Wakodahatchee Wetlands in Delray Beach 
(Palm Beach County). It was present from 27 September 2015 to 30 May 2016, 
and seen and photographed by many birders. 

FOSRC 2016-1146 (MBe). This female, paired with a Double-crested Cormorant, 
was observed copulating on 2 January 2016 by Mark Berney at Wakodahatchee 
Wetlands in Delray Beach. It was present until 27 February 2016, when 
photographed. 

The Neotropic Cormorant was first found in Florida in April 2007. In January 
2012 it was found breeding at Wakodahatchee Wetlands and multiple individuals 
have nested there since. Some of the 25 records accepted by the FOSRC represent 
the same individuals returning to breed there (see FOSRC#2016-1145 above). 
Although this species exceeds criteria for removal from the Review List (20 
accepted submissions over the past ten years), the Committee felt that given 
identification challenges, especially with Double-crested ( P auritus ) x Neotropic 
Cormorant hybrids, this species should remain on the Review List. 

Northern Fulmar, Fulmarus glacialis 

FOSRC 2016-1143 (AK). Diane Reed found this light-morph bird alive on the 
beach at Guana-Tolamato-Matanzas National Estuarine Research Reserve on 16 
April 2016. It died soon thereafter and was donated to the Florida Museum of 
Natural History (UF 51452). 

This is the ninth Northern Fulmar record for Florida, all since 2006. All have 
been found washed up on beaches from St. Johns County south to Palm Beach 
County. One bird (#FOSRC 2009-740) was found alive, rehabilitated, and later 
released at sea during a pelagic trip (Kratter 2010). 

Albatross sp., Thalassarche sp. 

FOSRC 2016-1109 (TMr). This albatross was observed by two fishing boat 
captains at sea 16.7 nautical miles due west of Naples, Collier County, on 16 
December 2015. It was originally submitted as a Black-browed Albatross ( T. 
melanophris), rather than the more expected Yellow-nosed Albatross, because 
the second observer remembered the bird having a “very yellow” bill and 
because the submitter thought the white on the underwing was more extensive, 
as found in Black-browed. Although Black-browed Albatross has occurred a 
number of times in the north Atlantic off the coast from North Carolina to 
Newfoundland (eBird), this species has never been verified in Florida (see 
Greenlaw et al. 2014). The description given by the submitter fits well with an 
albatross species. Given that the observation was not verified, and that the bill 
color description was given second-hand, we felt that it was best to accept it as 
Thalassarche sp. only. 

A report of an albatross from Palm Beach County in 1995 (FOSRC #1995- 
326) was accepted to genus Diomedea, within which Thalassarche was lumped at 
that time (Greenlaw et al. 2014). 

Yellow-nosed Albatross, Thalassarche chlororhynchos 

FOSRC 2016-1153 (BB, MBr). This bird was photographed by a fishing boat 
captain about 25 miles west of the mouth of the Suwannee River in Taylor County 
on 3 November 2015. 

This is the fourth record of Yellow-nosed Albatross accepted by the FOSRC; 
all records are off the Gulf Coast of Florida. 
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Fea’s Petrel, Pterodroma feae 

FOSRC 2016-1138 (RTo, LMf). This petrel was found during a pelagic trip organized 
by Roberto Torres off Miami-Dade County on 5 June 2016. The observers obtained 
excellent photographs. The large deep bill eliminates the very similar Deserta’s 
Petrel (P deserta) (Howell 2012). 

This is the first time this species has been observed in Florida. The only 
previous evidence for Fea’s Petrel in Florida was a banded bird with a geolocator 
that spent the winter of 2009-10 off the coasts of southern Georgia and Florida 
(Greenlaw 2015). The bird was later recaptured when it returned to its breeding 
grounds and the location data were uploaded. 

Manx Shearwater, Puffinus puffinus 

FOSRC 2016-1114 (AC, AK). Shorebird monitors at Amelia Island State Park 
discovered this shearwater dead on the beach at Amelia Island State Park (Duval 
County) on 17 November 2016. It was photographed, and then donated to the 
FLMNH, where it was measured and prepared as a skeletal specimen (UF 51453). 
The white underparts, including all undertail coverts, long wing chord (221 mm), 
long bill (35.4 mm), and short tail (77 mm), eliminate other shearwater species. 

This is the 14th accepted submission to the FOSRC (11 records verified by 
photographs or specimen, three reports). All are from the Atlantic coast of Florida; 
a 1981 specimen from Escambia County (Greenlaw et al. 2014) has not been 
evaluated by the FOSRC. 

European Storm-Petrel, Hydrobates pelagicus 

FOSRC 2016-1155 (MBr). During a pelagic birding trip from Ponce Inlet (Volusia 
County) on 29 May 2016, a flock of small storm-petrels (mainly Wilson’s, Oceanites 
oceanicus) followed the boast for more than an hour about 60 miles offshore in the 
Gulf Stream. Among the flock was a bird that, upon later analysis of photographs, 
was found to have a distinct white stripe across the underwing coverts. Michael 
Brothers later solicited other people on board for photographs of storm-petrels in 
the flock, and two others had photographed the bird. The bird was about the same 
size but noticeably darker than the Wilson’s Storm-Petrels photographed at the 
same time. The dorsal surfaces of the wings were plain dark, with almost no pale 
ulnar bar, which was shown on nearby Wilson’s (and in other dark storm-petrels 
in the North Atlantic). The feet did not project beyond the square-tipped tail as 
found in Wilson’s. 

This represents the first record of European Storm-Petrel for Florida. The 
species breeds on islands in the northern and eastern Atlantic Ocean and western 
Mediterranean Sea, and ranges at sea throughout the Mediterranean and Black 
seas and the eastern Atlantic and western Indian oceans. The only other records 
for the western Atlantic are one from Nova Scotia in August 1970 (McNeil and 
Burton 1971), and several since 2005 from May to July in waters off North 
Carolina, including two in 2016 (10 June and 29 July) (Howell 2012, eBird). 

Long-eared Owl, Asio otus 

FOSRC 2016-1104. This bird was found struggling in the water 2 miles off Key 
West (Monroe County) by a fishing boat crew on 30 October 2015. It was brought to 
the Key West Wild Bird Center in fairly good health, photographed, rehabilitated, 
and released a few days later. Its weight (245 g) was far less than that of any 
Great Horned Owl. 

This is the ninth Long-eared Owl accepted by the FOSRC. An older specimen 
(Monroe County) and a “credible” (Greenlaw et al. 2014) sight report (Brevard 
County) have not been assessed by the FOSRC. 
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Cuban Pewee, Contopus caribaeus 

FOSRC 2016-1119 (RaD, OZ, RoD). On 13 March 2016, Otto Zequiera found and 
photographed this bird at Crandon Gardens (Miami-Dade County). It was also 
present the following day, when it was seen and photographed by several more 
people. 

There were only four previous Cuban Pewees accepted by the FOSRC: a 
bird photographed in March 1995 in Palm Beach County, a sight report from 
Monroe County in February 2001, a bird audio-recorded in Palm Beach County 
in November 1999, and one audio-recorded and photographed in Miami-Dade 
County in September 2010. The species is resident in the Bahamas and on 
Cuba. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Empidonax flaviventris 

FOSRC 2016-1099 (RoD). This bird was caught during banding operations at 
Cape Florida Bill Baggs State Park (Miami-Dade County) on 3 October 2011. It 
was measured, banded, photographed, and released. 

FOSRC 2016-1103 (RoD). This bird was caught during banding operations at Cape 
Florida Bill Baggs State Park on 13 September 2011. It was measured, banded, 
photographed, and released. 

This species was added to the Review List this year. Over the past 10 years, 
eBird has listed many occurrences for Florida, but fewer than 20 were documented. 
Field identification of silent migrant birds is often difficult. Greenlaw et al. (2014) 
listed it as a very rare to uncommon transient. 

Alder Flycatcher, Empidonax alnorum 

FOSRC 2016-1159 (CF). This bird was found on 23 August 2015 by Brian Ahern 
at Hillsborough River State Park (Hillsborough County). It was audio-recorded on 
29 August, the last day it was found. 

Although Alder Flycatchers are regular migrants through Florida in the 
fall (Greenlaw et al. 2014, eBird records), the FOSRC has kept the species on 
the Review List because of difficulties of identification in the genus Empidonax, 
especially with the more uncommon Willow Flycatcher (see below). The FOSRC 
has accepted ten submissions, one from spring and nine from fall, since it began 
to solicit submissions of this species in 2008. 

Willow Flycatcher, Empidonax traillii 

FOSRC 2016-1091 (CN). The bird was found by Christian Newton at Babb 
Landing in Shingle Creek Park (Osceola County) on 1 October 2015. It was seen 
well and the distinctive “whit” call was described. 

FOSRC 2016-1156 (PH). A presumed pair was found by Paul Hueber and Karen 
Hamblett at the Lust Road gate area, Lake Apopka North Shore Restoration Area 
(Orange County) on the extraordinarily late date of 18 June 2016. The birds were 
photographed and one was audio-recorded singing the husky “fitz-bew” song of 
Willow Flycatcher. Although the presence of a pair and the late date indicate a 
possible breeding attempt, they could not be found on subsequent visits (P. Hueber 
pers. comm.). 

FOSRC 2016-1162 (MBr). This bird was heard calling and audio-recorded 
at Central Park in Ormond Beach (Volusia County) by Michael Brothers on 4 
October 2015. 

Judging by the frequency of documented records on eBird, the Willow 
Flycatcher appears to be less common than Alder Flycatcher in Florida. The 
FOSRC has accepted four previous submissions (one spring, three fall) since it 
began to solicit submissions of this species in 2008. 
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“Western” (Pacific-slope/Cordilleran) Flycatcher, Empidonax diffcilis / occidentalis 
FOSRC 2016-1093 (BD, LuD, BrC, JC). This silent bird was discovered and 
photographed by Brenda and Jerry Calloway on 1 October 2015 at Ft. Pickens, 
Gulf Islands National Seashore (Escambia County). It was present the following 
day as well. The photographs show an Empidonax with a teardrop-shaped eye 
ring, a slightly crested appearance, yellowish suffusion to the underparts, short 
primary projection, and brownish wings, indicating one of the two species now 
merged in Western Flycatcher (. E. difficilis). Identification of this species pair is 
usually possible only when the birds are singing. 

The only previous occurrence of a member of this species pair in Florida, also 
a silent bird that could not be identified to species, was in January 2015 in Leon 
County (FOSRC #2015-1063, Greenlaw 2016). The Pacific-slope Flycatcher breeds 
in coniferous forests along the Pacific slope of the Coastal Ranges of western 
North America, the Cascades, and the Sierra Nevada. The Cordilleran Flycatcher 
breeds largely in the Rockies and mountains of the Great Basin. Both species 
winter mostly in Mexico. 

Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, Myiodynastes luteiventris 

FOSRC 2016-1094 (DH). This bird was found and photographed by David Hall at 
Evergreen Cemetery in Ft. Lauderdale (Broward County) on 3 October 2015. It 
was seen the following day as well. 

FOSRC 2016-1095 (BWh). This bird, seen only by the discoverer, was found 
and photographed by Bryan White at Key Largo Hammock State Botanical Site 
(Monroe County) on 11 October 2015. 

These are the 13th and 14th submissions of this species accepted by the 
FOSRC. All occurred between mid-September and mid-November. This highly 
migratory species breeds from the mountains of Arizona and New Mexico south 
through Mexico to northern Central America, and winters in southern Central 
and South America. 

Variegated Flycatcher, Empidonomus varius 

FOSRC 2016-1100 (RaD, RoD, AA, MA, MT, RTi, DG, JG). Florida’s second Variegated 
Flycatcher was found by Russ Titus on 24 October 2015 at Evergreen Cemetery in Ft. 
Lauderdale (Broward County). Unlike Florida’s first record, a one-day wonder in St. 
Johns County in June 2013 (Greenlaw 2015), this bird obligingly stayed put and was 
easily found by hundreds of birders and photographers until 31 October. 

Variegated Flycatchers breed primarily south of the Amazon Basin to central 
Argentina in South America and migrate north to spend the austral winter 
in northern South America, south to Peru and the Brazilian Amazon. Other 
populations appear to be resident in the Guianas and northeast South America. 
The timing of the Ft. Lauderdale bird’s occurrence suggests that it was a “reverse 
migrant,” a bird that flies 180 degrees opposite the usual direction, as is found in 
some Fork-tailed Flycatchers (McCaskie and Patten 1994). The 2013 bird in St. 
Johns County, in contrast, likely represented an “overshoot” migrant (McCaskie 
and Patten 1994). Previous records in the ABA area include four other likely reverse 
migrants (5-11 November 1997 in Maine, 7 October-6 November 1993 in Toronto, 
Canada; 6-7 September 2008 in Washington State; and 28 September-2 October 
2016 in Texas) and one other likely overshoot (13-15 May 1984 in Tennessee). 

Cassin’s Kingbird, Tyrannus vociferans 

FOSRC 2016-1152 (MBr). This returning bird was found by Michael Brothers on CR 
305 near the intersection of SR 100 in Flagler County on 30 January 2016 and was 
last seen on 6 March. A Cassin’s Kingbird has spent the past four years in this vicinity. 
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Like this bird in Flagler County, many of the Cassin’s Kingbirds found 
in Florida have returned for several winters to the same area. These include 
birds from 1999-2007 at Lake Apopka (Orange County), and from 2006-2014 at 
Stormwater Treatment Areas 5-6 (Hendry County). Other records in the past ten 
years include birds in Jacksonville (Duval County) in 2008, and possibly several 
near Homestead (Miami-Dade County) in winter 2013-2014. 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus savana 

FOSRC 2016-1122 (JF). This bird was found and photographed by Josh Friars on 
2 April 2016 at Homestead Air Force Base (Miami-Dade County). It was not seen 
afterwards. 

FOSRC 2016-1126 (DWc). This bird was found and photographed by David 
Wilcove on Key Largo (Monroe County) on 15 April 2016. 

FOSRC 2016-1158 (FP). This bird was found and photographed by Frances 
Paulson on Sanibel Island (Lee County) on 12 June 2016. 

This species was added to the Review List this year. Over the past 10 years, 
eBird lists 11 records for Florida (including those above) and six reports. Greenlaw 
et al. (2014) listed it as an “almost regular, very rare visitor.” Records are scattered 
throughout the year, but six of the 17 recent Florida records are from April. 

Thick-billed Vireo, Vireo crassirostris 

FOSRC 2016-1141(MBe). This bird was found and photographed by Mark Berney 
at John U. Lloyd Beach State Park (Broward County) on 16 April 2016. It was 
present until 22 April. 

This is the 15th Thick-billed Vireo accepted by the FOSRC. All except one 
have been in the four southeast Florida counties (Palm Beach 1, Broward 4, 
Miami-Dade 7, and Monroe 3); the exception was one in Pinellas County. Dates 
of occurrence are from August to May. This Caribbean species is resident in the 
Bahamas, Turks and Caicos, Cuba, and the Cayman Islands. 

Cuban Vireo, Vireo gundlachii 

FOSRC 2016-1127 (MG, CG, LeD, MHe, MBe, RG, RC, LMf, KD, CF). This 
extremely well-studied individual, a first record for Florida and the ABA area, 
was found by Carl Goodrich, Lee and Tharon Dunn, Murray Gardler, and Mark 
Hedden on 19 April 2016 at Fort Zachary Taylor State Historic Park in Key West 
(Monroe County). The bird was present through 24 April, and was extensively 
photographed and audio-recorded. The photographs show a compact vireo with 
olive above, creamy yellowish below, yellowish lores, pale yellow spots behind 
the large orangish eyes, a thick, long, pale bill, two thin whitish wingbars, and 
very short primary projection. The song, a repetitive simple four-note whistle that 
slurs down at the end, is less raspy than the songs of Thick-billed or White-eyed 
vireos. It also gave some scratchier calls, more similar to Thick-billed Vireo (C. 
Fischer recording). 

The Cuban Vireo is a common resident throughout most of Cuba (Garrido 
and Kirkconnell 2000), but had never been recorded away from Cuba. Although 
the very short wings would seem to render it an unlikely vagrant, the Cuban 
Vireo also seems an unlikely species to be kept in captivity. Recent checks of bird 
markets in Cuba found no Cuban Vireos (A. Jaramillo in lift.), and a provenance 
other than natural vagrancy was determined by the Committee to be unlikely. 

Yellow-green Vireo, Vireo flavoviridis 

FOSRC 2016-1134 (JE). Mitchell Harris found this bird at a site that local birders 
refer to as “Columbia Road Hammock” in Port Canaveral (Brevard County) on 10 
May 2016. It was seen and photographed by several other birders through 12 May. 
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This is the 13th submission of Yellow-green Vireo accepted by the FOSRC; 
there is also a specimen from May 1958 in Santa Rosa County. Four of the 
records are from the western Panhandle, two are from Pinellas County, and 
seven are from south Florida and the Keys (Palm Beach, Miami-Dade, and 
Monroe counties). This is the first record from Brevard County. All records are 
from May to November. 

Northern Wheatear, Oenanthe oenanthe 

FOSRC 2016-1101 (TK, SP, RaD, OZ). On 28 October 2015, Ted Keyel found this 
bird at a small hammock and parking area at the south end of Lower Matecumbe 
Key (Monroe County). This easy-to-find and confiding bird was seen and 
photographed by numerous birders through 6 November. 

This is the ninth record from Florida. All have occurred during the fall; dates 
range from 13 September to 6 November. Three have been from the Keys, two from 
Miami-Dade County, and one each from Collier, Pinellas, and Franklin counties. 

Mountain Bluebird, Sialia currucoides 

FOSRC 2016-1106 (AZ, JE). Florida’s third Mountain Bluebird, a female, was 
found by Brian and Melissa Jones at the Oasis Visitor Center of Big Cypress 
National Preserve (Collier County) on 10 November 2015. It was seen and 
photographed by many until it departed (last seen 19 November). 

The only other Florida records are also from the southwestern part of the 
state: a female on Research Road in Everglades National Park (Monroe County) 
on 22 December 2002, and another female 28 December 2010 on the Dry Tortugas 
(Monroe County) (Greenlaw et al. 2014). 

Bahama Mockingbird, Mimus gundlachii 

FOSRC 2016-1097 (GE). This bird was found and photographed by Gil Ewing on 
22 April 2015 at Fort Zachary Taylor Historic State Park (Monroe County). This 
bird may have moved around locally, as a Bahama Mockingbird was seen and 
photographed at the nearby Key West Tropical Forest and Botanical Gardens on 
18 April and from 24-27 April 2015 (eBird records). 

FOSRC 2016-1157 (MBe). Mark Berney found and photographed this bird on 5 
May 2016 at Hugh Taylor Birch State Park (Broward County). It was seen and 
photographed by many during its stay until 27 May 2016. 

This Caribbean species, found in the Bahamas, Cuba, Turks and Caicos, and 
Jamaica, was added to the Review List this year. Over the past 10 years, eBird 
has 11 documented occurrences and 5 sight reports for Florida. Fifteen of these 
16 occurrences were in a period from 12 April to 28 May; the other was a poorly 
described bird in January. All but two birds were in southeast Florida or the Keys; 
the other two were in Pinellas County (May 2010) and Manatee County (May 
2014). Greenlaw et al. (2014) considered this species an “almost regular, very rare 
to rare visitor.” 

Kirtland’s Warbler, Setophaga kirtlandii 

FOSRC 2016-1128 (TL). Tom Lee discovered and photographed this bird in his 
yard in New Smyrna Beach (Volusia County) on 27 April 2016. 

This is the eleventh submission of Kirtland’s Warbler accepted by the FOSRC. 
A specimen from Palm Beach County in April 1896 has not been assessed by the 
Committee (Greenlaw et al. 2014). Of these 12 verified or accepted occurrences, 
10 are from the spring (19 April-10 May) and two are from the fall (16 and 20 
October). This species breeds in the upper Midwest (mainly Michigan) and winters 
in the Bahamas. 
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Black-throated Gray Warbler, Setophaga nigrescens 

FOSRC 2016-1150 (CF). This bird was photographed by Charlie Fisher on 20 
October 2011 at Honeymoon Island State Park (Pinellas County). 

This species was added to the Review List this year. Although Greenlaw et 
al (2014) stated that there were nearly 100 records or reports of this species for 
Florida, numbers over the last decade indicate that the species may be declining in 
frequency in Florida. Over the past 10 years, eBird shows only three documented 
occurrences and six sight reports for Florida; two of the latter lack any description. 

Western Spindalis, Spindalis zena 

FOSRC 2016-1107 (DH). This long-staying male was found and photographed 
by David Hall on 26 November 2015 at Markham Park in Weston (Broward 
County). It stayed until 1 February 2016 and was seen and photographed by 
many observers. This bird had a black back, indicating it was from the northern 
Bahamas. 

This species, resident in the Bahamas and Cuba, was added to the Review 
List this year. Greenlaw et al (2014) listed it as a regular visitor, with one breeding 
record (summer 2009 in Miami-Dade County). Over the past ten years, of the 23 
or so shown on eBird, 11 were documented by photographs. All records are from 
southeast Florida and the Keys. 

Green-tailed Towhee, Pipilo chlorurus 

FOSRC 2016-1121 (SE). This bird was found and photographed by Sam Ewing at 
Little Talbot Island State Park (Duval County). It was also present the following 
day. 

This is the 11th submission of this western North American species accepted 
by the FOSRC. The birds have been present from Polk County north, including 
the Panhandle. Six of these were from the winter of 2011-2012. Dates range from 
31 October to mid-April. 

Lazuli Bunting, Passerina amoena 

FOSRC 2016-1163 (JM). This male was found by Karen Chiasson on 6 April 2016 
at St. George Island State Park (Franklin County); it was photographed by John 
Murphy on 9 April. 

The FOSRC has accepted 15 previous submissions of Lazuli Bunting. 
Greenlaw et al. (2014) considered this largely western North American species an 
irregular, very rare migrant and winter visitor to Florida. 

Bullock’s Oriole, Icterus bullockii 

FOSRC 2016-1096 (BoC). This adult male was present for most of the winter of 
2014-15 at a residence in Gainesville (Alachua County). It was photographed by 
Bob Carroll on 3 January 2015. It was also present the previous winter but not 
submitted (eBird records). 

The FOSRC has accepted 21 previous submissions. Greenlaw et al. (2014) 
considered it an irregular, very rare to rare migrant and winter visitor. 

Submissions not Accepted 
Trumpeter Swan, Cygnus buccinator 

FOSRC 2016-1120. An immature swan was photographed by three different 
observers between 19 February and 16 March 2016 on Indian Ford Road in 
Santa Rosa County. The Committee noted that differentiating between immature 
Tundra Swan (C. columbianus ) and Trumpeter Swan is often difficult. Characters 
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favoring Tundra Swan in this case were that the eye was not closely incorporated 
within the bill skin, the profile of the bill was rather straight, lacking the sweeping 
curve typical of Trumpeter Swan, and the whiter plumage. 

Populations of Trumpeter Swans in eastern North America are thought to 
have arisen from reintroductions in the Great Lakes area. A previous record from 
Florida (FOSRC #2008-707) was not accepted because a consensus had not been 
reached on whether the reintroduced populations had become established at that 
time (Kratter 2010). 

Red-tailed Tropicbird, Phaethon rubricauda 

FOSRC 2016-1135. This sight report described two individuals calling and 
flying over Homestead (Miami-Dade County) on 11 May 2016. A sketch was 
included. Although the sketch and the description are certainly suggestive 
of Red-tailed Tropicbird, the Committee felt that such an extraordinary 
record would need verifiable evidence to be accepted. This species is confined 
to warmer waters of the Pacific and Indian oceans, and is a very unlikely 
candidate to end up in the north Atlantic, let alone a pair more than 10 miles 
inland from the ocean. No tropical storm systems had yet formed in the 
Atlantic that season. In addition, tropicbirds are very rarely known to be vocal 
away from their nesting areas. 

Inca Dove, Columbina inca 

FOSRC 2015-1077. A group of five birds, including two copulating, was described 
from 26 May 2015 in Jay (Santa Rosa County). The vote in 2015 on this submission 
was unresolved. The major concerns of the Committee in this round were the 
quite brief description, the pre-dawn occurrence of the observation (a few minutes 
before sunrise), and the lack of any follow-up observations or effort. 

Inca Dove populations are spreading in southeastern North America. The 
first Inca Dove in Florida was photographed in September 2011 in Franklin 
County (Greenlaw 2014). Three additional records in north Florida have been 
accepted since: one photographed in October 2011 in Santa Rosa County; one 
photographed in February 2012 in Duval County; and one photographed in May 
2015 in Escambia County. 

South Polar Skua, Stercorarius maccormicki 

FOSRC 2016-1105. This bird was observed for three minutes on 11 November 
2015 off Ft. Lauderdale Beach. Although the description fit South Polar Skua, 
the Committee felt that it did not exclude the possibility of a dark Pomarine 
Jaeger (S. pomarinus ) or a Great Skua (S. skua). In particular, there was no 
description of the tail or the size of the bill, both of which help differentiate 
skuas from jaegers. 

The FOSRC has previously accepted four records and two reports of South 
Polar Skua. They breed around the margin of Antarctica, and migrate north 
regularly to the North Atlantic from Atlantic Canada south to North Carolina. 

Black Guillemot, Cepphus grylle 

FOSRC 2016-1115. Black Guillemot has not been previously recorded in Florida. 
This bird was observed flying past during a sea-watch off Tom Renich County Park 
in Ormond Beach (Volusia County) on 23 January 2016. The bird was in view for 
10-15 seconds. The description, by a seasoned birder familiar with North Atlantic 
seabirds, was adequate given the distance and brevity, but the Committee felt 
that a first State record would need verifiable evidence before being added to the 
State List. 
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Black Guillemots breed in the north Atlantic off Canada and south to Maine, 
and in Greenland, Iceland, and Europe south to the British Isles and east to 
northern Siberia. In North America, they winter regularly south to New England, 
rarely to New Jersey, and exceptionally to South Carolina (eBird). 

Clark’s Grebe, Aechmophorus clarkii 

FOSRC 2016-1098. Clark’s Grebe has not been previously recorded in Florida. This 
bird was observed from close range at St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge on 3 April 
2013. Although the description fits Clark’s Grebe, the Committee felt that a first 
State record would need verifiable evidence before being added to the State List, 
especially considering this species’ similarity to Western Grebe (A. occidentalis ) and 
the amount of time elapsed before this report was written up and submitted. 

Clark’s Grebe is a short-distance migrant in western North America, with 
extralimital records east to Tennessee, North Carolina, Virginia, and New York 
(eBird). 

Bermuda Petrel, Pterodroma cahow 

FOSRC 2016-1112. Bermuda Petrel has not been previously recorded in Florida. 
On 27 December 2016, a Pterodroma petrel was observed and photographed 
flying south past the St. Augustine Pier (St. Johns County). The three photos 
show a petrel with white underparts, a dark hood, gray back, and gray wings 
with a moderately distinct dark “W” pattern. The underwings were mostly white, 
with black primary coverts and a thin black line along the underwing coverts 
angling toward the body. Bermuda Petrel can show a ‘W” pattern in the upperwing 
in fresh plumage, but that species usually shows a distinct white rump and the 
bar on the underwings is wider. Other candidate petrels include: Black-capped 
Petrel ( P hasitata), the only regularly occurring Pterodroma in Florida, but it 
has a pale rump and tail, and dark upperwings; Fea’s Petrel (P feae), the only 
other Pterodroma recorded in Florida, has dark underwing coverts; Zino’s Petrel 
(P. madeira) and, to a lesser extent, Trindade Petrel ( P arminjoniana), both of 
which have been recorded off North Carolina, also show much darker underwings 
than the bird off St. Augustine; and the species with perhaps the closest match in 
plumage, Barau’s Petrel (P. baraui ), which seems an unlikely stray to Florida, as 
this endangered species is largely restricted to the Indian Ocean and only rarely 
reaches the south Atlantic off South Africa. In sum, members of the Committee 
felt that the bird photographed was almost certainly a Pterodroma petrel, but felt 
that bird could not be identified to species given the images provided. 

The Bermuda Petrel is a critically endangered species restricted to fewer 
than 200 breeding pairs on islets off Bermuda (Howell 2012). It ranges at sea in 
the nonbreeding season to waters off eastern North America, especially North 
Carolina where it is recorded annually. 

Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos 

FOSRC 2016-1111. This large dark raptor was observed on 25 December 2015 in 
Punta Gorda Isles (Charlotte County). The Committee felt that the description 
did not eliminate the possibility of an immature Bald Eagle ( H. leucocephalus). 
FOSRC 2016-1160. Photographs of this bird were taken from a car along a road 
in Cocoa (Brevard County) on 20 June 2016. The Committee was unanimous that 
the bird in the images was an immature Bald Eagle. 

Golden Eagles are rare winter visitors to Florida (Greenlaw et al. 2014), with 
most records in the Panhandle. This species was added to the Review List this 
year. Since 2006, of the eight observations in eBird from Florida, only one was 
verified (January 2011, Wakulla County). 
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Saw-whet Owl, Aegolius acadicus 

FOSRC 2016-1131. This small owl was observed on 1 May 2016 in the South 
Gate area of Sarasota (Sarasota County). The identification was based 
primarily on the bird’s lack of ear tufts and its small size. However, juvenile 
Eastern Screech-Owls are not yet adult size and lack ear tufts when they leave 
the nest. In addition, Northern Saw-whet Owls are early breeders and eBird 
shows no May records south of the Appalachian breeding areas in southern 
North Carolina. 

The only records of Northern Saw-whet Owl in Florida are two specimens 
(November 1982 in St. Johns County, and November 1996 Escambia County) and 
one photographed record (December 2011 in Broward County) (Greenlaw et al. 
2014). 

Willow Flycatcher, Emidonax traillii 

FOSRC 2016-1136. This bird was heard and seen on 7 May 2016 at Rotary Park in 
Cape Coral (Lee County). The description of the song, “a wheezy fitz-bew identical 
to that of my Audubon app...,” did not describe the tones, accents, or how it was 
differentiated from similar songs. The submitter had no previous experience 
with the species. The Committee felt that a better description was needed to be 
accepted. 

The FOSRC has accepted seven previous submissions (one spring, five 
fall, and one anomalous mid-June record; see above) since it began to solicit 
submissions of this species in 2008. 

Bahama Swallow, Tachycineta cyaneoviridis 

FOSRC 2015-1053. This sight report was from 25 October 2014 at Long Key State 
Park (Monroe County). Although this observation was just one day before another 
record accepted by the FOSRC from Monroe and Miami-Dade counties (Greenlaw 
2016), the Committee in this case felt that the description was inadequate to 
accept. 

The FOSRC has accepted two previous records and four previous reports of 
Bahama Swallow. Two older specimens (7 April 1890, Monroe County; 30 April 
1992, Miami-Dade County) and a photographed bird (27 July 1986 in Monroe 
County) have not been assessed by the FOSRC. 

Southern Rough-winged Swallow, Stelgidopteryx ruficoUis 

FOSRC 2016-1137. Southern Rough-winged Swallow has not been previously 
recorded in Florida or the ABA Area. On 7 May 2016 a pale-rumped swallow was 
photographed over Fort Zachary Taylor State Historic Park on Key West (Monroe 
County). The three photos are not especially crisp, and provide lateral views of 
the bird showing a dusky throat, mostly white underparts, and a short dark tail; 
sides of the rump are visible and appear pale. Pale areas in the photographs 
however, appear to suffer from over-exposure. Key marks for differentiating this 
species from Northern Rough-winged Swallow ( S. seripennis ) are darker and 
orange-toned throat, and in some populations a pale rump. The Committee felt 
that clearer photographs would be needed to accept this species to the State 
List. Some felt that the species represented in the photographs may be a Cave 
Swallow ( Petrochelidon fulva). 

Southern Rough-winged Swallows are mostly resident from southern 
Honduras south through southern Central America and most of South America 
to central Argentina. The southernmost populations are austral migrants, but are 
dark-rumped forms (subsp. ruficoUis ) (Turner 2017). 
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Yellow-rumped “Audubon’s” Warbler, Setophaga coronata audubonii 

FOSRC 2016-1113. This bird was observed on the west side of Lake Santa Fe 
(Alachua County) on 17 December 2015. The description is rather incomplete, 
although it does mention the yellow throat and plain face. The Committee felt 
that more a more complete description, including vocalizations, was necessary 
for acceptance, especially given the possibilities of hybridization with “Myrtle” 
Yellow-rumped Warbler. 

The FOSRC has accepted three previous records and five previous reports of 
Audubon’s Warbler, which is largely confined to western North America. 

Bullock’s Oriole, Icterus bullockii 

FOSRC 2016-1125. This immature male was photographed at New Port Richey 
(Pasco County) on 13 April 2015. The bird has a narrow black throat patch and 
black in the foreface around the eyes and into the lores. Although the black chin 
separated from the black face matches Bullock’s Oriole, the black in the face is too 
extensive for that species, and indicates that this is likely a Baltimore (/. galbula ) 
x Bullock’s oriole hybrid. 

The FOSRC has accepted 21 previous submissions. Another oriole in Brevard 
County on 20 December 2010 was suspected to be a hybrid as well (Greenlaw et 
al. 2014). 


Not Resolved/Tabled 

Great White Pelican, Pelecanus onocrotalus 

FOSRC 2016-1118. The Great White Pelican has not been previously recorded in 
Florida or the ABA Area. This bird appeared in a flock of American White Pelicans 
(P. erythrorhynchos) at Ding Darling NWR (Lee County) on 28 February-1 March 
2016. It was seen by many and widely photographed. The photographs show the 
bird to be larger than the nearby American White Pelicans, with a pinkish cast 
to the plumage, large protruding forehead and eyes, and black extending to the 
innermost secondaries. The Committee agreed that the identification was correct, 
but the provenance of the bird was questioned. Populations of Great White 
Pelican breeding in southeastern Europe are moderate-length migrants to sub- 
Saharan Africa; African populations are nomadic (Elliott et al. 2017). The species 
has occurred as vagrants several times to western Europe, many of which are 
likely wild birds (Jiguet et al. 2008). Given the migratory behavior, the history of 
vagrancy, the lack of any signs of captivity, and pelicans’ ability to fly long distances, 
the Committee felt that a wild origin was not out of the question. However, the 
bird is also widely kept in captivity. A search of zoos and collections in the United 
States revealed that none had a missing bird. Some Great White Pelicans may 
be kept in private collections and may not be banded or reported. They are also 
kept in zoos outside the United States (e.g., in several South American zoos) that 
were not contacted. Using occurrence records, Jiguet et al. (2008) proposed some 
climatic and environmental conditions under which various pelican species (Great 
White; Dalmatian, Pelecanus crispus; and Pink-backed, Pelecanus rufescens) are 
likely to turn up naturally as vagrants in western Europe. The Committee felt it 
was best to find out more about whether such conditions prevailed preceding the 
occurrence in Lee County before making a vote on the submission. 

Neotropic Cormorant, Phalacrocorax brasiliensis 

FOSRC 2016-1129. This cormorant was photographed on Boca Chica Key in 
Monroe County on 25 April 2016. It was photographed adjacent to a Double- 
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crested Cormorant (P auritus ) and shows smaller size, thinner bill, dark lores, 
and a longer tail. One member of the Committee was unsure whether a hybrid 
with Double-crested could be dismissed. The Committee voted to table the vote to 
gather opinion from experts on this identification issue. 

Thick-billed Vireo, Vireo crassirostris 

FOSRC 2016-1139. On 10 June 2016, a vireo was audio recorded 1 mile north 
of Everglade City (Collier County). The vocalization is the rambling long song, 
which is similar to that of White-eyed Vireo ( V. griseus ) and not well represented 
on Xeno-canto, a web-based bird vocalization database (xeno-canto.com). The 
Committee felt that that it would be best to get outside opinion from those who 
know Thick-billed Vireo vocalizations better. 

The FOSRC has accepted 15 Thick-billed Vireo submissions (see above). All 
except one have been in the four southeast Florida counties (Palm Beach 1, Broward 
4, Miami-Dade 7, and Monroe 3); the exception was one in Pinellas County. 

Bahama Swallow, Tachycineta cyaneoviridis 

FOSRC 2016-1123. A kayaker spotted this bird flying above the Commodore Creek 
Kayak Trail in Lee County on 20 March 2016. Although a brief view (2-3 seconds) 
the observer studies and is very familiar with Tree Swallows ( T. bicolor ) and noted 
the long tail and white extending into the underwings. Some Committee members 
felt that Mangrove Swallow ( T. albilenea ) could not be ruled out. The vote was 
unresolved. 

The FOSRC has accepted two previous records and four previous reports of 
Bahama Swallow (see above). 

Caribbean/Cuban/Sinaloa martin, Progne dominicensis / cryptoleuca /sinaloae 

FOSRC 2016-1147. None of these species has been previously recorded in Florida 
or the ABA Area. This interesting martin was photographed in good detail on 
29 April 2016 at Fort Zachary Taylor State Historic Park (Monroe County). 
This presumed female has a gray throat distinctly cut off from gleaming white 
under parts. The flanks are smudged pale gray. The undertail coverts are 
completely unmarked. The tail has a rather long, deep fork. The unmarked 
undertail and distinct cutoff between throat and breast indicate that this is not 
a Purple Martin ( P subis). The plumage pattern is similar to most depictions 
of female Caribbean Martin, which breeds throughout the Greater and Lesser 
Antilles, aside from Cuba. Although female Cuban Martins are usually described 
as having blotchy white and dark underparts, letters provided by the submitter 
stated that they can be unmarked white below and very difficult to differentiate 
from Caribbean Martin. The Sinaloa Martin, an endemic breeder in northwest 
Mexico with unknown wintering quarters, is extremely poorly known. The male 
is very similar to Caribbean Martin, but the female plumage is almost unknown. 
Although it seems far less likely for a Sinaloa Martin to show up in Florida than 
Caribbean or Cuban Martin, a number of species found in that part of Mexico have 
been recorded in Florida (White-eared Hummingbird, Broad-billed Hummingbird, 
Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, etc.). 
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FIELD OBSERVATIONS 

Summer Report: June-July 2017.— This report consists of significant bird 
observations compiled by the Field Observations Committee (FOC). Electronic 
submissions to the FOC should be in the following format: species, number of individuals, 
age and sex of the bird(s), color morph if applicable, location (including county), date, 
observer(s), and significance. Seasons are winter (December-February), spring (March- 
May), summer (June-July), and fall (August-November). Submit observations to regional 
compilers within two weeks after the close of each season, or to the state compiler within 
one month. Addresses of the compilers follow this report. 

Sight-only observations are considered “reports” while only those observations 
supported by verifiable evidence (photographs, video or audio recordings, or specimens) 
are called “records.” Species for which documentation is required by the FOC and by 
the FOS Records Committee (FOSRC; <fosbirds.org/official-florida-state-bird-list>) are 
marked here with an asterisk (*). A county designation (in italics) accompanies the 
first-time listing of each site in this report. Abbreviations in this report are: AFB = Air 
Force Base, AFR = Air Force Range, EOS = end of season, m. obs. = many observers, 
NERR = National Estuarine Research Reserve, NP = National Park, NSRA = North 
Shore Restoration Area, NWR = National Wildlife Refuge, SF = State Forest, SP = 
State Park, STA = Stormwater Treatment Area, STF = sewage treatment facility, 
WMA = Wildlife Management Area, and N, S, E, W etc., for compass directions. Bold¬ 
faced entries denote birds newly reported or verified in Florida, or record numbers. 
-(-Photographs or video- or audio-recordings archived by the FOC are identified by a 
plus (+). 


Summary of the Summer Season 

FOSRC Review Species listed in this report include a continuing drake Harlequin 
Duck, a Least Grebe, an Inca Dove, a Key West Quail-Dove, a Sabine’s Gull, a continuing 
Red-Billed Tropicbird, a Pacific Loon, several Red-footed Boobies, three Fork-tailed 
Flycatchers, a pair of Western Spindalis, and a Black-faced Grassquit. A report of Brown¬ 
chested Martin in Brevard would be a first state record if accepted, while a continuing 
Tropical Mockingbird in Palm Beach was not accepted to the state list following last 
season’s submissions. 

The FOC welcomes Jim Eager as the regional compiler for the Central Atlantic 
Region and his prompt willingness to fill that vacancy has ensured continuity in covering 
those counties. 


Species Accounts 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: 119 at four locations in Escambia , Santa Rosa, and Oka¬ 
loosa ; 25 at Booker Creek Preserve ( Pinellas ) 11 Jun (+J. Clayton, M. James); 2 at 
Leo Road Peanut Fields ( Jackson ) 18 Jun (K. Hamblett); 38 at Jefferson County Re¬ 
cycling Center ( Jefferson ) 25 Jul (M. Smith, L. Most, A. Smith); species continues to 
expand into Pinellas with sightings all over the county; species is declining sharply 
in Duval. 

Wood Duck: ca. 25 (mostly juveniles) at Eagle Lake Park ( Pinellas ) 24 Jul (+B.Cochrane). 

Gadwall: 1 crippled bird at Newnans Lake ( Alachua ) 2 Jun (M. Manetz, R. Rowan, L. 
Davis). 

Blue-winged Teal: 1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP ( Alachua ) 3-4 Jun (D. Shehee, R. 
Rowan); 1 at Indian River Flow on Fellsmere Grade ( Indian River ) 9 Jun (G. Miwa). 
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Ring-necked Duck: 1 at Micanopy {Alachua) 7-8 Jun (C. Cattau et al.); 1 female at Lake 
Lindsey {Hernando) 28 Jul-EOS (D. Grimes, D. Love). 

Lesser Scaup: 1 in Hernando 18 Jun-2 Jul (B. Hansen). 

Common Eider: 1 young male continued at the St. Johns River from Huguenot Memorial 
Park to as far as 2 miles upriver {Duval) from 6 May through EOS (+K. Dailey, m. 
obs.). 

* Harlequin Duck: 1 male continued at Fernandina Beach Marina {Nassau) from 21 May 

through EOS (K. Dailey, M. Dailey, m. obs.). 

Surf Scoter: 1 at Alligator Point {Franklin) 1 Jun-EOS (S. Parker); 1 at Palm Island 
Resort {Charlotte) 2-20 Jun (m. obs.). 

Black Scoter: 1 adult male at Gulf Islands National Seashore {Escambia) 2-16 Jun (C. 
Brower, M. Brower); 1 adult female at Tom Renick Park ( Volusia ) 25 Jun (H. Robin¬ 
son); 1 male at Cedar Key {Levy) 25 Jul (D. Henderson, D. Maple). 

Red-breasted Merganser: 1 adult at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive, Apopka {Orange) 4 Jun 
(R. Merrigan); 1 adult at Crystal Lake {Volusia) 12 Jun (A. Hull). 

Ruddy Duck: 1 at 3-D Spoil Island ( Hillsborough ) 13 Jun (E. Plage). 

American Flamingo: Up to 3 at Snake Bight, Everglades National Park ( Monroe ) 22 Jun- 
EOS (B. Showier, +N. Frade, m. obs.); 2 originally reported at Johnson Beach 21-22 
Jun (+P. Harter, D. Stangeland, +A. Haffenden), then moved east to downtown Pen¬ 
sacola, then Eglin AFB and last reported at Deer Lake SP {Walton) 2 July. 

* Least Grebe: 1 at Yamato Scrub Natural Area {Palm Beach) 1-13 Jun (m. obs.). 

*Inca Dove: 1 in Pensacola {Escambia) 3-4 Jun (+J. Brady), photo and report to FOSRC. 
*Key West Quail-Dove: 1 female at Southland Mall, Cutler Ridge ( Miami-Dade ) 31 Jul 

(+E. Lago) was a probable window strike; taken to rehab and died 1 Aug. 
Smooth-billed Ani: 1 at Fort Zachary Taylor SP ( Monroe ) 22 Jun-3 Jul (E. Elvert, m. 
obs.); 1 at Hialeah Water Treatment Plant {Miami-Dade) 10-24 Jun (A. Hernandez); 
1 at Hugh Taylor Birch SP ( Broward ) 24-25 Jun (S. Kaplan, m. obs.); 2 observed 
copulating at SW 157 Avenue and Tamiami Trail ( Miami-Dade ) 2-4 Jul (m. obs.); 1 
at Veterans’ Park ( Okaloosa ) 8 July (+F. Sondergaard) provided the first area record; 
1 at NW 117 Avenue and US 27 {Miami-Dade) 21 Jul (A. Hernandez); 1 at NW 41 
Street, Doral ( Miami-Dade) 29 Jul (M. Porcelli). 

Chuck-will’s-widow: 1 at 134th Avenue SW, Vero Beach ( Indian River) 27 Jun (T. Towles). 
Whooping Crane: 1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 13 Jun (T. Wronski, M. Manetz). 
Black-bellied Plover: 3 at Black Point Wildlife Drive, Merritt Island NWR, Titusville 
{Brevard) 2 Jul (J Eager). 

Snowy Plover: 12 at Three Rooker Bar {Pinellas) 10 Jul (J. McGinity). 

Wilson’s Plover: 1 at Black Point Wildlife Drive 2 Jul (J. Eager). 

Semipalmated Plover: 11 at Biolab Road, Merritt Island NWR, Titusville {Brevard) 19 
Jul (J. Eager). 

Piping Plover: 3 at Three Rooker Bar 10 Jul (J. McGinity). 

Whimbrel: 1 at Fred Howard Park {Pinellas) 7 Jun (+W. Meehan); 1 at Pensacola Beach 9 
Jun (L. Duncan); 1 at Flag Island ( Franklin ) 25 Jun (E. Thompson); 1 at Gandy Beach 
C Pinellas ) 11 Jul (+P Brannon). 

Long-billed Curlew: 1 at Alafia Banks Bird Sanctuary ( Hillsborough ) 17 Jul (E. Plage). 
Marbled Godwit: 1 at Huguenot Memorial Park {Duval) 8 Jul {fide K. Dailey). 

Red Knot: 475 at Fort De Soto Park ( Pinellas ) 12 Jun (E. Plage, P. Plage). 

Stilt Sandpiper: 1 at Biolab Road, Merritt Island NWR 19 Jul (J Eager); 1 at Jeffco Dairy 
{Jefferson) 25 Jul (M. Smith, L. Most, A. Smith); 1 at Spoonbill Pond, Big Talbot Is¬ 
land SP {Duval) 28 Jul (+K. Dailey). 

Sanderling: 5 at Canaveral National Seashore, Titusville {Brevard) 19 Jul (J. Eager). 
Dunlin: 1-3 throughout the period at Fort De Soto Park (+K. Duncan, m. obs.). 

Purple Sandpiper: 1 at Smyrna Dunes Park, New Smyrna Beach {Volusia) 17 Jun (N. 
Ramsey). 
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Least Sandpiper: 112 at Black Point Wildlife Drive 19 Jul (J. Eager); 70 at West Gator 
Creek Road, Merritt Island NWR, Titusville ( Brevard) 19 Jul (J. Eager); 2 at Biolab 
Road, Merritt Island NWR 28 Jul (J. Eager). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: 1 at Siesta Key ( Sarasota ) through 24 Jun (M. Ostrowski, m. obs.). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: 1 at Biolab Road, Merritt Island NWR 19 Jul (J. Eager); 9 at Jeffco 
Dairy 28 Jul (M. Smith); 4 at Fort De Soto Park 31 Jul (E. Plage, +R. Harrod). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: 2 at Biolab Road, Merritt Island NWR 19 Jul (J. Eager). 

Western Sandpiper: 5 at Biolab Road, Merritt Island NWR 19 Jul (J. Eager). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: 5 at West Gator Creek Road, Merritt Island NWR 19 Jul (J. 
Eager); up to 2 at CR 721 ( Highlands ) 29 and 31 Jul (+D. Simpson). 

Spotted Sandpiper: 1 at Newnans Lake 1 Jun (M. Manetz et al.); 1 at Lake Lochloosa 
C Alachua) 12 Jul (R. Rowan, B. Carroll). 

Solitary Sandpiper: 2 at algae mat wetland, 4th Street and 66th Avenue, Vero Beach 
(.Indian River) 21 Jul (G. Miwa); 3 at Jeffco Dairy 28 Jul (M. Smith). 

Greater Yellowlegs: 2 at Biolab Road, Merritt Island NWR 2 Jul (J Eager). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: 1 at Black Point Wildlife Drive, Merritt Island NWR 19 Jul (J Eager). 

Pomarine Jaeger: 1 off Pinellas 11 Jun (T. Ploger, N. Ploger); 1 at Gulf of Mexico, 10 miles 
off Alligator Point 25 Jun (J. Murphy). 

*Sabine’s Gull: 1 at Siesta Key 24 Jun (+M. Ostrowski). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: 1 adult at Outback Key ( Pinellas ) 19 Jul (E. Plage). 

Glaucous Gull: 1 believed to be the same immature present in Pinellas since spring 
2016 was at Three Rooker Bar 9 Jun (+D. Sauvageau). 

Great Black-backed Gull: 1 adult at Fort De Soto Park 24 Jul (P. Plage). 

Brown Noddy: 2 offshore of Black Point Marina, Homestead ( Miami-Dade) 22 Jul (K. 
Hamblett). 

Sooty Tern: 3, including a single fledged chick at old Saint George causeway ( Franklin ) 
1 Jun-EOS (+E. Thompson, J. Murphy); 1 at Johnson Beach 22 Jun (S. McNemar); 
1 taken to Wildlife Sanctuary of NW FL ( Escambia ) 22 Jun (D. Kaufmann); 1 at Gulf 
Islands National Seashore ( Escambia ) 23 July (+M. Brower). 

Bridled Tern: 2 ca. 25 miles off Pinellas coast 25 Jun (E. Plage); 10 offshore of Black 
Point Marina, Homestead 22 Jul (K. Hamblett). 

Least Tern: 3 adults at Puzzle Lake, Geneva ( Seminole ) 13 Jun (G. Williams); 338 at 
Outback Key 11 Jul (E. Plage); 175 staging at Gandy Beach 26 Jul (M. Burns). 

Gull-billed Tern: 1-2 at Gandy Beach 26 Jun-20 Jul (+J. Clayton, C. Gjervold, E. Plage). 

Caspian Tern: 1 at Lake Munson Preserve Park {Leon) 2 Jun (J. O’Connell); 1 adult at 
Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 25 Jul (K. Hamblett). 

Black Tern: 1 at Lake Weir {Marion) 12-13 Jun (A. Horst, D. Richard); 300 at Flag Island 
20 Jul (E. Thompson). 

Common Tern: 4 at Americano Beach Resort, Daytona Beach {Volusia) 4-6 Jun (T. Os- 
egueda); 11 at Three Rooker Bar 9 Jun (+D. Sauvageau); 17 at St. Vincent NWR 
{Franklin) 14 Jun (J. Murphy). 

Arctic Tern: 1 at Tom Renick Park 11 Jun (H. Robinson). 

Black Skimmer: 16 adults at Puzzle Lake, Geneva 13 Jun (G. Williams); 650 at Flag Is¬ 
land breeding colony 20 Jul (E. Thompson). 

White-tailed Tropicbird: 1 off Port Canaveral, Cape Canaveral {Brevard) 3 Jun (M. 
Brothers et al). 

*Red-btl l ed Tropicbird: 1 continued at Gulf Breeze from 18 Mar through 19 Jun (B. Dun¬ 
can, L. Duncan, m. obs.) and provided the third area record. 

*Pacific Loon: 1 at Fort Pickens {Escambia) 4-21 Jun (M. Jordan, B. Duncan, L. Duncan, 
m. obs.). 

Common Loon: 1 at Green Key Park {Pasco) 2 Jul (B. Pranty). 

Black-capped Petrel: 1 off Port Canaveral, Cape Canaveral {Brevard) 3 Jun (M. Broth¬ 
ers et al). 
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Cory’s Shearwater: 2 borealis off Port Canaveral 3 Jun (M. Brothers et al); 1 at Tom Re¬ 
nick Park 9-10 Jun (H. Robinson). 

Sooty Shearwater: 1 at Pensacola Beach 8 Jun (+C. Micalle, +A. Haffenden, P Russo, 
C. Collier). 

Great Shearwater: 2 at Tom Renick Park 9 Jun and singles there 10 and 14 Jun (H. Rob¬ 
inson); 1 at Huguenot Memorial Park 11 Jun (+K. Dailey); 3 at Vero Beach ( Indian 
River ) 14 Jun (C. Newton); 2 at Ponce Inlet ( Volusia ) 20 Jun (M. Brothers); 1 speci¬ 
men collected at Frank Butler Park (St. Johns) 30 Jun (M. Smith). 

Audubon’s Shearwater: 1 off Port Canaveral 3 Jun (M. Brothers et al). 

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel: 60 off Port Canaveral 3 Jun (M. Brothers et al). 

Leach’s Storm-Petrel: 1 off Port Canaveral 3 Jun (M. Brothers et al). 

Band-rumped Storm-Petrel: 1 off Port Canaveral 3 Jun (M. Brothers et al). 

Wood Stork: 153 at Plantations of Leesburg (Lake) 4 Jun (B. Zollner); 1 at Blackwater 
River SF (Santa Rosa) 16-29 Jun (L. Langston, M. Smith); 2 at Garpon Pt. (Santa 
Rosa) 21-22 Jun (D. Stangeland, M. Brower); 1 at the Okaloosa County STF (Oka¬ 
loosa) 17 Jun (M. Craggin). 

Magnificent Frigatebird: 1 at St. Vincent NWR 5 Jun (J. Murphy). 

Brown Booby: 2 adults at Pensacola Beach (Escambia) 7 Jun (L. Duncan); 12 remained 
at upper Tampa Bay east of Philippe Park (Pinellas) 26 Jul (+B. Lane); 1 immature 
at Tom Renick Park 27-28 Jun (H. Robinson); 7 off Black Point Marina, Homestead 

22 Jul (K. Hamblett). 

*Red-footed Booby: 1 at Pensacola Beach 7-11 Jun (+K. Fair, +L. Duncan, S. Duncan, 
S. McNemar, M. Brower et al.) was taken to Wildlife Sanctuary of NW FL and died; 
specimen to Florida Museum of Natural History; 1 at Johnson Beach ( Escambia ) 

23 Jun (B. Duncan, L. Duncan); 1 at Johnson Beach 24 Jun (J. Ball, P. McLeod, R. 
McLeod); 1 adult at Ross Marler Park (Okaloosa) 8 July (+C. Smith) was taken to 
Emerald Coast Wildlife Refuge. 

American White Pelican: 7 at Plantations of Leesburg 4 Jun (B. Zollner); 2 at Sweetwa¬ 
ter Wetlands Park (Alachua) 14 Jun (D. Hartman, K. Chaney et al.); 2 at Newnans 
Lake 20 Jun (E. Kalinowski, A. Casella); 25 at Alligator Point 24 Jun (J. Murphy); 3 
at Fellsmere Grade Road 26 Jun (T. Ledford). 

Brown Pelican: 1 inland at Lake Jackson (Leon) 11 Jul (J. O’Connell); 1 at Newnans 
Lake 25 Jun (J. Hintermister, B. Shea); 1 at Orange Lake (Alachua) 25 Jun (M. 
Bruce); 3 at Ocean Pond (Baker) 15 Jul (J. Krummrich); 1 at Venetian Gardens (Lake) 

24 Jul (A. O’Neill). 

American Bittern: 1 at Blackpoint Wildlife Drive, Merritt Island NWR (Brevard) 14 Jun 
(W. Chatfield-Taylor). 

Least Bittern: 1 at Biolab Road, Merritt Island NWR 2 Jul (J. Eager). 

Great Blue Heron: 1 white morph at Indian River Avenue (Brevard) 11 Jul (J. Eager). 
Glossy Ibis: 1 at M&M Dairy (Duval) 2 Jul (+K. Dailey, M. Dailey). 

White-faced Ibis: 3 at Canopy Oaks Community Park (Leon) 3 Jun (J. O’Connell); 1 con¬ 
tinued at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 3 Jun (L. Spencer, m. obs.) 

White-faced x Glossy Ibis: 2 at Canopy Oaks Community Park 3 Jun (J. O’Connell). 
Roseate Spoonbill: 1 at Long Pond (Leon) 3 Jun (J. O’Connell); 1 at Mike Roess Gold 
Head Branch SP (Clay) 8 Jun (M. Fethe); 1 at CR315 (Clay) 14-17 Jun (M. Fethe, m. 
obs.). 

Swallow-tailed Kite: 27 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 3 Jun (G. Leavens); 20 at Ashville 
(Jefferson) 19 Jul (M. Smith, A. Smith). 

Snail Kite: 1 immature at Northshore Drive, Lake Catherine, Groveland (Lake) 10 Jun 
(G. Quigley). 

Mississippi Kite: 2 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 2 Jun (D. McQuade, m. obs.); 2 at 
Spruce Drive (Lake) 7 Jun (T. Hanson); 2 at Carlton Village Park (Lake) 14 Jun (A. 
Horst); 1 at S Egan’s Greenway (Nassau) 17 Jun (+K. Dailey, M. Dailey); 3 (parents 
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and chick) at NW Citrus 20 Jun (S. Levins); 3 (parents and chick) E of Brooksville 
C Hernando ) 31 Jul (A. Hansen, B. Hansen et al.). 

Short-tailed Hawk: 1 at Newnans Lake 5-9 Jun (A. Casella et al.); 1 dark morph at 
Westside Industrial Park {Duval) 25 Jun (+D. Foster); 1 light morph at Cedar 
Key 26 Jun and 14 Jul (D. Henderson); 1 at E St. Johns 2 Jul (D. Mier); 1 light 
morph at Buck Lake CA ( Brevard ) 14 Jul (J. Eager); 1 light and 1 dark morph at 
Buck Lake CA 16 Jul (J. Eager); 1 light morph at Wickham Court ( Seminole ) 24 
Jul (+R. Stalnaker); 1 dark morph at Canaveral National Seashore ( Brevard ) 28 
Jul (J. Eager). 

Belted Kingfisher: 1 at Guana Tolomato Matanzas NERR (St. Johns ) 15 Jun and 3 Jul 
(C. Elder, D. Reed); 1 adult male at West Gator Creek Road 19 Jul (+J. Eager). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: 1 at Pine Flatwoods Trail, Merritt Island NWR ( Brevard ) 6 Jul 
(L. Beegle). 

Hairy Woodpecker: 1 at St. Sebastian River Preserve SP ( Brevard ) 4 Jun (P. Marvin). 

American Kestrel: 1 breeding pair at Longwood ( Seminole ) 30 Jun (G. Williams); 1 at 
Howell Branch Road, Winter Park ( Seminole ) 10 Jul (K. Hamblett); 2 (male and fe¬ 
male “Cuban” subspecies) at Virginia Key ( Miami-Dade ) 16 Jul-EOS (+R. Diaz), de¬ 
tails to FOSRC. 

White-winged Parakeet: 1 first seen 10 Mar continued sporadically through at least 25 
Jul at a Clearwater yard ( Pinellas ) (+M. Hornsby). 

Tropical Kingbird: 1 at St. Armands Circle ( Sarasota ) 18-23 Jun (+M. Ostrowski, m. 
obs.). 

Gray Kingbird: 1 at Huguenot Memorial Park 20 Jun-18 Jul (+K. Dailey). 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: 1 at Okaloosa County STF 17 Jun (M. Craggin). 

*Fork-tailed Flycatcher: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 2 Jun (m. obs.); 1 at Avon Park 
Auxiliary Airfield (Polk) 29 Jun (T. Hedlund); 1 at Levee Park, Lake Okeechobee 
(Hendry) 12-15 Jul (D. Simpson). 

Black-whiskered Vireo: 1 sang at Cedar Key 10 Jun (D. Henderson). 

Horned Lark: 2 adults at Leo Road Peanut fields, Bascom (Jackson) 18 Jun (K. Ham¬ 
blett). 

Purple Martin: Up to 25,000 at Hogan Street roost (Duval) through 15 Jul (K. Dailey, 
m. obs.), where spectators started flying drones through the birds as they came into 
roost. 

*Brown-chested Martin: 1 at Highway 50 bridge at the Orange/Brevard County line, 
Titusville (Brevard) 9 Jun (M. Harris), details to FOSRC. 

Tree Swallow: 2 at Kars Park (Brevard) 30 Jun (D. Richards). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: 3 at Highway 50 bridge 9 Jun (J. Eager, m. obs.). 

Cliff Swallow: 10 at Highway 50 bridge 9 Jun (J. Eager, m. obs.). 

Cave Swallow: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 2 Jun (D. Gagne); 1 at Highway 50 bridge 
9 Jun (J. Eager, m. obs.). 

Carolina Chickadee: 1 adult at Grantline Road (Brevard) 30 Jul (+J. Eager). 

American Robin: 1 at Gulf Breeze 4 Jun (B. Duncan); 2 at Tallahassee (Leon) 20 Jul-EOS 
(S. Phillips); 1 adult at Lake Pasadena (Pinellas) 22-24 Jul (+W. Tallyn). 

Gray Catbird: 1 singing at Weedon Island Preserve (Pinellas) 21 May-12 Jul was notable 
as there are no breeding records in the county (+R. Smith); 1 at Gainesville 1-5 Jun 
(L. Davis et al.); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 8 Jul (K. Hamblett); 1 at Turkey 
Creek Sanctuary 17 Jul (R. Smith). 

^Tropical Mockingbird: 1 mated with a Northern Mockingbird at Lake Worth Municipal 
Beach (Palm Beach) 1 Jun-EOS (+C. Weber, +S. Zuckerman, m. obs.) but was not ac¬ 
cepted by FOSRC due to uncertainty of provenance. 

Common Myna: 1 at Tom Renick Park 16 Jun (H. Robinson). 

Cedar Waxwing: 14 at Masaryktown (Hernando) 7 Jun (D. Love). 

Northern Red Bishop: 1 at Lighthouse Park (Volusia) 13 Jun (M. Brothers). 
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Pin-tailed Whydah: 1 at E. Pensacola 19 Jun (G. Money); 1 at W. Pensacola 22 Jun (B. 
Duncan). 

Scaly-breasted Munia: 15 at Cantonment ( Escambia ) 13 July (J. Callaway). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: 1 at San Felasco Hammock {Alachua) 27 Jun (L. Davis); 2 at 
Dyal House, Fort George Island {Duval) 23 Jul, and 1 there 28 Jul (+K. Dailey); 1 at 
Taylor Park {Pinellas) 31 Jul (S. Aversa). 

Northern Waterthrush: 1 at Lake Woodruff NWR {Volusia) 21 Jul (D. LaGrange). 
Black-and-white Warbler: 2 at Rochelle {Alachua) 3 Jul (E. Amundson); 1 at a NE St. Pe¬ 
tersburg yard {Pinellas) 18 Jul (+J. Clayton); 1 at Alligator Point 19 Jul (J. Murphy); 
1 at John Chesnut Park {Pinellas) 28 Jul (T. Mast); 1 at Rock Springs Run Reserve 
{Lake) 29 Jul (M. Keim). 

American Redstart: 1 at Cross Creek {Alachua) 8 Jun (R. Rowan); 1 at Inverness {Citrus) 
17 Jul (E. Smith, M. Smith); 1 at St. Vincent NWR 31 Jul (J. Murphy); 1 at Spring 
Lakes Hills {Seminole) 31 Jul (P. Hueber). 

Yellow Warbler: 1 at Wickham Court 10 Jul (R. Stalnaker); 2 at St. Vincent NWR 31 
Jul (J. Murphy). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: 1 at Lake Apopka Sod Fields {Orange) 5 Jul (K. Hamblett). 
*Western Spindalis (black-backed): 1 male and 1 female (with a second female seen 
twice) at Long Pine Key Campground, Everglades NP (Miami-Dade) 10 Jul-EOS (M. 
Vasi, +J. Kaufman, m. obs). 

*Black-faced Grassquit: 1 singing male building a nest at Long Pine Key Campground, 
ENP 10 Jul-EOS (C. Ferreiro, m. obs.). 

Bachman’s Sparrow: 1 singing at Brooker Creek Preserve 11 Jun (M. Hughes et al.). 
Savannah Sparrow: 1 at 3-D Spoil Island 13 Jul (+E. Plage). 

Dark-eyed Junco: 1 at W. Pensacola 9 Jun (M. McGahan); 1 at Mandalay Road {Taylor) 
5 Jul {fide K. Dailey). 

Indigo Bunting: 1 at Weedon Island Preserve 8 Jun (+J. Clayton). 

Painted Bunting: 1 at Floral City {Citrus) 11 Jun (G. Harrison); 1 singing male at Paynes 
Prairie Preserve SP 12 Jun (N. Dubrow); 1 singing male at CR315 {Clay) 14-15 Jun 
(M. Fethe). 

Bobolink: 1 at St. Vincent NWR 1 Jun (J. Murphy); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 2 
Jun (L. Lilja); 1 at Wickham Road, Melbourne {Brevard) 23 Jul (C. Ferro). 

Shiny Cowbird: 1 at a N St. Petersburg feeder 24 Jun (+M. Burns); 1 at Canopy Oaks 
Community Park 9 Jul (+J. O’Connell); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 16-21 Jul (L. 
Mathis, K. Hamblett). 

Bronzed Cowbird: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 8 Jul (L. Mathis, K. Hamblett). 

Contributors: Eric Amundson, Steve Aversa, John Ball, Jim Brady, Michael Brothers, 
Cathy Brower, Michael Brower, Matt Bruce, Mark Burns, Jerry Callaway, Bob Carroll, 
Anne Casella, Chris Cattau, Kim Chaney, JoAnna Clayton, Bruce Cochrane, Carlton 
Collier, Murray Craggin, Kevin Dailey, Marie Dailey, Lloyd Davis, Robin Diaz, Nathan 
Dubrow, Bob Duncan, Lucy Duncan, Scot Duncan, Jim Eager, Cynthia Elder, Eric Elvert, 
Kelly Fair, Carmen Ferreiro, Martha Fethe, Tom Ford-Hutchinson, David Foster, Noah 
Frade, Colin Gjervold, Debbie Grimes, Andrew Haffenden, Karen Hamblett, Al Hansen, 
Bev Hansen, Gabrielle Harrison, Phillip Harter, Darrell Hartman, Tyler Hedlund, 
Dale Henderson, Alberto Hernandez, John Hintermister, Mardy Hornsby, Alice Horst, 
Paul Hueber, Marie Hughes, Melissa James, Michael Jordan, Erin Kalinowski, Steven 
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OCCURRENCE, BREEDING, AND EXPANSION OF 

THE SCALY-BREASTED MUNIA (Lonchura punctulata) 
POPULATION IN NORTHWEST FLORIDA 1999-2017 

Robert A. Duncan and Lucy R. Duncan 
614 Fairpoint Drive, Gulf Breeze, Florida 32561 

Email: town jpoint@bellsouth.net 

The Scaly-breasted Munia ( Lonchura punctulata ), known as 
Nutmeg Mannikin or Spice Finch in the aviculture trade (hereafter 
munias), was first observed in the extreme western Panhandle of 
Florida in west Pensacola on 9 April 1999 (Duncan 2009). By the end 
of 1999 they were found on the east side of the city near Pensacola 
Regional Airport. The first report of breeding was on 3 July 1999 with 
the appearance of a juvenile accompanying two adults near the original 
sighting (Duncan 2009). Reports continued through 2008 with as many 
as 80 individuals frequenting feeders (D. Stangeland and B. Scott, pers. 
comm.). As of that year the species was being reported widely in the 
Pensacola area and had spread westward into neighboring Baldwin 
County, Alabama (J. Dickerson, pers. comm.). 

To assess its population size and distribution, the senior author 
solicited reports of numbers and locations of munias from local birders 
in February 2008. Based on responses to our query, the estimated 
number in the Pensacola area was between 135-144 individuals 
(Duncan 2009). A salvaged bird from 2008 (UF 47910) and two nests 
from 2011 (#94720) were deposited with the Florida Museum of Natural 
History (FLMNH) at Gainesville. In addition, FLMNH has five other 
salvaged specimens from Escambia and Santa Rosa counties, Florida. 

Inasmuch as sixteen years had elapsed since the first sighting 
and known breeding of the munias in the Pensacola area, we again 
solicited reports from local birders for their maximum number present 
during a four-day period 30 January to 2 February 2015. Nine birders 
responded from Florida, one from Alabama and two from Mississippi. 


41 




42 


FLORIDA FIELD NATURALIST 


In Florida, the totals ranged from 145-160 for each day in the four-day 
period. These counts were only from observers who maintained feeding 
stations. Thus, the totals do not represent the entire population. 

Scaly-breasted Munias are not confined to feeding stations. We 
have encountered the species in commercial districts in Pensacola 
where feeders were highly unlikely. In one instance, the munias were 
feeding in short cut grass adjacent to a hospital, and in another, they 
were feeding in a small oak by a retention pond. On 30 April 2015 
two munias were observed feeding in grass at a park on the outskirts 
of Milton, Santa Rosa County (Les Kelly, pers. comm.). Jerry and 
Brenda Callaway (pers. comm.) first observed munias 13 July 2013 at 
International Paper Company Wetlands, a 1,214 ha wooded tract with 
486 ha of impoundments west of Pensacola, where they were feeding 
on grasses (Fig. 1). Through 12 July 2015 they found 4-8 individuals 
on eight occasions consistently feeding on wild vegetation. (The IP 
Wetlands are not open to the public.) 

Scaly-breasted Munias first appeared on the Pensacola Christmas 
Bird Count (CBC) in December 2001 when nine birds were reported. 
Since then, they have appeared on all but two CBCs, with a maximum 
of 67 in December 2011. The diameter of the CBC circle is a fraction of 



Figure 1. Eight male Scaly-breasted Munias were found feeding voraciously 
on a non-native grass (Paspalum sp.) in the early morning of 6 May 2017 at 
the International Paper Company wetlands in NW Escambia County. Photo by 
Brenda Callaway. 
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the munias’ range in northwest Florida, therefore limiting the number 
reported. The first reference to Scaly-breasted Munias reported by the 
Duncans in Florida Field Naturalist for the Pensacola area referred to 
birds regularly appearing at feeders in the winter of 1999-2000 (Pranty 
2001). 

By January 2013 the species had spread north and east across the 
Escambia River Delta to Pace in Santa Rosa County. In Pace, 40-60 
munias including juveniles regularly frequented feeders in early 2015 
(D. Stangeland, pers. comm.), and two munias had reached Carpenters’ 
Park at Milton, 13 km east of Pace (L. Kelly, pers. comm.). 

Since July 2015, we have received and archived over 100 personal 
emails reporting Scaly-breasted Munias in Florida from the Alabama- 
Florida line eastward through Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties. 
These reports and photographs came primarily from people who do not 
participate in eBird. Their observations range from munias at feeders 
to others on the road shoulder, on power lines, and in the tops of trees. 
The reports cover the geographic area from the shore of Perdido Bay 
with around 40 (S. Yates pers. comm.) in western Escambia, to 24 or 
more on the Santa Rosa Peninsula (P. Bennett pers. comm.), to 12 
feeding on native vegetation in Pace within a chemical plant where 
there are no feeders, and east to Navarre Beach Park. 

Reports and the map from eBird show that the Scaly-breasted 
Munia is consistent and widespread in both Escambia and Santa 
Rosa counties, and has spread to adjacent counties in Alabama and 
Mississippi (Fig. 2, eBird 2017). Feeder-based reports range from 2-70 


Chunchula 

Drgetown 


@ 3 ) 


f 

<t> 


Mauvilla 

© 


Axis 

© 

Creola 

Satsuma 

Saraland 




Bay Minette 


Hurricane pine Grays 

Whitehouse 
Forks 


'—* Chickasaw 


Blakeley 


€® 


Mobile 




© 

Stapleton 


© 


Theodore 

Irvington 


Spanish Fort 

Malbis 

® a 

Daphne * 


t 

Faimope ^ 


^ Point Clear 


tO /s 

Barnwell 

‘ ' Magnolia Foiay ( 

Springs 


Coden (Tie) m 

Alabama Port 


Walnut Hill 


McDavid 

Mineral 

Springs 




© 


Chumuckia 


Gateswood 


Molino 


Bamneau Park 


Loxiey Rosinton 
© 

Robertsdale 

© 

Summerdale 


Elsanor 


( EliKrta 


© 



Seminole 


© 


h 


a, Da\yiVf rt 

■fff/ Island 

Fort Morgan 


lit*, ▼ V Pensacola 

r fz%% »| 

Gulf Breezr 


Allentown 


Holt 


_ Yellow 

▼ ®iiton {goj HjJ River Wma 


y rail ton i 
Bagdad (5?) 




» ,, s ^ 

7'“'“ 

^orange Beach 



Holley^ 

Navarre s 

©| 


Santi 

1st 


~ © 


Basque Gulf Shores 


Figure 2. Sightings of Scaly-breasted Munias in the western Panhandle and 
vicinity, reported to eBird as of 30 August 2017. 
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individuals. Munias feeding on native and ornamental vegetation away 
from bird feeders range in groups up to 20 individuals. 

The Scaly-breasted Munia expanded its range beyond the Pensacola 
region prior to the 2008 assessment (Duncan 2009). By 2004 it had 
reached Lillian, Baldwin County, Alabama about 18 km southwest of 
the original Pensacola sightings and about 1.2 km across Perdido Bay. 
As many as 50-100 frequented Dickerson’s Lillian yard and feeders (J. 
Dickerson, pers. comm.). 

The first munia reported in Alabama Birdlife was one observed 
16 November 2007 on the Ft. Morgan Peninsula (Kittle et al. 2008). 
By 2008 Scaly-breasted Munias were reported farther west along 
Hwy. 180 west of Gulf Shores, Alabama (J. Dickerson, pers. comm.). 
The species’ continued westward movement was evident by a report 
of two at Dauphin Island, Mobile County, Alabama on 22 January 
2010, again indicating that water is no barrier to expansion; these two 
may have crossed about 6.2 km at the mouth of Mobile Bay from the 
Ft. Morgan Peninsula (S. Duncan, pers. comm.), or 8.5-9.5 km from 
the Mobile County mainland. Six munias were seen at the Dauphin 
Island Airport 15 January 2014 (Haffenden 2014). On 22 June 2015, J. 
Dickerson watched them carrying nesting material into Purple Martin 
C Progne subis ) houses. Subsequent examination by Dickerson and Bill 
Summerour found domed munia nests composed of grasses and very 
fine weed culms in two martin boxes. Each nest contained 7-8 fresh 
eggs (Bill Summerour, pers. comm.). 

Scaly-breasted Munias were first observed in Mississippi by 
Jason Pyron at Diamondhead, Hancock County in November 2010, 
about 200 km from Pensacola. By June 2013 they were described as 
being widespread there with over 50 frequenting feeders. Susan Epps 
observed that their favorite food in her Diamondhead yard when not at 
her feeder is panic grass (Panicum sp.). 

The species’ continued expansion has been noted 65 km northwest 
of Pensacola with reports from Daphne, Baldwin County, Alabama on 3 
November 2012 (Kittle et al. 2013), and from 80 km north of Pensacola 
from Atmore, Escambia County, Alabama on 9-15 January 2014 (Kittle 
et al. 2014). 

Since 1999, the Scaly-breasted Munia has been widely reported 
in Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties, Florida with a number of 
reports from adjacent south Alabama counties of Baldwin, Mobile, and 
Escambia, and from coastal Mississippi. They have been found in varied 
habitats from suburban yards with bird feeders to commercial districts, 
industrial sites, golf courses and wetlands where there are no feeders. 
Munias have been photographed feeding on native and ornamental 
plants, primarily grasses (Fig. 3). The Scaly-breasted Munia has 
survived two Category 3 hurricanes and sub-freezing temperatures 


Scaly-breasted Munias in NW Florida 


45 



Figure 3. Scaly-breasted Munias 5 November 2016 on the Cypress Lakes Golf 
course in Gonzalez, Escambia County, Florida, where they ate non-native 
pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana ) as they ignored golfers playing through. 
Photo by Perry Doggrell. 



Figure 4. Undeterred by nearby traffic, Scaly-breasted Munias tucked this nest into 
the fork of a small oak tree (Quercus sp.) at a busy intersection in north Pensacola, 
Escambia County, Florida. Nest found 25 June 2016. Photo by Brenda Callaway. 
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Figure 5. This Scaly-breasted Munia nest woven with long blades of the highly 
invasive cogon grass (Imperata cylindrica) was found 20 August 2015 in Pace, 
Santa Rosa County, Florida. The domed shape and side entrance to the nest are 
typical of the estrildid finches. Photo by Brenda Callaway. 


(Duncan 2009). Nests have been found in Pensacola, Cantonment, and 
Pace, Florida, as well as in Baldwin County, Alabama (Figs. 4 and 5). 
We consider Scaly-breasted Munias to have a well-established, self- 
supporting population in this region of northwest Florida, and should 
be considered an established exotic in Florida. 
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FIELD OBSERVATIONS 


Fall Report: August-November 2017. —This report consists of significant 
bird observations compiled by the Field Observations Committee (FOC). Electronic 
submissions to the FOC should be in the following format: species, number of individuals, 
age and sex of the bird(s), color morph if applicable, location (including county), date, 
observer(s), and significance. Seasons are winter (December-February), spring (March- 
May), summer (June-July), and fall (August-November). Submit observations to regional 
compilers within two weeks after the close of each season, or to the state compiler within 
one month. Addresses of the compilers follow this report. 

Sight-only observations are considered “reports” while only those observations 
supported by verifiable evidence (photographs, video or audio recordings, or specimens) 
are called “records.” Species for which documentation is required by the FOC and by 
the FOS Records Committee (FOSRC; <fosbirds.org/official-florida-state-bird-list>) are 
marked here with an asterisk (*). A county designation (in italics) accompanies the first¬ 
time listing of each site in this report. Abbreviations in this report are: AFB = Air Force 
Base, AFR = Air Force Range, CA = Conservation Area, EOS = end of season, m. obs. = 
many observers, NERR = National Estuarine Research Reserve, NP = National Park, NS 
= National Seashore, NSRA = North Shore Restoration Area, NWR = National Wildlife 
Refuge, SF = State Forest, SP = State Park, STA = Stormwater Treatment Area, STF = 
sewage treatment facility, WMA = Wildlife Management Area, and N, S, E, W etc., for 
compass directions. Bold-faced entries denote birds newly reported or verified in Florida, 
or record numbers. Still photographs, videos, or audio recordings archived by the FOC 
are identified by a plus (+). 


Summary of the Fall Season 

The 2017 fall season will be remembered for Hurricane Irma, a massive storm 
that impacted the entire state when she made landfall on September 10 th and ran up 
the peninsula over the next day. This report includes a significant number of pelagic 
species observed from coastal shorelines and many inland sites like Lake Apopka and 
Gainesville; these observations are attributed to the passing of this historic hurricane. 

FOSRC review species listed in this report include two Harlequin Ducks, a Common 
Merganser, Inca Dove, Hudsonian Godwit, four Ruffs, two South Polar Skuas, several 
Long-tailed Jaegers, a Razorbill, three Black-legged Kittiwakes, eight Sabine’s Gulls, 
one California Gull, a Red-billed Tropicbird, several Northern Fulmars, five Manx 
Shearwaters, a Golden Eagle, a Western Wood-Pewee, two Yellow-bellied Flycatchers, 
several Alder Flycatchers, a Say’s Phoebe, three Fork-tailed Flycatchers, two Thick¬ 
billed Vireos, two Bahama Mockingbirds, one Snow Bunting, three Mourning Warblers, 
one Kirtland’s Warbler, one Western Spindalis, and a continuing Black-faced Grassquit. 

Species Accounts 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: 25 at Jefferson County Recycling Center ( Jefferson ) 13 
Aug (M. Smith); 57 at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary (Santa Rosa ) 8 Sep (L. Kelly, B. 
Furlow, L. Goodman). 

Fulvous Whistling-Duck: 15 at Mary A Mitigation Bank ( Brevard ) 11 Oct (D. Simpson); 
15 at Fellsmere Grade Recreation Area ( Brevard ) 18 Nov (D. Simpson). 
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Greater White-fronted Goose: 512 at International Paper Wetlands ( Escambia ) 24 Oct 
(J. Callaway, B. Callaway); 4 at Yent’s Bayou ( Franklin ) 25 Oct (+R. Gasche); 1 im¬ 
mature at Alva {Lee) 15 Nov-EOS (R. Kaskan, +M. Rousher et al.). 

Snow Goose: 1 blue morph at Pumphouse, Merritt Island NWR ( Brevard ) 7-13 Nov (+M. 
Harris, m. obs.); 1 blue morph at LaCrosse ( Alachua ) 18 Nov (D. Segal et al.). 

Mute Swan: 1 in flight near Jetty Park, Cape Canaveral ( Brevard ) 17 Sep (+P. Cooper). 

Gadwall: 1 at Merritt Island NWR ( Brevard ) 29 Oct (+D. LaGrange). 

American Wigeon: 1 at Escambia County Utility Authority ( Escambia ) 8 Sep (J. Calla¬ 
way, B. Callaway). 

Mallard: 1 male at Tom Renick County Park ( Volusia ) 30 Oct (H. Robinson). 

Blue-winged Teal: 300 at MCSF-Dayson Basin {Duval) 25 Aug (K. Dailey, D. Foster); 130 
at Black Point Wildlife Drive {Brevard) 5 Sep (J. Eager); 56 offshore Cape Canaveral 
{Brevard) 7 Oct (M. Brothers, et al.). 

Northern Shoveler: 1 male at Tom Renick County Park 25 Aug (H. Robinson); 1 offshore 
at Al Weeks Sr. North Shore Park {Volusia) 19 Sep (S. Krah); 20 at Black Point Wild¬ 
life Drive 3 Nov (J. Eager). 

Northern Pintail: 8 at Black Point Wildlife Drive 3 Nov (J. Eager). 

Green-winged Teal: 1 offshore Tom Renick County Park 10 and 12 Oct (S. Krah); 850 
offshore Tom Renick County Park 11 Nov (H. Robinson). 

Canvasback: 2 at Guana Tolomato Matanzas NERR {St. Johns) 27 Nov (D. Cusick). 

Redhead: 47 offshore Tom Renick County Park 20 Nov (H. Robinson). 

Ring-necked Duck: 4 at TM Goodwin WMA/Broadmoor Unit {Brevard) 31 Aug (D. Simp¬ 
son). 

Greater Scaup: 695 offshore Tom Renick County Park 20 Nov (H. Robinson). 

Lesser Scaup: 7,980 offshore Tom Renick County Park 11 Nov (H. Robinson); 6,000 at 
Cedar Key {Levy) 17 Nov (P. Leary). 

Common Eider: 1 male at Inlet Marina Villas {Volusia) 17 Nov (B. Wallace); 1 female 
offshore Playalinda Beach {Brevard) 25 Nov (B. Taylor). 

* Harlequin Duck: 1 male continued at Fernandina Beach Marina {Nassau) from 21 May 
through EOS (m. obs.); 1 at Alligator Point {Franklin) 24 Nov (+J. Murphy). 

Surf Scoter: 1 at Visitor Center, Canaveral NS ( Volusia ) 9 Nov (D. LaGrange, m. obs.). 

White-winged Scoter: 1 at Indialantic Beach {Brevard) 8 Nov (T. Ledford); 1 offshore 
Esther Street Beachfront Park {Volusia) 23 Nov (L. Epps). 

Long-tailed Duck: 1 at Vista 5, Canaveral NS {Brevard) 3 Nov (+M. Harris); 1 at Lake 
Apopka NSRA {Orange) 28-29 Nov (+R. Merrigan, m. obs.). 

Bufflehead: 1 offshore Canaveral NS 11-13 Nov (+M. Harris); 1 female at Pumphouse, 
Merritt Island NWR 12 Nov (J. Giuta); 1 male at Black Point Wildlife Drive 12 Nov 
(G. Becker); 5 at Lakeside Village {Orange) 26 Nov (B. Asteriades); 1 at Orlando Wet¬ 
lands Park {Orange) 26 Nov (B. Taylor); 18 offshore Tom Renick County Park 11 Nov 
(H. Robinson). 

Common Goldeneye: 1 at Spanish Springs Town Square {Lake) 12 Nov (K. Uslabar); 1 at 
Tram Road Reuse Facility {Leon) 28 Nov (J. Cavanagh). 

Hooded Merganser: 1 at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary 15 Sep (L. Kelly, B. Furlow, L. 
Goodman). 

^Common Merganser: 1 female offshore Tom Renick County Park 20 Nov (H. Robinson). 

Red-breasted Merganser: 1 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park {Alachua) 18 Nov-EOS (M. 
Cumming, P. Cumming); 449 offshore Tom Renick County Park 20 Nov (H. Robinson). 

*Inca Dove: 1 at Fort Pickens {Escambia) 12-13 Sep (J. Callaway, +B. Callaway, B. Dun¬ 
can, +L. Duncan, R. Geisler, +J. Geisler, +L. Goodman). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: 1 at Lake Mills Park ( Seminole ) 18 Oct (J. Leavens); 1 at Tom 
Renick County Park 22 Aug (H. Robinson); 1 at Lake Harney Wilderness Area {Semi¬ 
nole) 11 Nov (L. Custer). 
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Smooth-billed Ani: 1 at South Dade Landfill ( Miami-Dade ) 3 Sep (N. Frade, S. Runyon, 
N. Salino, M. Vasi); 1 at South Dade/East Everglades ( Miami-Dade ) 20 Sep (S. Run¬ 
yon); 1 at Black Point Marina ( Miami-Dade ) 9 Nov (S. Harvey, W. Forsythe). 

Groove-billed Ani: 1 at Lucky Hammock, Southern Glades Wildlife and CA ( Miami- 
Dade ) 8-14 Nov (S. Schlossman). 

Common Nighthawk: 1 at International Drive ( Orange ) 12 Nov (P. Keefe). 

Chuck-will’s-widow: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive ( Orange ) 21 Aug (H. Robinson); 1 at 
Dr. P. Phillips Community Park ( Orange ) 8 Oct (P. Mansfield). 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: 1 at Elinor Klapp-Phipps Park {Leon) 1 Nov (J. O’Connell); 1 at 
N Escambia 14-16 Nov (M. Jordan). 

Rufous Hummingbird: 1 at Plantation Preserve ( Broward ) 2-8 Oct (S. Kaplan). 

Buff-bellied Hummingbird: 1 at Castellow Hammock Park ( Miami-Dade ) 20 Oct-EOS (H. 
Herrera, m. obs.). 

Black Rail: 1 at Avon Park AFR ( Highlands ) 6-29 Aug (G. Thompson, E. Angell). 

American Avocet: 2 at MCSF-Dayson Basin 9 Aug and 10 there 25 Aug (K. Dailey); 4 at 
Tom Renick County Park 20 Aug (H. Robinson); 8 at Lake Elberta {Leon) 6 Sep (J. 
O’Connell); 9 at Pass-A-Grille {Pinellas) 12 Sep (P. Plage); 243 at Cedar Key 17 Nov 
(P. Leary). 

American Oystercatcher: 1 at Fort Pickens 12 Sep (D. McCallum); 992 at Cedar Key 17- 
18 Oct (P. Leary ); 247 at Horseshoe Beach {Dixie) 19 Oct (D. Leary, P. Leary); 160 at 
Coon Island {Dixie) 20 Oct (D. Leary, P. Leary); 133 at Crystal River 1 Nov (P. Leary); 
200 at Withlacoochee Bay 1 Nov (P. Leary). 

Black-bellied Plover: 1 at Black Point Wildlife Drive 31 Aug (D. Hoffman). 

American Golden-Plover: 1 at Tram Road Reuse Facility 6 Sep (+J. O’Connell); 1 at Cor¬ 
nerstone Boulevard {Volusia) 11 Sep (M. Brothers); up to 9 at Canoe Creek Road sod 
fields {Osceola) 15-25 Sept (C. Newton, m. obs.); 1 at Fort De Soto Park {Pinellas) 27 
Sep-2 Oct (+P. Brannon et al.) was sent to a rehabber and released {fide R. Smith); 1 
at Estero Bay Preserve SP {Lee) 11-18 Nov (+R. Kaskan et al.); up to 4 SE of Naples 
{Collier) 17 Nov with 1 lingering until 25 Nov (D. True et al.). 

Snowy Plover: 2 at Cedar Key 31 Oct (P. Leary); 1 at Crandon Park Beach {Miami-Dade) 
23-26 Nov (N. Salino). 

Semipalmated Plover: 3 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 4 Aug (M. Massey); 1 at CR 721 
Teal Pond ( Highlands ) 18 Aug (D. Simpson); 30 at Black Point Wildlife Drive 3 Nov 
(J. Eager). 

Piping Plover: 24 at Little Talbot Island SP {Duval) 21 Aug (P. Leary); 1 at Castaway 
Cove {Indian River) 27 Aug (W. Johnson); 7 at Cedar Key 31 Oct (P. Leary); 35 at 
Crandon Park Beach 1 Nov-EOS (R. Diaz). 

Upland Sandpiper: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 4 Aug (M. Massey, m. obs.); 8 at Val¬ 
ley View Road {Leon) 12 Aug (D. Asbell, J. O’Connell). 

Whimbrel: 2 at Carlos Pointe {Lee) 2-6 Sep (R. Kaskan et al.); 3 at Caxambas Bay {Col¬ 
lier) 2 Sep (D. True); 4 at Shell Key Flats, Ten Thousand Islands National Wildlife 
Preserve {Collier) 22 Sep (M. Gurley); 4 at Horseshoe Beach 19 Oct (D. Leary, P. 
Leary); 37 at Cedar Key 17 Nov (P. Leary). 

Long-billed Curlew: 1 at Estero Bay Preserve SP 22 Nov (E. Warren). 

*Hudsonian Godwit: 1 at South Dade agricultural field {Miami-Dade) 13 Sep (+N. Frade). 

Marbled Godwit: 4 at Little Talbot Island SP - Big Bird Island {Duval) 13 Aug (A. Tan¬ 
ner); 1 at South Dade agricultural field 13 Sep (+N. Frade); 101 at Fort De Soto Park 
13 Oct (J. Eager, et al.); 24 at Horseshoe Beach 19 Oct (D. Leary, P. Leary); 146 at 
Cedar Key 17 Nov (P. Leary). 

Ruddy Turnstone: 1 at Fort Mellon Park {Seminole) 11 Sep (S. Collins, m. obs.). 

Red Knot: 620 at Sand Key Park ( Pinellas) 29 Aug (P. Plage); 1 at Tom Renick County 
Park 26 Aug (H. Robinson); 600 at Fort De Soto Park 13 Oct (J. Eager); 10 at Black 
Point Wildlife Drive 3 Nov (J. Eager); 297 at Cedar Key 17 Nov (P. Leary). 
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*Ruff: 1 at MCSF-Dayson Basin 8 Aug (+J. Martin); 1 at Six Mile Bend ( Palm Beach) 
11 Aug (N. Frade); 1 differently plumaged bird at MCSF-Dayson Basin 25 Aug (+K. 
Dailey D. Foster); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 26 Aug (D. Gagne, m. obs.). 

Stilt Sandpiper: 10 at MCSF-Dayson Basin 9 Aug and 30 there 25 Aug (K. Dailey, D. 
Foster); 1 at Duda Sod Farms ( Seminole ) 11-12 Sep (S. Simmons, m. obs.); up to 5 at 
Tom Renick County Park 12-20 Sep (H. Robinson). 

Sanderling: 1 at Fort Mellon Park 11 Sep (S. Collins). 

Dunlin: 1 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park 4-18 Nov (T. Greenwald). 

Purple Sandpiper: 1 at Huguenot Memorial Park {Duval) 13-14 Nov (T. Rohtsalu). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 24 Sep-2 Oct (+R. Geisler, m. obs.). 

Least Sandpiper: Up to 15 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 4 Aug (M. Massey, m. obs.); 500 
at MCSF-Dayson Basin 25 Aug (K. Dailey, D. Foster); 60 at H&H Sod Fields {Osceola) 
26 Aug (T. Towles, G. Miwa). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: 1 at E Tanger Outlets {Volusia) 2 Aug (D. Hartgrove); 1 at Tom 
Renick County Park 5 Aug (H. Robinson); 1 at Okaloosa County STF {Okaloosa) 5 
Aug (M. Swan); 1 at Fort Pickens 16 Aug (B. Duncan, L. Duncan); 1 at Lake Apopka 
Wildlife Drive 1 Sep (S. Simmons); up to 7 at Moorings Golf Course {Indian River) 
11 Sep (W. Johnson); 1 at Duda Sod Farms 11 Sep (S. Simmons); 1 at the Okaloosa 
County STF 13-18 Sep (M. Swan, S. McNemar). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 3 at Okaloosa County STF 20 Aug (M. Swan); 1 at Lake Apopka 
Wildlife Drive 26-27 Aug (P. Hueber); 1 at Gulf Islands NS ( Santa Rosa) 27 Aug (M. 
Brower); 1 at Fred Howard Park ( Pinellas) 2 Sep (+T. Mast et al.); 1 at MCSF-Dayson 
Basin 3 Oct (J. Martin); 1 at St. Marks NWR ( Wakulla) 7 Sep (J. O’Connell). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: 20 at MCSF-Dayson Basin 25 Aug (K. Dailey, D. Foster); 85 at H&H 
Sod Fields 26 Aug (T. Towles); up to 100 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 26 Aug-4 Sep 
(P. Hueber); up to 9 at Fort De Soto Park 27 Aug (M. Burns, R. Harrod, +R. Smith); 5 
at Pinellas Park ( Pinellas ) 16 Sep (+R. Smith); up to 5 at Orlando Wetlands Park 11- 
14 Oct (K. Oeser); 2 at Avon Park/CR 64 ( Highlands) 25-26 Oct (+E. Angell). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Up to 3 at Central Winds Park ( Seminole ) 10 Sep (S. Collins); 
3 at Cameron Avenue Soccer Field {Seminole) 11 Sep (G. Williams); up to 4 at Duda 
Sod Farms 11-13 Sep (G. Williams); 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 25 Sep-6 Oct (S. 
Simmons). 

Western Sandpiper: 1 at Hague ( Alachua ) 4-7 Sep (M. Manetz et al.); 1 at Lake Apopka 
Wildlife Drive 4 Sep (P. Hueber). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 9 Aug (S. Simmons); 2 at Duda 
Overstreet Sod ( Osceola) 26-27 Aug (T. Towles); 1 at Duda Sod Farms 11 Sep (S. Sim¬ 
mons, m. obs.). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: 2 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 4 Aug (M. Massey, m. obs.); 1 
at the Okaloosa County STF 20 Aug (M. Swan); 2 at Duda Overstreet Sod 26 Aug (G. 
Miwa, m. obs.); 2 at Tom Renick County Park 26 Aug (H. Robinson); 24 at Tom Renick 
County Park 24 Oct (H. Robinson); 70 at Black Point Drive 16 Nov (J. Eager). 

Wilson’s Snipe: 1 at H&H Sod Fields 26-27 Aug (T. Towles); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife 
Drive 27 Aug (J. Eager); 1 at TM Goodwin WMA 31 Aug (P. Marvin); 1 at Duda Sod 
Farms 11 Sep (S. Simmons); 1 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct (M. Brothers, et al.); 1 
at Tom Renick County Park 30 Oct (H. Robinson). 

Solitary Sandpiper: 1 at Tom Renick County Park 5, 15, and 27 Aug (H. Robinson); 1 at 
H&H Sod Fields 26 Aug (T. Towles); 1 at Fellsmere House ( Indian River) 5 Nov (D. 
Simpson). 

Willet: 352 at Horseshoe Beach 19 Oct (D. Leary, P. Leary); 62 at Crystal River 1 Nov 
(P. Leary). 

Wilson’s Phalarope: 1 at Playalinda Beach 22 Aug (M. Harris); 1 at Peacocks Pocket, 
Merritt Island NWR 22 Aug (D. LaGrange); 1 at Tom Renick County Park 26 Aug 
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(H. Robinson); 1 at Springhill Road Sewage Treatment Facility (Leon) 25 Oct (J. 
O’Connell, R. Lengacher). 

Red-necked Phalarope: 120 offshore Playalinda Beach 22-23 Aug (+M. Harris, m. obs.); 

1 at Fort De Soto Park 29 Sep (+S. Simmons) was the first Pinellas record since 1999 
(fide R. Smith); 2 offshore Tom Renick County Park 11 Sep (H. Robinson); 1 offshore 
Tom Renick County Park 2 Oct (H. Robinson) 5 at MCSF-Dayson Basin 3 Oct (J. 
Martin); 1 offshore Castaway Cove 3 Oct (W. Johnson); 4 offshore Playalinda Beach 4 
Oct (+M. Harris); 21 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct (M. Brothers, et al.). 

Red Phalarope: 6 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct (M. Berney, et al); 2 offshore Tom Renick 
County Park 2-3 Oct (H. Robinson); 1 offshore Playalinda Beach 12 Nov (+M. Harris). 

* South Polar Skua: 1 (pending FOSRC review) at Tigertail Beach ( Collier ) 27 Aug-Sep 1 

(K. Savides et al.); 1 offshore Canaveral NS 5 Oct (R. Wallace). 

Pomarine Jaeger: 1 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct (M. Brothers, et al.); 88 offshore Tom 
Renick County Park 11 Nov (H. Robinson). 

Parasitic Jaeger: 7 offshore at Tom Renick County Park 26 Aug (H. Robinson); 1 at 
Newnans Lake ( Alachua ) 11 Sep (C. Poli); 8 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct (M. Broth¬ 
ers, et al.); 32 offshore Tom Renick County Park 11 Nov (H. Robinson). 

Jaeger Sp: 4 ad Alachua 11 Sep (R. Rowan, S. Goodman). 

*Long-tailed Jaeger: 1 offshore Collier 31 Aug (+T. Marvel); 1 offshore at Playalinda 
Beach 23 Sep (L. Mathis); 3 offshore Playalinda Beach 4 and 6 Oct (+M. Harris, m. 
obs.); 1 offshore Canaveral NS 5 Oct (R. Wallace); 1 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct (S. 
Krah, et al.); 1 offshore Tom Renick County Park 18 Oct (H. Robinson). 

* Razorbill: 1 offshore Tom Renick County Park 6 Oct (H. Robinson, m. obs.). 
*Black-legged Kittiwake: 1 juvenile offshore Playalinda Beach 12 Nov (+M. Harris, m. 

obs.); 1 offshore Tom Renick County Park 14 Nov (P. Hueber); 1 immature offshore 
Palm Beach 19 Nov (C. Hignite); 1 at Sebastian Inlet SP (Brevard) 21 Nov (+M. Har¬ 
ris). 

*Sabine’s Gull: 2 offshore Playalinda Beach 24 Sep-4 Oct (+M. Harris); 2 offshore Cape 
Canaveral 7 Oct (S, Krah); up to 4 offshore Tom Renick County Park 1-3 Oct (H. 
Robinson). 

Franklin’s Gull: 1 juvenile at Cocoa Central Disposal Facility (Brevard) 4 Oct (M. Har¬ 
ris); 1 at Huguenot Memorial Park 28 Oct (+K. Dailey); 1 at Destin (Okaloosa) 5 Nov 
(+M. Swan); 1 at Perdido Key (Escambia) 8 Nov (W. Sharkey); 1 at Pensacola Beach 
(Escambia) 21 Nov (D. Muth). 

California Gull: 1 at Destin 29 Oct (+B. Purdy), details to FOSRC. 

Iceland Gull: 1 at Brevard County Central Landfill (Brevard) 28 Nov (+M. Harris). 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: 1 at Lake Talquin (Leon) 12 Sep (+J. O’Connell); 7 at Perdido 
Key 23 Oct (G. Harbor); 1 in Gulf Breeze 29 Nov (B. Duncan). 

Glaucous Gull: 1 at Three Rooker Bar (Pinellas) 4 Sep had been present at various loca¬ 
tions in Pinellas since Apr 2016 (+C. Yilmaz). 

Great Black-backed Gull: 1 at Cedar Key 13 Oct (J. Mays). 

Brown Noddy: 1 offshore Castaway Cove 10 Sep (W. Johnson); 1 juvenile at Clearwater 
Bay (Pinellas) 11 Sep (D. Fraser); 1 at Crescent Beach (St. Johns) 11 Sep (fide D. 
Young); 1 at Hialeah Gardens (Miami-Dade) 11 Sep (E. Campana, +D. Kramer); 1 at 
Boynton Inlet (Palm Beach) 17 Sep (M. Gomes); 1 at Mid Beach Rocks (Miami-Dade) 
21 Sep (M. O’Brien); 1 at Boynton Inlet 4 Oct (C. Weber, S. Young, B. Hope); 1 offshore 
Tom Renick County Park 5 Oct (L. Mathis, m. obs.). 

Sooty Tern: 1 adult at Bill Baggs Cape Florida SP (Miami-Dade) 18 Aug (+N. Salino); 

2 found exhausted at two different Pinellas locations 31 Aug were taken to Seaside 
Seabird Sanctuary for rehabbing (fide R. Smith); 1 offshore Sebastian Inlet SP 6 Sep 
(D. Simpson); 3 offshore Castaway Cove 10 Sep (W. Johnson); 1 at 13th Avenue SW 
(Indian River) 10 Sep (T. Towles); 1 at Animal Kingdom Lodge, Orlando (Orange) 11 
Sep (A. Benson); 1 Bellwood Street (Brevard) 11 Sep (M. Harris); 22 at various Ala- 
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chua sites 11 Sep (J. Hintermister, C. Poli, S. Goodman et al.); 2 at Commonwealth 
Avenue (Duval) 11 Sep (B. Richter); 6 at Lake Talquin 12 Sep (+J. O’Connell); 1 adult 
at Lake Worth Pier ( Palm Beach ) 3 Oct (K. Miller); 2 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct 
(S. Krah, et al.); 1 at Destin 8 Oct (M. Swan). 

Bridled Tern: 2 at Newnans Lake 11 Sep (R. Rowan, C. Poli); 1 offshore Castaway Cove 
10 Sep (W. Johnson); 6 at Moorings Golf Course 11 Sep (W. Johnson); 1 at Overlook 
Park (Seminole ) 11 Sep (S. Simmons); 1 offshore Indialantic Beach (Brevard ) 12 Sep 
(T. Ledford); 1 at Lake Apopka (Orange ) 15 Sep (P Gonsalves); 1 at Newton Park 
(Seminole) 16-18 Sep (S. Collins); 1 at Dodie Trail, Montverde (Lake) 16 Sep (G. Quig¬ 
ley); 1 offshore Playalinda Beach 18 Sep (M. Harris); 1 offshore Playalinda Beach 3 
Oct (R. Merrigan); 1 offshore Tom Renick County Park 3 Oct (L. Mathis, m. obs.); 2 
offshore Canaveral NS 5 Oct (R. Wallace); 1 at Fort Walton Beach (Okaloosa) 8 Oct 
(B. Purdy, M. Swan); 1 in Gulf Breeze 8 Oct (B. Duncan, L. Duncan). 

Least Tern: 1 at Gainesville (Alachua) 11 Sep (J. Hintermister, R. Rowan et al.); 1 at 
Sebastian Inlet SP 16 Sep (J. Eager); 1 offshore Playalinda Beach 2 Oct (M. Harris). 

Gull-billed Tern: Up to 8 adults offshore Tom Renick County Park 1, 22, 27 Aug (H. 
Robinson); 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 15 Aug (C. Newton); 1 at Gainesville 11 Sep 
(A. Zions); 2 at Pensacola Beach 8 Oct (B. Duncan, L. Duncan); 1 at Fort De Soto Park 
5 Nov (+E. Plage); 2 at Orlando Wetlands Park 24-27 Nov (+S. Simmons, m. obs.). 

Caspian Tern: 1 at Newnans Lake 12 Sep (C. Poli, J. Marchionno). 

Black Tern: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 1 Aug (D. Gagne, m. obs.); 1,926 offshore at 
Tom Renick County Park 27 Aug (H. Robinson); 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 12 Aug 
(M. Keim); 1 at Animal Kingdom Lodge 11 Sep (A. Benson); up to 5 at Magnolia Park 
(Orange) 11 and 16-18 Sep (R. Merrigan, m. obs.); up to 6 at Newton Park 16-18 Sep 
(S. Collins); up to 10 at Wooton Park (Lake) 16 and 19 Sep (E. Horn); 1 at Lake Dora 
(Lake) 19 Sep (G. DelPizzo); 111 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct (M. Brothers). 

Common Tern: 1,080 offshore Tom Renick County Park 27 Aug (H. Robinson); 1 at Fort 
Mellon Park 10 Sep (S. Collins); 1 at Lake Jem Sod Farm (Lake) 11 Sep (G. Quigley); 
1 at Spring Lake Hills (Seminole) 11 Sep (P. Hueber); 1 at Duda Sod Farms 11 Sep 
(J. Leavens); 4 at Lake Jackson (Leon) 13 Sep (+J. O’Connell, E. Schunke); up to 11 
at Magnolia Park 16-18 Sep (G. Williams); 419 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct (M. 
Brothers, et al.). 

Arctic Tern: 1 offshore Tom Renick County Park 12 Aug (K. Ramos); 1 offshore at Tom 
Renick County Park 22 Aug (H. Robinson); 1 offshore Tom Renick County Park 3 Oct 
(L. Mathis, m. obs.). 

Royal Tern: 1 at Newton Park 10 Sep (S. Simmons); 1 at Truskett Park (Lake) 11 Sep (G. 
Quigley); 1 at McDonald Canal Boat Ramp (Lake) 11 Sep (G. Quigley); 3 at Lake Jack- 
son 11 Sep (J. O’Connell, R. Lengacher, An. Wraithmell, Al. Wraithmell); 1 at Lake 
Lochloosa (Alachua) 11 Sep (S. Goodman); 1 at Magnolia Park 18 Sep (W. Rivera). 

Sandwich Tern: 2 at Lake Sumter (Sumter) 11 Sep (J. Thornton); up to 6 at Alachua 11- 
12 Sep (C. Poli, K. Miller); 1 at Animal Kingdom Lodge 11 Sep (A. Benson); 1 at Lake 
Jem Sod Farm 11 Sep (G. Quigley); up to 3 at Overlook Park 11-12 Sep (S. Collins); 4 
at Duda Sod Farms 11 Sep (S. Simmons); 1 at Cameron Avenue Soccer Field area 11 
Sep (G. Williams); 2 at Magnolia Park 16-18 Sep (R. Merrigan); 1 at Wooton Park 16 
Sep (E. Horn); 1 at Newton Park 16-17 Sep (G. Williams). 

Black Skimmer: 1 at Fort Mellon Park 10-11 Sep (L. Martin); 1 at Gainesville 11 Sep (J. 
Hintermister, R. Rowan). 

* Red-billed Tropicbird: 1 found dead near Brooksville (Hernando) 12 Sept (+G. Long). 

Red-throated Loon: 1 offshore Tom Renick County Park 13 Nov (H. Robinson). 

Common Loon: 5 offshore Tom Renick County Park 13 Nov (H. Robinson). 

*Northern Fulmar: 1 offshore Standish Drive (Volusia) 5 Oct (L. Bobay, m. obs.); up to 3 
offshore Tom Renick County Park 3-5 Oct (L. Mathis, m. obs.); 4 offshore Playalinda 
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Beach 4 Oct (+M. Harris); 1 offshore Canaveral NS 5 Oct (R. Wallace); 1 offshore Tom 
Renick County Park 11 Nov (H. Robinson). 

Black-capped Petrel: 1 at Lake Jackson 11 Sep (+J. O’Connell, R. Lengacher, An. Wraith- 
mell, Al. Wraithmell). 

Cory’s Shearwater: 1 offshore Playalinda Beach 22 Aug (+M. Harris); 2 offshore Sebas¬ 
tian Inlet SP 6 Sep (D. Simpson); 3 offshore Sebastian Inlet SP 6 Sep (D. Simpson); 1 
offshore Sebastian Inlet SP 6 Sep (D. Simpson); 27 offshore Playalinda Beach 2 Oct 
(M. Harris); 3 offshore Standish Drive 5 Oct (L. Bobay); 1 offshore Wabasso Beach 
Park ( Indian River ) 5 Oct (D. Simpson); up to 14 offshore Playalinda Beach 4-6 Oct 
(M. Harris); 2 offshore Tom Renick County Park 5-6 Oct (S. Brown); 4 offshore Canav¬ 
eral NS 5 Oct (R. Wallace); up to 235 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct (M. Brothers); 4 
offshore Playalinda Beach 18 Oct (C. Newton); 1 offshore Tom Renick County Park 
21-22 Oct (S. Krah); 1 offshore Playalinda Beach 3 Nov (+M. Harris); 1 offshore Play¬ 
alinda Beach 9 and 11 Nov (+L. Mathis); 1 offshore Tom Renick County Park 14 Nov 
(P. Hueber); 1 offshore Tom Renick County Park 22 Nov (S. Krah). 

Sooty Shearwater: 1 offshore Lee 6 Aug (D. McQuade, T. McQuade, D. Lusk, A. Lusk); 
1 offshore Tom Renick County Park 6 Oct (S. Brown); 1 offshore Tom Renick County 
Park 11 Nov (H. Robinson). 

Great Shearwater: 1 offshore Lee 23 Sep (D. McQuade, T. McQuade); 1 offshore Playalin¬ 
da Beach 2-3 Oct (M. Harris); 1 offshore Tom Renick County Park 3-5 Oct (L. Mathis); 
1 offshore Castaway Cove 4 Oct (W. Johnson); up to 6 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct 
(S. Krah). 

*Manx Shearwater: 1 offshore Playalinda Beach 3 Oct (R. Merrigan); 1 offshore Tom 
Renick County Park 5 Oct (S. Brown); 2 offshore Canaveral NS 5 Oct (R. Wallace); 1 
offshore Tom Renick County Park 5 Oct (H. Robinson). 

Audubon’s Shearwater: 2 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct (C. Ferro, et al.). 

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel: 3 offshore Collier 11-12 Aug (T. Marvel); 2 at Juan Ponce de Leon 
Landing ( Brevard ) 3 Sep (C. Ferro). 

Leach’s Storm-Petrel: 1 offshore Playalinda Beach 3 Oct (R. Merrigan); 1 offshore of 
Lighthouse Point Park ( Volusia ) 18 Oct (+D. Bernstein); up to 5 offshore Tom Renick 
County Park 11-12 Nov (H. Robinson). 

Band-rumped Storm-Petrel: 1 offshore Lee 6 Aug (D. McQuade, et al.). 

Magnificent Frigatebird: 548 over Pass-A-Grille Beach 4 Aug (R. Smith) and 425 at 
Dunedin Causeway ( Pinellas ) 4 Aug (+S. Mann, J. Mann); 1 at Fort Mellon Park 10 
Sep (S. Collins); 1 at Rosedale Avenue ( Seminole ) 10 Sep (G. Williams); 1 at Truskett 
Park 11 Sep (G. Quigley); 75 at Fort De Soto Park 15 Oct (J. Eager); 5 at Alligator 
Point 23 Oct (S. Parker, J. Murphy); 2 at Cedar Key 17 Nov (P. Leary). 

Masked Booby: 1 at Pensacola Beach 17-18 Sep (+M. LaCoste); 1 offshore on Playalinda 
Beach 22 Sep (+M. Harris). 

Brown Booby: 10 remained at upper Tampa Bay ( Pinellas ) throughout the fall season (B. 
Lane, m. obs.); 1 at Vilano Bridge (St. Johns ) 9-26 Aug (L. Samsom) and two there 19 
Aug; 1 at Jacksonville Beach Pier (Duval) 12 Aug (fide K. Dailey); 1 offshore Collier 
13 Aug (T. Marvel); 1 juvenile at Ponce Inlet (Volusia) 28 Aug (M. Brothers); 1 offshore 
Castaway Cove 2 Sep (W. Johnson); 1 at Castaway Cove 11 Sep (W. Johnson); 1 at 
Clearwater Bay (Pinellas) 11 Sep (D. Fraser); 1 at Jetty Park, Port Canaveral 12-13 
Sep (P. Marvin); 1 at Parking Lot 1 (Volusia) 12 Sep (D. Young); up to 3 at Playalinda 
Beach 21-22, 24 Sep, and 2 Oct (+M. Harris); 1 offshore Lee 23 Sep (D. McQuade, +T. 
McQuade); 1 at Castaway Cove 3 Oct (W. Johnson); 3 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct 
(M. Brothers, et al.); up to 4 offshore Tom Renick County Park 1-5 Nov (H. Robinson); 
1 offshore Playalinda Beach 12 Nov (D. Lloyd, m. obs.). 

Northern Gannet: 1211 at Tom Renick County Park 12 Nov (H. Robinson). 

American Bittern: 1 at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary 4 Sep (L. Kelly, B. Furlow, L. Good¬ 
man). 
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Great Blue Heron: 1 white morph at Sweetwater Wetlands Park 10 Oct-EOS (D. Rohan 
et al.). 

White-faced Ibis: 2 at Tallahassee (Leon) 7 Oct-4 Nov (J. Cavanagh); 1 at St. Marks NWR 
14 Oct (M. Smith, R. Emond). 

Roseate Spoonbill: 5 at Piney Island ( Wakulla ) 6 Aug (M. Mitchell); 3 at N Santa Rosa 
21-31 Aug (K. Kelly, L. Kelly, et al.). 

Turkey Vulture: 1125 at Tom Renick County Park 19 Nov (H. Robinson). 

Osprey: Up to 160 at Guana Tolomato Matanzas NERR (St. Johns ) 3 Oct (D. Reed et al.) 
during the daily hawk watch from 27 Sept through 11 Oct where 968 total Ospreys 
were noted. 

Swallow-tailed Kite: Ca. 175 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 1-26 Aug (K. Hamblett, m. 
obs.); 1 adult at Fort De Soto Park 2 Oct (+W. Meehan) provided Pinellas with its lat¬ 
est fall date ever (fide R. Smith). 

White-tailed Kite: 2 at Steer Lake Road ( Orange ) 15 Sep (B. Miller). 

Mississippi Kite: Up to 3 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 1-25 Aug (K. Hamblett, m. obs.); 
1 at South Pasadena ( Pinellas) 22 Sep (+W. Tallyn); 1 at Fort De Soto Park 2 Oct (+S. 
Tavaglione); 1 at Gulf Breeze (Santa Rosa ) 29 Oct (B. Duncan). 

Northern Harrier: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 1 Aug (D. Roorda); 1 adult male at 
Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 6 Aug (D. LaGrange); 3 at Black Point Wildlife Drive 3 
Nov (J. Eager). 

Broad-winged Hawk: 1 at Tom Renick County Park 7 Sep (H. Robinson); 1 adult male at 
SR 520/SR 528, Cocoa (Brevard) 16 Sep (C. Ferro); 1 adult male at Boyd Avenue (Bre¬ 
vard) 23 Sep (C. Ferro); 1 juvenile at Dummitt Grove, Merritt Island NWR 24 Sep (M. 
Harris); 1 adult at Egret Lake Way (Brevard) 6 Oct (+M. Harris); 1 adult at Courtyard 
at Sandy Pines (Brevard) 8 Oct (I. Muro); 1 adult at Pine Island CA (Brevard) 30 Oct 
(C. Ferro); 1 at Indian River Lagoon Preserve SP (Brevard) 21 Nov (+M. Harris); 1 at 
Copeland’s Nursery (Lake) 27 Nov (S. Boschert). 

Short-tailed Hawk: 1 adult light morph at Salt Lake WMA (Brevard) 5 Aug (M. Harris); 
1 dark morph at Davis Park (St. Johns) 6 Aug (D. Reed); 1 immature dark morph at 
River Lakes CA (Brevard) 12 Aug (M. Harris); 2, 1 light and 1 dark morph at Palm 
Hammock Trail 30 Aug (P. Mansfield); 1 dark morph at West Hornbeam Drive (Semi¬ 
nole) 12 Sep (S. Collins); 1 dark morph at Arcadia Street (Orange) 14 Sep (M. Keim); 1 
at Palm Lake Court (Seminole) 14 Sep (S. Mitcham); 1 adult light morph at Wickham 
Court (Seminole) 24 Jul (+R. Stalnaker); 1 light morph at Merritt Island NWR 19 Sep 
(+M. Harris); 1 dark morph at Buck Lake CA (Brevard) 21 Sep (G. Williams); 1 dark 
morph at Orlando Wetlands Park 2 Oct (A. Zions); 1 light morph at Orlando Wetlands 
Park 2-19 Oct (S. Simmons); 1 dark morph at Green Mountain Scenic Overlook (Lake) 
6-7, 11 Oct (D. Richard); 1 adult light morph at Mead Botanical Gardens (Orange) 15 
Oct (G. Quigley); 1 adult light morph at Western Way, Walt Disney World (Orange) 6 
Nov (J. Thornton). 

Swainson’s Hawk: Up to 6 at various locations in Collier 31 Oct-EOS (D. True et al.); 1 at 
Masaryktown (Hernando) 3 Nov (D. Love); 1 juvenile female at Tom Renick County 
Park 14 and 20 Nov (H. Robinson); 1 at Alligator Point 18 Nov (+J. Murphy); 1 at 
Citrus Tract, Withlacoochee SF 17 Nov (J. Hoch); 1 at Inverness wastewater plant 
(Citrus) 25 Nov (D. Peterson). 

Red-tailed Hawk: 1 “Krider’s” at E Brooksville 18 Nov (B. Pranty et al.). 

* Golden Eagle: 1 adult at Tom Renick County Park 30 Oct (H. Robinson). 

Barn Owl: 1 at Bald Point SP (Franklin) 3 Oct (J. Murphy). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: 1 adult and 2 juveniles at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve (Pinellas) 
20-27 Sep (+P Plage, m. obs.); 1 at A. L. Anderson Park (Pinellas) 24 Sep (+T. Mast); 
1 at Florida Botanical Gardens (Pinellas) 26 Sep (+W. Meehan); 1 adult at Fort De 
Soto Park 2 Oct (+S. Tavaglione); 2 juveniles at Honeymoon Island SP (Pinellas) 14 
Oct 2017 (+K. Ducham). 
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Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: 1 at University of West Florida ( Pinellas ) 30 Sep (R Doggrell). 
Hairy Woodpecker: 1 at Green Mountain Scenic Overlook 11 Oct (J. Peterson); 1 at Cen¬ 
tral Winds Park 8 Oct (C. Irwin); 1 at Turkey Creek Sanctuary ( Brevard ) 14 Oct (C. 
Ferro); 1 at Buck Lake CA 8 Nov (G. Williams). 

Crested Caracara: 1 at E Clearwater ( Pinellas ) 18 Sep (+B. Barnaky). 

American Kestrel: 7, including 2 juv. at Walnut Hill ( Escambia ) 2 Sep (J. Yuhasz). 
Merlin: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 25 Aug (N. Hood); 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 
28 Sep (J. Eager). 

Peregrine Falcon: 1 at Disappearing Island, Ponce Inlet 6 Sep (M. Brothers); 1 at Paisley 
Woods Bike Trail, Ocala NF {Lake) 3 Oct (C. Henderson); 4 offshore Cape Canaveral 
7 Oct (M. Brothers, et al.); up to 351 at Guana Tolomato Matanzas NERR 2 Oct (D. 
Reed et al.) during the daily hawk watch from 27 Sept through 11 Oct where 1,028 
total Peregrines were noted. 

Monk Parakeet: 40 at Canal C-41A/SR 70 {Highlands) 23 Sep (C. Collins). 

White-eyed Parakeet: 1 at Wells Drive, South Daytona {Volusia) 27 Sep (A. Hull). 
Rose-ringed Parakeet: 1 at S Jacksonville {Duval) 24 Sep (C. Murphy). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: 1 at Helene Klein Pineland Preserve {Broward) 17-23 Oct (S. 
Johnson, +M. Avello, m. obs.). 

*Western Wood-Pewee: 1 at Weather Tower Road, Merritt Island NWR 18 Oct (+M. 
Harris). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: 2 at Sawgrass Lake Park {Pinellas) 20 Aug (+J. Clayton); 1 at 
Lake Mills Park 18 Oct (J. Leavens); 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 4-5 Nov (M. Roz- 
marynowycz); 1 at 20th Avenue, Vero Beach 7 Nov (G. Mina); 1 at 880 Catfish Avenue, 
New Smyrna Beach 8 Nov (T. Lee); 1 at Upper Quail Lake Trail {Volusia) 8 Nov. (R. 
Peterson); 1 at Fort Drum CA, Vero Beach (Indian River) 18 Nov (J. Wiggins). 

* Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: 1 at Cove Lake Drive {Orange) 18 Sep (P. Mansfield); 1 at 

Weather Tower Road, Merritt Island NWR 14 Oct (+M. Harris). 

Acadian Flycatcher: 2 at Harris Corporation {Brevard) 24 Aug (C. Ferro); 1 at Palm Trail, 
Merritt Island NWR 5 Sep (+J. Eager); 1 at Castaway Cove 25 Oct (+W. Johnson). 

* Alder Flycatcher: 1 at Oak and Palm Hammock Trails, Merritt Island NWR 15 Aug (M. 

Harris, m. obs.); 1 at Turkey Creek Sanctuary 15 Aug (C. Ferro, m. obs.); 1 at Paynes 
Prairie Preserve SP {Alachua) 27 Aug-1 Sep (M. Manetz, T. Anderson et al.); 1 at Lake 
Jackson 30 Aug (J. O’Connell, E. Schunke, D. Asbell). 

Least Flycatcher: 3 at Alachua 12 Sep-EOS (A. Zions, M. Manetz); 1 at Eagle Lake Park 
{Pinellas) 23 Sep (+J. Clayton); 1 at N St. Petersburg ( Pinellas) 27-28 Sep (+J. Clay¬ 
ton et al.); 1 at Merritt Island NWR 1 Oct (+M. Harris); 1 at Civic Sports Complex 
{Volusia) 19 Oct (+D. Bernstein); 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens, 21-22 Oct (S. Sim¬ 
mons, m. obs.); 1 at Black Hammock ( Seminole ) 4-5 Nov (P. Hueber); 1 at Canal Street 
{Seminole) 5 Nov (G. Williams); 1 at Dixie Park {Brevard) 25 Nov (+A. Whitlock). 
Eastern Phoebe: 28 at Fort De Soto Park 29 Aug (+R. Smith); 1 at Boyd Avenue {Brevard) 
11 Sep (C. Ferro); 125 at Gulf Breeze 24 Oct (B. Duncan, L. Duncan). 

*Say’s Phoebe: 1 at Gulf Breeze 24 Oct (B. Duncan, L. Duncan). 

Vermilion Flycatcher: 1 at Cedar Key 11 Oct (S. Zoellner); 1 at St. Marks NWR 11 Nov 
(D. Bryan); 1 male at Loxahatchee NWR {Palm Beach) 14 Nov-EOS (m. obs.). 
Ash-throated Flycatcher: 1 at Gulf Breeze 24 Oct (B. Duncan, L. Duncan); 1 at M and M 
Dairy {Duval) 7 Nov (T. Rohtsalu); 2 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive {Orange) 17 Nov 
(A. Delorey); 1 in the vicinity of Grassy Lake {Lake) 17 Nov (J. Thornton); 1 at Lake 
Apopka NSRA17-19 Nov (M. Buccieri, m. obs.); 1 at Okaloosa County STF 18-30 Nov 
(C. Wiley, B. Stanley et al.). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: 1 at Lake Apopka NSRA 21 Nov (+S. Simmons). 

Tropical Kingbird: 1 adult at L-30/L-31 Trail, Francis S. Taylor WMA {Miami-Dade) 
returned for the 4 th winter 23 Oct-EOS (m. obs.); 2 at Everglades Parkway Rest Area, 
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Francis S. Taylor WMA {Broward) 9-28 Nov (A. Zions, M. Berney, m. obs.); 1 at Storm¬ 
water Treatment Area 2 ( Palm Beach ) 11 Nov (D. Simpson). 

Western Kingbird: 1 at Haulover Canal Area, Merritt Island NWR 30 Oct (M. Harris); 
1 at Fellsmere Grade Recreation Area 2 Nov (+M. Kelly); 1 at West Keene Road {Or¬ 
ange) 29-30 Nov (S. Simmons, m. obs.). 

Gray Kingbird: 1 at Mariners Cove County Park ( Seminole ) 11 Oct (R. Peterson); 1 at 
Dummitt Grove 30 Oct (M. Harris). 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: 1 at Cruickshank Trail, Black Point Wildlife Drive 26 Oct 
(A. Satterfield); 1 at Haulover Canal Area 30 Oct (M. Harris); 1 at Fellsmere Grade 
Recreation Area 2 Nov (M. Kelly); 2 at Fort De Soto Park 25-28 Nov (+J. Mileyka). 

*Fork-tailed Flycatcher: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 1 Aug-3 Sep (m. obs.); 1 adult 
at Highland Oaks Park ( Miami-Dade ) 27 Sep-1 Oct (+S. Juan, m. obs.); 1 at Lake 
Apopka NSRA Lust Road gate 29 Nov (T. Rodriguez). 

*Thick-billed Vireo: 1 banded at Cape Florida Banding Station 23 Oct (+ M. Davis); 1 
different individual at Bill Baggs Cape Florida SP ( Miami-Dade ) 23 Oct-15 Nov (+M. 
Vasi, m. obs.). 

Bell’s Vireo: 1 at Arcadia Street 14 Sep (M. Keim). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 17 Aug (H. Robinson); 1 at Beck 
Ranch Park ( Volusia ) 26 Nov (D. LaGrange). 

Philadelphia Vireo: 1 at Barr Hammock Preserve {Alachua) 30 Sep (R. Rowan. S. Hof- 
stetter et al.); 1 at Green Mountain Scenic Overlook 5-6 Oct (G. Quigley); 1 at Bonner 
Park {Pinellas) 11 Oct (K. Nelson, +K. Duncan); 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 14-15 
and 18 Oct (F. Salmon); 1 at 650 Hull Road {Volusia) 16 Oct (+D. LaGrange); 1 at 
Dummitt Grove 17 Oct (+M. Harris); 1 at Pinion Circle {Volusia) 17 Oct (E. Agave); 
1 at Lake Mills Park 18 Oct (J. Leavens); 1 at Tuscawilla Preserve {Volusia) 18 Oct 
(D. Anderson); 1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 19 Oct (N. Frade, S. Goodman); 1 at 
Marine Hammock Sanctuary {Brevard) 22 Oct (+M. Harris); 1 at Sampala Lake Rd. 
{Madison) 22 Oct (S. Goodman); 1 at Boca Ciega Millennium Park {Pinellas) 24 Oct 
(R. Smith); 1 at a St. Petersburg yard 24 Oct (+J. Clayton). 

Warbling Vireo: 1 at Gulf Breeze 14 Sep (D. True); 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 10 Oct 
(+R. Merrigan, m. obs.); 1 at Indian River Lagoon Preserve SP 22 Oct (M. Harris). 

Purple Martin: 1 at Possum Branch Preserve {Pinellas) 26 Nov (+M. James). 

Tree Swallow: 2 at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve 5 Aug (S. Tavaglione, B. Ahern). 

Cave Swallow: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 1 Aug (K. Hamblett, m. obs.); 2 at Sweet¬ 
water Wetlands Park 20 Sep (J. Mays); 3 at Honeymoon Island SP 14 Oct (K. Du- 
cham); 1 at Tram Road Reuse Facility 18 Oct (J. O’Connell). 

Barn Swallow: 1 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct (M. Brothers). 

Carolina Chickadee: 1 at Frenchman’s Forest Nature Preserve {Palm Beach) 8 Oct-28 
Nov (m. obs.). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 1 at Pelican Way, St. Augustine {St. Johns) 21 Oct (A. Zions); 
12 at St. George Island SP {Franklin) 24 Oct (J. Murphy); 1 at Kathryn Abbey Hanna 
Park {Duval) 26 Oct (T. Rohtsalu); 1 at Guana River WMA {St. Johns) 10 Nov (D. 
Reed). 

Wood Thrush: 1 at Wakulla Beach Road {Wakulla) 22 Oct (B. Henderson, D. Wells). 

Gray Catbird: 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 26 Aug (M. Bailo, m. obs.); 1 at Crescent 
Executive Court {Seminole) 18 Sep (S. Collins); 1 at Quail Lake Trails 19 Sep (R. 
Peterson). 

^Bahama Mockingbird: 1 at Bill Baggs Cape Florida SP 12-13 Aug (N. Salino); 1 at Play- 
alinda Beach 8-22 Aug (+M. Harris). 

Northern Red Bishop: 1 at Lighthouse Point Park 9 Aug (+K. Hamblett); 1 at Lake Apop¬ 
ka Wildlife Drive 13 Aug (+L. Martin); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 4 Sep (G. 
Carson); 1 at Frazar Road {Volusia) 9 Sep (D. Anderson). 
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Scaly-breasted Munia: 5 at W Pensacola ( Escambia) 27 Aug (J. Lloyd); 8 at Eastman/ 
Taminco Sanctuary 28 Aug (L. Kelly); 8 at Pace 3 Sep (D. Stangeland); 11 at Univer¬ 
sity of West Florida 8 Sept (A. Holzinger); 18 at International Paper Wetlands 18 Oct 
(J. Callaway, B. Callaway); 5 at Big Lagoon State Park ( Escambia ) 15 Nov (C. Tebay). 

American Pipit: 1 at Guana Tolomato Matanzas NERR 21 Oct (J. Miller). 

Pine Siskin: 3 at Alligator Point 13 Nov (J. Murphy). 

American Goldfinch: 1 at Fort White ( Columbia ) 28 Aug (J. Sulek); 1 at Sabal Point 
0 Seminole ) 12 Sep (J. Peliwo); 1 at Pinion Circle 14-17 Sep (E. Agave). 

*Snow Bunting: 1 female at Tom Renick County Park 14 Nov (H. Robinson). 

Ovenbird: 1 at Gulf Islands National Seashore headquarters ( Santa Rosa ) 25 Nov (D. 
Muth). 

Worm-eating Warbler: 1 at Dunedin Hammock ( Pinellas ) 20 Aug (T. Kalbach). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: 1 at Tom Renick County Park 16 Aug (H. Robinson); 1 at Rosen 
Shingle Creek Convention Center ( Orange ) 13 Nov (S. Filichia). 

Northern Waterthrush: 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 1 Oct (J. Eager, m. obs.). 

Golden-winged Warbler: 5 at Alachua 21 Aug-15 Oct (J. Marchionno, J. Hintermister et 
al.); up to 9 at Pinellas between 29 Aug-24 Oct (fide R. Smith); 1 at Duck Hunt Access 
Road, Merritt Island NWR 27 Sep and 1 Oct (M. Harris); 1 at Tomoka SP banding sta¬ 
tion ( Volusia ) 2 Oct (E. Agave); 1 at Florence Point ( Nassau ) 4-5 Oct (A. Schumann); 
1 at Jacksonville Arboretum and Gardens (Duval) 10 Oct (J. Graham, C. Davis); 2 
males at Merritt Island NWR 14 Oct (B. Krikorian); 2 at Demtree Park ( Orange ) 16 
Oct (+T. Rodriguez); 1 at Lake Mills Park 18-19 Oct (J. Leavens, m. obs.); 1 at Guana 
Tolomato Matanzas NERR 21-24 Oct (D. Reed); 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 21-24 
and 29 Oct (W. Cantlebary, m. obs.); 1 at Maritime Hammock Sanctuary ( Brevard ) 25 
Oct (T. Ledford); 1 at Masaryktown 25 Oct (D. Love). 

Blue-winged Warbler: 1 at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve 3 Oct (E. Haney, D. Goodwin); 2 at 
Reddie Point Preserve (Duval) 7 Oct (D. Foster); 1 at George C. McGough Park (Pinel¬ 
las) 9 Oct (T. Young); 1 at Bonner Park 11-14 Oct (+J. Clayton, m. obs.); 1 at Cedar 
Point Preserve (Duval) 11 Oct (J. Graham); 1 at Guana Tolomato Matanzas NERR 24 
Oct (D. Reed, m. obs.). 

“Lawrence’s” Warbler: 1 at John Chesnut Park 15 Oct (+J. Colontonio). 

Black-and-white Warbler: 1 at Tom Renick County Park 29 Aug (H. Robinson). 

Prothonotary Warbler: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 17 Aug (H. Robinson); 1 at 
Mead Botanical Gardens 3 Sep (J. Eager, m. obs.). 

Swainson’s Warbler: 1 at Tomoka SP 29 Sep (+E. Agave); 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 
9 Oct (R. Merrigan). 

Nashville Warbler: 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 24-26 Sep (R. Merrigan); 1 at Mead 
Botanical Gardens 6 Oct (R. Merrigan); 1 at a W Largo yard 9 Oct (+T. Knuth); 1 
at Environmental Learning Center (Indian River) 15 Oct (J. Baker); 1 at Castaway 
Cove 15 Oct (W. Johnson); 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 16 Oct (L. Mathis); 1 at Mead 
Botanical Gardens 21 Oct (B. Taylor); 1 at Indian River Lagoon Preserve SP 22 Oct 
(M. Harris); 1 at Cocoa Beach Nature Park (Brevard) 22 Oct (+M. Harris); 1 at Tur¬ 
key Creek Sanctuary 25 Oct (C. Ferro); 1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 28 Oct (A. 
Zions); 1 at Pelican Island NWR (Indian River) 7 Nov (J. Pescatore); 1 at Sweetwater 
Wetlands Park 12-14 Nov (D. Alvarez. S. Goodman). 

^Mourning Warbler: 1 at Fort Pickens 2 Sep (A. Holzinger); 1 hatch-year male at Duck 
Hunter Access Road 16 Sep (+M. Harris); 1 at Tomoka SP 25 Sep (E. Agave). 

Kentucky Warbler: 2,1 male and 1 female at Turkey Creek Sanctuary 30 Aug (C. Ferro); 
1 at Towhee Trail, Walt Disney World, 9 Oct (J. Thornton); 1 at Red Bug Lake Park 
(Seminole) 21 Oct (J. Salguero, m. obs.). 

American Redstart: 1 at Lake Lotus Park (Seminole) 3 Aug (P. Hueber); 4 at Lake Apopka 
Wildlife Drive 17 Aug (H. Robinson); 1 at Upper Quail Lake Trail 8 Nov (R. Peterson). 

*Kirtland’s Warbler: 1 at Sebastian Inlet SP 23-24 Oct (D. Segal, m. obs.). 
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Cape May Warbler: 1 at Oak and Palm Hammock Trails 4 Sep (B. Krikorian); 1 at 20th 
Avenue (Indian River ) 5 Sep (G. Mina); 1 at Central Park ( Volusia ) 9 Sep (S. Brown); 
11 at Alachua 12 Sep-18 Oct (D. Segal, H. Jones); up to 2 at Fort De Soto Park 28 
Sep-1 Oct (+K. Duncan, m. obs.); 1 at Cocoa Beach Nature Park 22 Oct (+M. Harris); 
1 at Lori Wilson Park 13-14 and 23 Nov (P Mansfield). 

Cerulean Warbler: 6 at Alachua 19 Aug-28 Sep (M. Manetz, T. Anderson); up to 7 at 
Pinellas this fall with 3 present at Sawgrass Lake Park 30 Aug (+J. Clayton et al.); 1 
at Sawgrass Lake Park 27 Aug (+M. Burns et al.). 

Magnolia Warbler: 1 at Duda Sod Farms 12 Sep (D. Simpson); 1 at Mead Botanical 
Gardens 5 Nov (M. Rozmarynowycz); 1 at Turkey Creek Sanctuary 8 Nov (C. Ferro); 
1 at Indian River Lagoon Preserve SP 21 Nov (+M. Harris); 1 at Orlando Wetlands 
Park 26 Nov (K. Hamblett). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: 1 at John R. Bonner Nature Park ( Pinellas ) 12 Oct (+J. Eager, m. 
obs.); 1 at Lake Mills Park 18 Oct (J. Leavens). 

Blackburnian Warbler: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 17 Aug (H. Robinson); 1 at Mead 
Botanical Gardens 29 Oct (G. Soto). 

Yellow Warbler: Up to 39 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 17 Aug (H. Robinson, m. obs.); 
1 at Pumphouse, Merritt Island NWR 7 and 12 Nov (M. Harris, m. obs.). 

Blackpoll Warbler: 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 21-24 Oct (F. Salmon, m. obs.); 1 at 
Marine Hammock Sanctuary 22 Oct (M. Harris). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: 1 male at Sawgrass Lake Park 22 Aug (+J. Gibson et 
al.); 1 offshore Cape Canaveral 7 Oct (M. Brothers); 1 adult male at Mead Botanical 
Gardens 11 Nov (J. Thornton); 1 adult male at Central Winds Park 18 Nov (C. Cogar); 
1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 26 Nov (T. Wronski). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: 1 at Tallahassee {Leon) 13 Oct (J. Cavanagh). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 30 Sep-8 Oct (R. Merri- 
gan, m. obs.); 1 at Lake Mills Park 18 Oct (J. Leavens, m. obs.). 

Canada Warbler: 1 at Nova SE University School of Business ( Volusia ) 27 Aug (S. Krah); 
1 at Oak and Palm Hammock Trails 4 Sep (B. Krikorian); 1 at Evinston ( Marion ) 16 
Sep (S. Robinson); 1 at St. Vincent NWR ( Franklin ) 26 Sep (J. Murphy); 1 at Newn- 
ans Lake 27 Sep (C. Poli, M. Manetz, J. Hightower); 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 27 
Sep-4 Oct (+S. Collins); 1 at Paynes Prairie 2 Oct (M. Manetz); 1 at Gainesville 4-12 
Oct (A. Zions). 

Wilson’s Warbler: 1 at Gainesville 17 Sep (A. Kent, G. Kent); 1 at Kathryn Abbey Hanna 
Park 24 Sep (T. Rohtsalu); 1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 25-27 Sep (M. Manetz et 
al.); 1 at Newnans Lake 27 Sep-15 Oct (M. Manetz et al.); 1 at Dr. P. Phillips Com¬ 
munity Park 1 Oct (P. Mansfield); 1 female at Mead Botanical Gardens 28-29 Oct (L. 
Mathis, m. obs.); 1 at Demetree Park ( Orange ) 17 Nov (T. Rodriguez). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: 2 at Canaveral NS 6 Oct (W. Chatfield-Taylor); 1 at S Jackson¬ 
ville residence {Duval) 28 Oct-1 Nov (M. Chappell); 1 at Lake Apopka NSRA, Lust 
Road Gate 11 Nov (M. Hill); 1 at Tallahassee {Leon) 16 Nov-EOS (+G. Griffin, P. Grif¬ 
fin); 1 at Veterans Memorial Park {Okaloosa) 24 Nov (B. Stanley). 

^Western Spindalis: 1 male at Long Pine Key Campground, Everglades NP 1-8 Aug (m. 
obs.). 

*Black-faced Grassquit: 1 male building a nest continued at Long Pine Key Camp¬ 
ground, Everglades NP {Miami-Dade) 1-20 Aug (m. obs.). 

Chipping Sparrow: 1 at Upper Quail Lake trails 4 Sep (R. Peterson); 1 at Guana Tolomato 
Matanzas NERR 22 Sep (D. Reed, C. Elder); 1 at Fort De Soto Park 30 Sep (+M. 
James). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: 1 at Kathryn Abby Hanna Park 22 Sept (A. Tanner); 1 at Eagle 
Lake Park 22 Sep-25 Oct (+K. Duncan, +J. Clayton); 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 23 
Sep (J. Mileyka); 1 at Fred George Basin Greenway {Leon) 27 Sep (J. O’Connell); 1 
at WSEG boat ramp, Merritt Island NWR 29 Sep (L. Friedland); 1 at Apollo Beach, 
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Canaveral NS 12 Oct (D. Simpson); 2 at St. Sebastian River Preserve SP 15 Oct (D. 
Simpson); 1 at 650 Hull Road 17 Oct (D. LaGrange); 1 at Dummitt Grove 18 Oct (+M. 
Harris); 1 at Guana Tolomato Matanzas NERR 21-24 Oct (D. Reed); 1 at Lake Bel- 
leview ( Pinellas ) 30 Oct (K. Nelson); 1 at Gainesville 5-12 Nov (A. Zions); 1 at Orlando 
Wetlands Park 4 Nov (G. Leavens); 1 at Playalinda Beach 17-18 Nov (A. Whitlock); 
1 at Haulover Canal Area 17 Nov (+M. Harris); 1 at Palatlakaha Environmental and 
Agricultural Reserve {Lake) 19 Nov (G. Delpizzo); 1 at Indian River Lagoon Preserve 
SP 21, 22 Nov (+M. Harris). 

Field Sparrow: 1 at Black Hammock 4 Nov (P. Hueber). 

Lark Sparrow: 3 at Fort Pickens 12-16 Sep (J. Callaway, B. Callaway, P. Doggrell); 1 at 
Homosassa Springs 22 Sep (N. Renner); 1 at Fred George Basin Greenway 25 Sep (J. 
O’Connell); 1 at Okaloosa County Veterans’ Park ( Okaloosa ) 24 Oct (M. Swan); 1 at 
Fort De Soto Park 6 Nov (+J. Mangold); 1 at Merritt Island NWR 9 Nov (L. Mathis). 
Grasshopper Sparrow: 1 at Possum Branch Preserve (+L. Margeson). 

Le Conte’s Sparrow: 1 at Bald Point SP 9 Nov (J. Murphy). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: 1 at Black Creek Ravines CA {Clay) 26 Oct (S. Raduns); 1 at Lake 
Apopka NSRA, Lust Road Gate 11-12 Nov (S. Simmons, m. obs.); 1 at Masaryktown 
13 Nov (D. Love); 1 at Tall Timbers Research Station {Leon) 20 Nov (J. O’Connell). 
White-crowned Sparrow: 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 20 Oct (D. Simpson, m. obs.); 1 at 
Fort De Soto Park 24 Oct (+J. Mangold); 1 at Haulover Canal Area 30 Oct (M. Harris); 
1 at Roosevelt Wetland {Pinellas) 16 Nov (+S. Tavaglione); 1 at Haulover Canal Area 
Nov 17 (+M. Harris); 1 at Honeymoon Island SP 25 Nov (+F. Salmon). 

Dark-eyed Junco: 1 at Playalinda Beach 15-17 Nov (+M. Harris, m. obs.); 1 slate-colored 
at Oak Valley Blvd {Lake) 18 Nov (G. Quigley); 1 at Snake Bight Trail, Everglades NP 
{Monroe) 27 Nov (T. Neuman). 

Summer Tanager: 6 were at Sawgrass Lake Park 20 Aug (J. Clayton); 5 at various Gaines¬ 
ville sites 3-25 Nov (T. Hoctor); 1 at Longwood 26 Nov (G. Williams); 1 male at St. 
Petersburg 27 Nov (D. Margeson). 

Western Tanager: 1 at St. George Island SP 18 Oct (D. Reed, D. Meehan, J. Murphy); 1 
at Evergreen Cemetery {Broward) 4 Nov (M. Berney). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: 1 female at Pelican Island NWR 8 Nov (J. Pescatore); 1 at Pace 
{Santa Rosa) 9 Nov (D. Stangeland); 1 at Gainesville 19 Nov-EOS (A. Kratter). 
Painted Bunting: 1 at Gulf Breeze 23-25 Sep (B. Duncan, L. Duncan); 1 at Tallahassee 
27 Nov (G. Simmons). 

Dickcissel: 1 at Gulf Breeze 29 Aug (L. Duncan); 1 at Gulf Breeze 3-6 Sep (L. Duncan); 
1 at Merritt Island NWR 30 Sep (M. Harris); 1 at Haulover Canal Area 17 Nov (+M. 
Harris); 1 at Largo Nature Reserve 24 Oct (S. Aversa). 

Bobolink: 1 Palatlakaha Environmental and Agricultural Reserve 2 Nov (B. Zollner). 
Meadowlark sp.: 1, not photographed and silent, at Fort De Soto Park 4 Nov (J. Mangold). 
Brewer’s Blackbird: 1 at St. Marks NWR 30 Oct (D. Asbell, J. O’Connell). 

Shiny Cowbird: 1 at N St. Petersburg feeder 2-3 Aug (+M. Burns); 1 at Playalinda Beach 
22 Aug (M. Harris); 1 at NE St. Petersburg feeder 21 Sep (J. Clayton). 

Contributors: Brian Ahern, David Alvarez, David Anderson, Trina Anderson, E mi ly 
Angell, Daphne Asbell, Bill Asteriades, Steve Aversa, Brady Bailo, Juanita Baker, Bob 
Barnaky, Gail Becker, Andy Benson, Mark Berney, David Bernstein, Lucas Bobay, Peter 
Brannon, Michael Brothers, Michael Brower, Sherri Brown, Dana Bryan, Mike Buccieri, 
Mark Burns, Brenda Callaway, Jerry Callaway, Edel Ferrer Campana, William Cantlebary, 
George Carson, Jim Cavanaugh, Marie Chappell, Will Chatfield-Taylor, JoAnna Clayton, 
Clair Cogar, Christopher Collins, Steve Collins, Joe Colontonio, Paul Cooper, Mandy 
Cumming, Phil Cumming, Debbie Cusick, Leo Custer, Kevin Dailey, Candice Davis, 
Michelle Davis, Gigi DelPizzo, Alan Delorey, Robin Diaz, Perry Doggrell, Kelly Ducham, 
Bob Duncan, Kathy Duncan, Lucy Duncan, Jim Eager, Cynthia Elder, Robert Emond, 
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Lane Epps, Christopher Ferro, Wayne Forsythe, David Foster, Noah Frade, Don Fraser, 
Bruce Furlow, Dave Gagne, Rod Gasche, Reinhard Geisler, Jutta Geisler, Jerry Gibson, 
Marcello Gomes, Larry Goodman, Steven Goodman, David Goodwin, Jeffrey Graham, Todd 
Greenwald, Gary Griffin, Peg Griffin, Jospeh Guita, Mark Gurley, Karen Hamblett, Erik 
Haney, Greg Harbor, Mitchell Harris, Randy Harrod, David Hartgrove, Simon Harvey, 
Bob Henderson, Clay Henderson, Hansel Herrera, Jessica Hightower, Chuck Hignite, 
Mario Hill, John Hintermister, Jon Hoch, Tim Hoctor, Steve Hofstetter, Andrew Holzinger, 
Nathan Hood, Brian Hope, Earl Horn, Paul Hueber, Adam Hull, Casey Irwin, Melissa 
James, Stephen Johnson, Will Johnson, Harrison Jones, Michael Jordan, Smith Juan, Tim 
Kalbach, Stephen Kaplan, Richard Kaskan, Kim Kelly, Les Kelly, Michelle Kelly, Mary 
Keim, Adam Kent, Gina Kent, Tammy Knuth, Sam Krah, Andy Kratter, Brian Krikorian, 
Mitzi LaCoste, David LaGrange, Bob Lane, Doris Leary, Patrick Leary, Gary Leavens, 
Janet Leavens, Tom Ledford, Robert Lengacher, Dawn Lloyd, Jan Lloyd, Gina Long, Darcy 
Love, Alicia Lusk, Dave Lusk, Mike Manetz, John Mangold, Jane Mann, Steve Mann, 
Phyllis Mansfield, Joe Marchionno, Don Margeson, Lorraine Margeson, John Martin, 
Larry Martin, Tom Marvel, Paul Marvin, Morton Massey, Lori Mathis, Jonathan Mays, 
Dean McCallum, Shelby McNemar, David McQuade, Tammy McQuade, Dierdre Meehan, 
Wendy Meehan, Richard Merrigan, Joseph Mileyka, Jennifer Miller, Karl Miller, Kenny 
Miller, Sam Mitcham, Matt Mitchell, Guiller Miwa, Isabella Muro, Cathy Murphy, John 
Murphy, David Muth, Kris Nelson, Tom Neuman, Christian Newton, Margaret O’Brien, Jeff 
O’Connell, Ken Oeser, Stephanie Parker, Joseph Pescatore, David Peterson, Roy Peterson, 
Pete Plage, Caroline Poli, Bill Pranty, Bruce Purdy, Gallus Quigley, Steve Raduns, Kim 
Ramos, Diane Reed, Norma Renner, Doug Richard, Bob Richter, William Rivera, Harry 
Robinson, Scott Robinson, Tom Rodriguez, Danny Rohan, David Roorda, Thomas Rohtsalu, 
Meg Rousher, Rex Rowan, Mark Rozmarynowycz, Shane Runyon, Nicola Salino, Frank 
Salmon, Lia Samsom, Ann Satterfield, Kim Savides, Scott Schlossman, Andrew Schumann, 
Elliott Schunke, Debbie Segal, William Sharkey, Glenda Simmons, Scott Simmons, David 
Simpson, Marvin Smith, Ron Smith, Gabriel Soto, Robert Stalnaker, Daniel Stangeland, 
Bill Stanley, Jacqui Sulek, Doug Sutherland, Malcolm Swan, Wes Tallyn, Alta Tanner, Sue 
Tavaglione, Barbara Taylor, Carol Tebay, Greg Thompson, John Thornton, Tim Towles, 
David True, Ken Uslabar, Michael Vasi, Bob Wallace, Eary Warren, Chuck Weber, Donna 
Wells, Audrey Whitlock, Julia Wiggins, Chris Wiley, Graham Williams, Alan Wraithmell, 
Andy Wraithmell, Tom Wronski, Cuneyt Yilmaz, Daniel Young, Susan Young, Travis 
Young, John Yuhasz, Adam Zions, Bruce Zollner. 

Report prepared by Kevin E. Dailey, state compiler (6661 Beatrix Drive, Jacksonville, 
Florida 32226, <kedailey@yahoo.com>). Regional compilers are Kevin E. Dailey, Robin 
Diaz (200 Ocean Lane Drive #PB-1, Key Biscayne, Florida 33149, <rd4birds@bellsouth. 
net>), Bob and Lucy Duncan (614 Fairpoint Drive, Gulf Breeze, Florida 32561, 
<Town_Point@bellsouth.net>), Jim Eager (350 Filmore Ave., Apt F-18, Cape Canaveral, 
Florida, 32920, beachbirder@bellsouth.net), Charlie Ewell (115 SW 51st Terrace, Cape 
Coral, Florida 33991, <anhinga42@comcast.net>), Bev Hansen (6573 Pine Meadows 
Drive, Spring Hill, Florida 34606, <bevalhansen@gmail.com>), John Murphy (766 
Alligator Drive, Alligator Point, Florida 32346, <southmoonunder@mchsi.com>), David 
Sherer (123 Main Drive, Venus, FL 33960, <dlsherer@gmail.com>), and Ron Smith 
(1500 85th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33702, <rsmithbirds@gmail.com>). 
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MURDER MYSTERY AT THE NEST OF A BROWN¬ 
HEADED NUTHATCH (Sitta pusilla) 

James A. Cox 1 and Jessica A. Cusick 2 

X T'all Timbers Research Station and Land Conservancy, 13093 Henry Beadel Drive, 

Tallahassee, Florida 32312 

2 Florida State University, Department of Biological Science, 319 Stadium Drive, 

Tallahassee, Florida 32306 

Conspecific aggression occurs regularly among birds but only rarely results in death. 
The rarity of lethal aggression is thought to stem from the imbalance that exists in the 
potential outcome of aggressive interactions: the benefit of winning a lethal engagement 
only rarely outweighs the cost of losing a lethal engagement (Piper et al. 2008). The 
magnitude of this cost/benefit imbalance appears to be large given the scarcity of 
conspecific killing documented for birds (Hof and Hazlett 2012); however, the magnitude 
of the imbalance can diminish during the breeding season when aggressive interactions 
can lead to improved reproductive success (Dunn et al. 2014). For example, female 
Eastern Bluebirds ( Sialia sialis ) respond with heightened aggression to intruding 
females during periods of the nesting cycle when eggs are present (Gowaty and Wagner 
1988). The sex- and context-specific aggression that female bluebirds exhibit is thought 
to guard against the threat that conspecific egg-dumping may pose, but also infrequently 
leads to maiming or death (Blake 1954, Gowaty and Wagner 1988). 

We describe the discovery of a dead female Brown-headed Nuthatch ( Sitta pusilla ) 
whose death may have resulted from aggressive interactions with another nuthatch. 
Since 2006, a large color-marked nuthatch population has been studied on Tall Timbers 
Research Station (Leon County, Florida) to learn more about the demography of this 
cooperatively breeding pineland endemic (Cox and Slater 2007). Scores of nests are 
monitored each year by inspecting nest cavities using flashlights and dental mirrors 
approximately every 4 days (Cox and Slater 2007). The field efforts document the 
marked adults associated with each nesting attempt and variation in nesting success 
and productivity among territories. 

On 18 March 2016, a dead, unmarked adult nuthatch was discovered inside a nest 
(Fig. 1) that appeared to be excavated and tended exclusively by a marked male-female 
pair based on the field observations collected during previous visits to the territory. The 
marked pair had begun lining the cavity approximately 10 days earlier, and two eggs 
were observed in the nest on Mar 14. The marked pair was banded initially at a nearby 
nest site (< 75 m) in 2014 and had been observed in the area ever since. 

The dead individual was extracted from the cavity using forceps. The corpse was stiff 
as a result of rigor mortis, and there were small peck marks and bruised flesh around 
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Figure 1. Deceased female Brown-headed Nuthatch as discovered inside the 
nesting cavity of a marked male-female pair of nuthatches. 


the head (Fig. 2). There were also three undamaged eggs in the nest and one cracked 
egg. The individual appeared to be a female based on its wing chord length (< 63 mm), 
but we could not detect the presence of an egg inside the individual using palpation. Sex 
was confirmed through an analysis of DNA extracted from a few feathers plucked from 
the deceased (performed by Avian Biotech International, Tallahassee, Florida; a private 
company that uses molecular procedures to sex birds for research and commercial 
purposes). 

The animal responsible for this death was unknown, but the entrance to the nest 
cavity measured 34 mm x 28 mm along the major axes and would have precluded entry by 
an Eastern Bluebird or any other cavity-nesting bird much larger than a nuthatch. Field 
observations collected up to this point had not noted any strong interactions with other 
species of small, cavity-nesting birds (e.g., Carolina Chickadee [Poecile carolinensis ] or 
Tufted Titmouse [Baeolophus bicolor]). Except for the peck marks around the head, the 
deceased female also was unmarred and lacked the bite marks found on the carcasses of 
other dead females discovered in their nest cavities and thought to have been killed by 
small mammals (Cox and Slater 2007). Although we saw the marked pair of nuthatches 
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Figure 2. Close up of head wounds on the dead female. There were no marks 
elsewhere on the body. 

giving alarm notes from a nearby pine tree during this discovery, there was no further 
activity observed at the nest for several days. However, 13 days later the pair initiated a 
new nesting attempt in the same cavity that failed due to predation on April 8. 

We observe conspecific aggression regularly in this nuthatch population and often use 
aggressive conspecific responses as a tool for marking new adults. Adults are lured into 
mist nets using wood-carved nuthatch models and conspecific vocalizations broadcast 
through an MP3 player (Cox and Slater 2007). The models typically are placed on the 
lower branches of a pine tree or a low-statured snag. The adults targeted for marking 
regularly avoid mist nets and land on or near the models. Some adults attack the models 
using sharp pecking actions around the head. Direct attacks to the head have also 
been observed during aggressive interactions with other cavity-nesting species. During 
experimental manipulations where a taxidermy model of a Red-headed Woodpecker 
(.Melanerpes erythrocephalus) was placed at the entrance to an active nuthatch nest, 
individual nuthatches were observed directly striking the head of the model. 

The circumstances surrounding the death of this female are also consistent with 
the heightened female aggression noted for Eastern Bluebirds and other cavity-nesting 
birds during egg laying and incubation (Gowaty and Wagner 1988, Rosvall 2008). Female 
aggression appears to peak at this time in an effort to prevent brood parasitism or reduce 
the damage brood parasites may inflict upon an active nest (Gloag et al. 2013). Female 
aggression among cavity-nesting species also is hypothesized to be accentuated during 
the nesting period because of a presumed scarcity of available nest sites (Rosvall 2008). 

Our observation also suggests that egg dumping should be considered in future 
studies of both maternity/paternity and cooperative breeding behavior in the Brown¬ 
headed Nuthatch. When Han et al. (2015) assessed the prevalence of extra-pair 
paternity in this nuthatch population using molecular techniques, they assumed that 
egg dumping did not occur. Egg dumping is a pathway that subordinate female helpers 
of other cooperatively breeding species use to produce offspring (Richardson et al. 2002). 
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Female helpers have been documented for this population (J. Cox, unpubl. data) and 
in south Florida (Cox and Slater 2007) that provide assistance to their presumed parents 
or to nests adjacent to the helper’s natal territory. Female helpers in south Florida assist 
with incubation (Cox and Slater 2007), but video data collected at nests in our north 
Florida population suggest that dominant females consistently exclude female helpers 
during egg laying and incubation (J. Cusick, unpubl. data). Geographic variation in 
the types of assistance that dominant females are willing to accept from subordinates 
may reflect trade-offs between the negative threats posed by brood parasitism and the 
positive benefits that female helpers might provide. 

Female floaters also have been documented for this population and also likely use egg 
dumping as a method for reproducing outside the more typical condition of a territorial 
pair bond. We suspect that the female killed here was a floater, not a helper, because the 
marked pair did not nest successfully in the previous year and had been seen exclusively 
at the nest site in six visits conducted prior to the discovery of the dead female in 2016. 
The breeding females and nestlings associated with all surrounding nests (n = 6) also 
had been marked in previous years, implying that the deceased female likely came from 
outside the immediate neighborhood. 

Taken collectively, these observations suggest that breeding behavior in the Brown¬ 
headed Nuthatch is more complex than previously recognized and should consider egg 
dumping as another reproductive strategy employed by females. 
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RED-NECKED GREBE (.Podiceps grisegena ) IN PASCO 
COUNTY, FLORIDA: FIRST RECORD FOR THE PENINSULA 

Bill Pranty 

8515 Village Mill Row, Bayonet Point, Florida 34667-2662 
Email: billpranty@hotmail.com 

Through 2012, only two verifiable records of the Red-necked Grebe ( Podiceps 
grisegena ) in Florida were known. Although Greenlaw et al. (2014:48) state that only one 
Florida record was known, they cite two records: one grebe photographed at Pensacola 
Bay, Santa Rosa County, 13 December 2000 by Leslie Case (FOSRC #2001-437); and 
one grebe (FOSRC #2012-945) photographed by many observers at Lake Elberta Park, 
Tallahassee, Leon County, 13 November 2012-13 January 2013 (Pranty 2013a, Greenlaw 
2015, <ebird.org/view/checklist/S12604575>; final date not published previously). A 
third record (FOSRC #2013-962), which followed the second record by three days, was 
obtained when John Erickson photographed a Red-necked Grebe at Crowder Landing, 
Lake Jackson, Leon County, 16 January 2013 (Pranty 2013b, Greenlaw 2015). This 
grebe may have represented the Lake Elberta Park grebe returning north; the two sites 
are 11 km apart. Here I provide details on the fourth record of Red-necked Grebe in 
Florida, based on a bird present in coastal Pasco County during November 2016; this 
record furnished the first for the Florida peninsula. 

Discovery .—During the morning of 13 November 2016, I was birding Robert J. 
Strickland Memorial Park (otherwise known as Hudson Beach Park) along the Gulf of 
Mexico at the western end of Clark Street in Hudson, Pasco County, Florida. Hudson 
Beach is a popular spot locally for observing sea birds; I often conduct Gulf watches from 
this site. After birding the park on foot, I scoped the Gulf from the southern picnic shelter, 
beginning at 843 hours EST. The morning sun was behind me, thus providing excellent 
light on birds to the west. My Eagle Optics Ranger spotting scope provided 25-60 power 
with a 60 mm objective lens. At 932 hours, I spotted a Red-necked Grebe in largely basic 
plumage as it dove in the boat channel approximately 200 m offshore. Within an hour, 
several other birders, including the late Murray Gardler, had joined me in observing the 
grebe. By 1055 hours, the grebe had swum out of sight to the north. We suspected that 
it might be visible from Port Hudson Marina, a private location 400 m north of the park, 
to which Gardler had access. After having received access to the marina by the manager, 
we relocated the Red-necked Grebe at 1150 hours as it foraged offshore. By 1240 hours, 
we had lost sight of the grebe and had left the site. Primarily owing to access restrictions, 
Port Hudson Marina was never again searched for the Red-necked Grebe. 

The Red-necked Grebe was seen at Hudson Beach Park daily through 20 November 
2016 and sporadically afterward (eBird reports); I observed it on 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 
and 24 November, obtaining identifiable photographs on 13, 14, 18, and 19 November. 
The grebe was last seen by Susan Daughtrey on 28 November 2016 (<ebird.org/view/ 
checklist/S32774350>). 

Identification .—The following description was taken from my field notes taken on 
13, 14, and 24 November, when I was able to study the grebe in good light for more than 
90 minutes of combined viewing time. The Red-necked Grebe was a medium-sized water 
bird with a slender body, a longish, fairly slender neck, a long, flat-topped head, and 
a long, slender bill; the length of the bill roughly equaled the length of the head. The 
crown, nape, hind neck, and mantle were blackish, while the rest of the head was dusky 
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Figure 1. Two views of a Red-necked Grebe off Hudson Beach Park, Hudson, 
Pasco County, Florida, 14 November 2016. Photographs by Stephen Mann. This 
record provides the fourth record of Red-necked Grebe in Florida, and the first 
record in the peninsula. 

with a pale line below the eye that extended diagonally to behind the eye. The foreneck 
was pale rusty, apparently representing some retention of alternate plumage. The breast 
and flanks were whitish, and the remainder of the visible underparts were blackish. 
The bill was yellow with a dusky culmen and tip. When viewed facing away, the grebe’s 
blackish nape was widely separated from the pale diagonal lines on the face, forming a 
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wide vertical dark line. This nape pattern differed from that of a Horned Grebe ( Podiceps 
auritus), which shows a narrow vertical dark line separating the white cheeks. The Red¬ 
necked Grebe occasionally flapped its wings, which were dark with a white patch on the 
trailing edge of the secondaries and a smaller white patch on the leading edge. The grebe 
was larger than Laughing Gulls ( Leucophaeus atricilla ) in direct comparison, and was 
much larger than Horned Grebes visible in the same scope view. Owing to the remnants 
of retained alternate plumage, the grebe appeared to be adult. 

Behavior .—The Red-necked Grebe evidently roosted on Gulf waters south of Hudson 
Beach; when found at the park during mornings (at 932 hours on 13 November, 834 
hours on 14 November, 808 hours on 17 November, and 720 hours on 19 November), it 
was always seen swimming northward. The grebe remained in the Hudson boat channel 
at distances estimated to be 200-300 m offshore; it was never seen in shallow water 
outside the channel. When foraging, the grebe would dive and remain submerged for 
several seconds (often much longer), frequently resurfacing far from where it dove. After 
foraging for 1-2 hours, the grebe would often preen on the surface for several minutes 
while drifting slowly northward. I never saw the grebe fly. Owing to the distance offshore, 
and also likely due to seasonality, the Red-necked Grebe was never heard to vocalize. 
It was never seen to interact with any of the several other bird species with which it 
was often observed in proximity, such as Hooded Merganser ( Lophodytes cucullatus ), 
Red-breasted Merganser ( Mergus serrator ), Horned Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant 
(.Phalacrocorax auritus), and Laughing Gull. 

Disposition of the record .—At their annual meeting on 8 July 2017, members of the 
Florida Ornithological Society Records Committee unanimously accepted the identity of 
the Pasco County grebe as a Red-necked Grebe (FOSRC #2017-1192; A. W. Kratter in 
litt.), thus becoming the fourth verifiable record in Florida. 
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FIRST RECORDS OF PIPING PLOVER (Charadrius 
melodus ) AND AMERICAN KESTREL (Falco sparverius ) IN 
THE JARDINES DE LA REINA ARCHIPELAGO, CUBA 

Yleney Igalza Galanena 1 and Antonio Garcia-Quintas 
Centro de Investigaciones de Ecosistemas Costeros, Cayo Coco, Cuba. CP: 69400 

Email: yigalza@ciec.cu 

The Jardines de la Reina Archipelago (JRA) extends for 360 km off the southern 
coast of east-central Cuba, between Casilda Bay and the Gulf of Guacanayabo. 
The JRA consists of about 661 cays divisible into three island subgroups, the most 
important of which faunistically are the Ana Maria (Fauna Refuge) and the Doce 
Leguas cays (National Park) (Parada and Garcia-Quintas 2012). The latter occupies 
around 87 km on the outer edge of the island shelf and is formed by a chain of cays 
separated by small straits; Caguama, Grande and Caballones are the largest cays 
(Parada and Garcia-Quintas 2012). Typical vegetation types of the Doce Leguas cays 
include all floristic and physiognomic variants of mangrove forests as well as coastal 
xeromorph thicket on sand, and other vegetation complexes of sandy and rocky coasts 
(Parada and Garcia-Quintas 2012). 

In comparison with other sites in Cuba, the JRA is among the least studied 
ornithologically, with a few outstanding exceptions such as the exhaustive works 
of Buden and Olson (1989) and Socarras et al. (2006). The number of studies has 
increased in the last five years (e.g., Parada and Garcia-Quintas 2012, Parada et al. 
2015, Garcia-Quintas 2016). Most of these studies have focused on the communities 
of terrestrial birds, while investigations on waterbirds are scarce (Garcia-Quintas 
2016). It is important to increase knowledge of this region, due to its high degree 
of isolation, its conservation status, and because its natural history value is little 
appreciated. 

During a sampling period (4 through 18 November 2017) in the coastal zones of 
six cays of the JRA, we recorded two new bird species for this region. Fieldwork was 
done between 0700 and 1200 h (standard Cuban time). The new species recorded 
were Piping Plover ( Charadrius melodus) and American Kestrel ( Falco sparverius). 
They were sighted in Grande and Caballones cays respectively. Piping Plover is 
especially notable because it is regarded as Vulnerable in Cuba and Near Threatened 
at the global scale (Blanco 2012). 

Piping Plover —.A shorebird with breeding range in northeastern North America 
that winters in the southeastern United States, the Bahamas, and the Greater 
Antilles (Garrido and Kirkconnell 2011). Several monitoring projects have shown 
that the coastal zones of Cuba have the highest number of records of winter resident 
and transient Piping Plovers in the Antilles (Blanco 2012). Typical habitats of this 
species are broad sandy beaches, although it may also use salt marshes and shallow 
coastal lagoons (Blanco 2012). 

Several programs have been developed in Cuba for the study and conservation 
of Piping Plover and its winter habitats (e.g., Blanco et al. 1994, Blanco 1997, 
Blanco and Perez 1997). These studies estimate that its population in Cuba is ca.140 
individuals (2.3 % of its global population) and that its distribution range in Cuba 
is mainly northern coasts. Coco, Paredon Grande, and Anton Chico cays have the 
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greatest number of observed individuals (Blanco 2012). In southern Cuba, it has 
previously been sighted only on Largo cay, part of the Canarreos Archipelago. 

On 6 November 2017 we observed one individual of Piping Plover foraging on a 
sand bank north of Grande cay, together with two Semipalmated Plovers ( Charadrius 
semipalmatus) and a flock of Ruddy Turnstones ( Arenaria interpres). This sighting 
constitutes the first report of this species for the JRA, and the second site for the species 
in southern Cuba. The observed individual was probably a transient. More sampling 
efforts will be necessary to evaluate the status of this species in JRA. 

American Kestrel —.A common permanent- (F. s. sparveroides), winter resident 
and transient (F. s. sparverius ) raptor in Cuba, Isla de la Juventud (Isle of Youth) 
and some cays. American Kestrel exploits open terrain, rural farmland, and edges of 
forests, roads and dirt roads (Garrido and Kirkconnell 2011). It is the most abundant 
and widely distributed raptor species in Cuba, due to its versatility in habitat use 
and trophic requirements (Rodriguez 2004). It had not been recorded in JRA until 7 
November 2017, in the over-sand shrubland of Caballones cay. The individual was 
an adult female hunting during the morning hours. It was probably a migratory 
transient. 
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REVIEW 

Diamonds in the Rough: Natural History of the Eastern Diamondback 
Rattlesnake, by D. Bruce Means. 2017. Tall Timbers Press, Tallahassee, Florida. ISBN 
978-0-9703886-5-0. $100 hardcover. 416 pages. 

For students of herpetology in the state of Florida, no animal is more iconic of 
the southeastern coastal plain than the eastern diamondback rattlesnake ( Crotalus 
adamanteus). The geographic range of C. adamanteus extends from southeastern North 
Carolina, south through peninsular Florida, and west through southern Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana. This species is not only the largest rattlesnake in the world, 
but also the largest venomous snake in the United States and Canada, and exceeded only 
by the bushmaster (genus Lachesis ) as the longest venomous snake in the New World. It 
has gained recognition in the southeastern United States due to its large size, diamond¬ 
shaped dorsal pattern, potential danger to humans, and economic worth. Even though 
the species is widely discussed, surprisingly little has been accurately recorded about its 
basic biology and natural history. Similar to many species that inhabit the longleaf pine 
ecosystem (e.g., Florida Scrub-Jay, gopher tortoise), eastern diamondback rattlesnakes 
have experienced substantial population declines over the past century. Fortunately, an 
important new resource has been published to shed light on this charismatic species 
that will inspire future generations to study and conserve the eastern diamondback 
rattlesnake and its endangered habitats. 

D. Bruce Means ’Diamonds in the Rough: Natural History of the Eastern Diamondback 
Rattlesnake (hereafter Diamonds in the Rough ) is a truly impressive monograph on the 
biology of Crotalus adamanteus, synthesizing over 40 years’ worth of scientific data 
collected from multiple long-term field studies in northern Florida and southern Georgia 
and over 700 dissected specimens. The 416-page book is organized into 24 chapters and 
begins with a forward by Joe Hutto and a preface by Means. A fascinating historical 
perspective is provided in Chapter 1, which begins with the earliest published illustration 
of any New World snake: the eastern diamondback rattlesnake (by Theodor de Bry in 
1591). The following text demonstrates how little was learned about C. adamanteus 
over the next -375 years, largely due to superstitions and the spread of misinformation. 
Next there is a short chapter on Means’ inspiration to study the eastern diamondback 
rattlesnake, followed by information on his study areas (Tall Timbers Research Station, 
Florida; Alligator Point, Florida; Little St. Simons Island, Georgia) and his methods 
(Chapters 3-4). 

The ensuing 14 chapters are the meat of Diamonds in the Rough, providing 
information on the morphology (Chapter 5), growth (Chapter 6), crypticity (Chapter 
7), overwintering strategies (Chapters 8-9), daily and seasonal activity (Chapter 
10), thermal biology (Chapter 11), sex ratio, annual range, and density (Chapter 12), 
habitat and geographic distribution (Chapter 13), food and prey acquisition (Chapter 
14), enemies and defensive behavior (Chapter 15), combat, courtship, and copulation 
(Chapter 16), reproductive biology (Chapter 17), and birth and early life (Chapter 18) of 
the eastern diamondback rattlesnake. These chapters are based on a staggering amount 
of long-term field data, which are illustrated in 124 high-quality figures and 41 tables. 
For example, the daily and seasonal activity periods defined by Means are based on 4,077 
radiotelemetry observations (Figs. 10.4, 10.5), the thermal biology variation is based on 
1,980 body temperature measurements (Table 11.1), and the diet characterization for the 
species is based on the stomach contents of 725 specimens (Table 14.3). The conclusions 
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generated from these data have resolved many longstanding mischaracterizations 
about the eastern diamondback, firmly establishing instead its largely diurnal nature 
(p. 111-114; anecdotal reports of nocturnality were published in 1936, 1940, and 1972) 
and its primary defense mechanism of crypsis and flight (pp. 214-219; the aggressive 
posturing, rattling, and striking often observed in eastern diamondbacks is their last 
line of defense). Detailed field andecdotes are also included throughout Diamonds in 
the Rough, such as multiple “close encounters”, in which Means found himself within 
striking range (or standing on!) a hidden C. adamanteus (pp. 84-90; these incidents, 
even those in which Means stepped on the snake, never resulted in a strike) and the only 
published observation of courtship and copulation in the species (pp. 223-229), which 
Means observed for over 9 hours! 

Following the comprehensive natural history and ecology sections, four chapters are 
presented that explore eastern diamondback rattlesnake-human relations (Chapters 
18-22). Means concludes that C. adamanteus is the most dangerous venomous snake 
in the United States due to its size and venom toxicity, and he received two venomous 
bites during his career working on the species (both occurred while handling animals). 
Chapter 19 tells the story of his first venomous snake bite and continues by reviewing 
the venom delivery system and venom complexity of rattlesnakes. A valuable section 
follows, entitled, “What to do if you are bitten by the eastern diamondback rattlesnake.” 
Chapter 20 discusses the direct and indirect impact humans have on C. adamanteus, 
which includes road kills, hunting, commercial exploitation (for venom, skins, and meat), 
habitat loss, and habitat mismanagement. Chapter 21 reviews the depressing history 
of southeastern rattlesnake roundups, which started in the late 1950’s following the 
discovery that gasoline could be poured through a hose into gopher tortoise burrows 
to expel rattlesnakes. The management actions that will likely be required to conserve 
C. adamanteus populations into the future are discussed in chapter 22, which focuses 
on preserving and restoring the native habitats associated with the species, namely 
longleaf pine-wiregrass communities. The two concluding chapters provide a discussion 
on rattlesnake comparative ecology (Chapter 23) and future directions for research 
(Chapter 24). The ecology of C. adamanteus is briefly juxtaposed with what is known 
about the western diamondback, the prairie rattlesnake, and the timber rattlesnake. To 
conclude Diamonds in the Rough, Means urges future researchers to investigate certain 
aspects of eastern diamondback biology especially in need of attention: juvenile life, 
homing and navigation capabilities, role in vertebrate food web, and the diamondback 
populations in the Everglades, to name a few. A works cited and index is provided. 

Diamonds in the Rough is an excellent book that will be an essential resource 
for scientists, naturalists, and wildlife management professionals alike. If you have 
never observed an eastern diamondback rattlesnake in the wild, you will have an 
itching to do so by the end of this book. Diamonds in the Rough is well-bound with 
good paper, the many images are of high quality and appropriately captioned, and 
the text is well edited. It is surprisingly readable, considering that it is a technical 
work containing a tremendous amount of data and information. The stories and 
observations from afield provide the reader a close look at life as a field biologist 
in the southeastern United States. Some sections could have been expanded. The 
morphology chapter is mostly on external features (e.g., scales, rattle, coloration) 
and largely lacks internal anatomy (e.g., osteology, myology). The comparative 
ecology chapter discusses four species of Crotalus, yet over 40 species are currently 
recognized. Notwithstanding, Diamonds in the Rough is a colossal work that will be 
regarded as the principal reference on the eastern diamondback rattlesnake and is 
well worth having on your bookshelf. 

Daniel J. Paluh. University of Florida and Florida Museum of Natural History, 
1659 Museum Road, University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida, 32611. 
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FIELD OBSERVATIONS 


Winter Report: December 2017-February 2018. —This report consists of 
significant bird observations compiled by the Field Observations Committee (FOC). 
Electronic submissions to the FOC should be in the following format: species, number 
of individuals, age and sex of the bird(s), color morph if applicable, location (including 
county), date, observer(s), and significance. Seasons are winter (December-February), 
spring (March-May), summer (June-July), and fall (August-November). Submit 
observations to regional compilers within two weeks after the close of each season, or 
to the state compiler within one month. Addresses of the compilers follow this report. 

Sight-only observations are considered “reports” while only those observations 
supported by verifiable evidence (photographs, video or audio recordings, or specimens) are 
called “records.” Species for which documentation is required by the FOC and by the FOS 
Records Committee (FOSRC; <fosbirds.org/official-florida-state-bird-list>) are marked 
here with an asterisk (*). A county designation (in italics) accompanies the first-time listing 
of each site in this report. Abbreviations in this report are: AFB = Air Force Base, AFR = 
Air Force Range, CA= Conservation Area, EOS = end of season, m. obs. = many observers, 
NERR = National Estuarine Research Reserve, NP = National Park, NSRA = North Shore 
Restoration Area, NWR = National Wildlife Refuge, SF = State Forest, SP = State Park, 
STA = Stormwater Treatment Area, STF = sewage treatment facility, WMA=Wildlife 
Management Area, and N, S, E, W etc., for compass directions. Bold-faced entries denote 
birds newly reported or verified in Florida, or record numbers. -(-Photographs or video- or 
audio-recordings archived by the FOC are identified by a plus (+). 

Summary of the Winter Season 

FOSRC review species listed in this report include a Brant, several American Black 
Ducks, a Harlequin Duck, a Common Merganser, Vaux’s Swifts, two Broad-billed 
Hummingbirds, two Ruffs in Gainesville, a South Polar Skua, Long-tailed Jaegers, two 
Black-legged Kittiwakes, a Sabine’s Gull, two Black-headed Gulls, two California Gulls, 
a Manx Shearwater, a Great Cormorant, a Cassin’s Kingbird, a Loggerhead Kingbird, 
a Fork-tailed Flycatcher, three Sprague’s Pipits, a Lapland Longspur, two Bananaquits, 
and a Lazuli Bunting. 


Species Accounts 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: 400+ at a N Pinellas residential pond throughout Feb (D. 
Margeson, L. Margeson, m. obs.). 

Fulvous Whistling-Duck: 1 at Scarborough Ranch Marsh ( Highlands ) 29 Dec (D. Good¬ 
win, E. Haney). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: 1 at Biltmore Avenue Cow Ponds {Leon) 8 Jan (J. 

O’Connell); 5 at Tenmile Pond (. Lafayette ) 8-18 Feb (T. Rodriguez, m. obs.). 

Snow Goose: 1 blue morph at Mount Dora {Lake) 14 Dec (L. Lilja); 1 white and 1 blue at T. 
M. Goodwin WMA {Brevard) 28 Dec (C. Ferro, m. obs.); 1 at Scarborough Ranch Marsh 
29 Dec (+W. Shafer); 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park {Orange) 31 Dec-1 Jan (+B. Taylor, 
m. obs.); 1 white and 1 blue at Black Point Wildlife Drive {Brevard) 31 Dec-1 Jan (G. 
Becker, m. obs.); 5 at Biltmore Avenue Cow Ponds 8 Jan (J. O’Connell, J. Cavanagh). 
Ross’s Goose: 1 at Dry Tortugas NP {Monroe) 5 Dec (C. Zelman); 1 at Sugarcreek Lane 
{Brevard) 13-15 Dec (+M. Harris, m. obs.); 4 at Biltmore Avenue Cow Ponds 8 Jan (+J. 
O’Connell, J. Cavanagh). 
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*Brant: 1 at Tolomato River, St. Augustine (St. Johns ) 8 Feb (C. Poli, J. Marchionno). 

* American Black Duck: Up to 3 at Perdue Pond Wildlife Area (Duval) throughout the 

season (m. obs.); 1 at Irwin Avenue/Hammock Road ( Brevard ) 20, 28 Jan (+M. Harris, 
m. obs.); 1 at Lake Killarney (Leon) 19 Feb (A. Lamoreaux, J. Lefever, +J. O’Connell). 
Mallard: 123 at St. Marks NWR (Wakulla) 16 Dec (B. Baker, E. Shaw). 

Mottled Duck: 1 at Lake Jem Sod Farm (Lake) 14 Dec (G. Quigley); 1 at Clay Island 
Marsh Tower (Lake) 22 Dec, 24-28 Jan, and 19 Feb (F. Fogarty, m. obs.), 1 at Crooked 
Lake Retention Pond (Lake) 24-28 Jan (P. Siegler, m. obs.); 1 at Silver Oak Avenue 
(Lake) 8 Feb (D. Sherony); 1 at Royal Highlands Memorial Blvd. (Lake) 11 Feb (J. 
Walker). 

Cinnamon Teal: 1 adult male at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive (Orange) 6 Jan (+M. Roz- 
marynowycz, m. obs.). 

Canvasback: 36 offshore Tom Renick Park (Volusia) 13 Dec (H. Robinson). 

Redhead: Up to 1,160 offshore Tom Renick Park 13 and 23 Dec (H. Robinson). 

Greater Scaup: 1,550 offshore Tom Renick Park 23 Dec (H. Robinson); 1 at Sweetwater 
Wetlands Park (Alachua) 7-28 Jan (D. Bonk, J. Mays et al.); 2 male and 1 female 
at Orlando Wetlands Park 15 Jan and 24 Feb (K. Hamblett); 1 at Seminole Towne 
Center Pond (Seminole) 24 Jan (B. Bailo); 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 24 Jan-17 Feb 
(S. Simmons). 

Lesser Scaup: 60,800 along Banana River (Brevard) 16 Dec (J. Eager, T. Ledford). 
Common Eider: 1 adult male at Smyrna Dunes Park (Volusia) 9 Dec-26 Jan (D. LaGrange, 
m. obs.); 36 offshore Tom Renick Park 13 Dec (H. Robinson); 1 at Port Canaveral 
(Brevard) 12 Jan-21 Feb (P. Mansfield, m. obs.); 3 (2 juvenile males and 1 female) at 
Fernandina Beach Marina (Nassau) 11 Feb (+M. McShane et al.). 

* Harlequin Duck: 1 male continued at Fernandina Beach Marina from 21 May through 

EOS (K. Dailey, m. obs.). 

Surf Scoter: Up to 12 offshore Tom Renick Park 13-22 Dec and 3-19 Feb (H. Robinson); 
1 at Marco Island (Collier) 1-5 Jan (R. Dean, G. Dean, +D. True, et al.); 2 offshore 
Castaway Cove (Indian River) 2 Jan (W. Johnson). 

White-winged Scoter: 1 at Merritt Island NWR (Brevard) 31 Dec (+M. Harris); 1 offshore 
Tom Renick Park 13 Dec (H. Robinson); 11 at Honeymoon Island SP (Pinellas) 7 Jan 
(+M. James, J. Clayton); 1 offshore Playalinda Beach (Brevard) 7 Jan (M. Harris); 
1 at Fort Myers Beach (Lee) 9-31 Jan (R. Irwin, +T. Obrock et al.); up to 7 at Marco 
Island 13 Jan-22 Feb (+S. Wheelock et al.); 1 at Playalinda Beach 27 Jan (S. Murro); 
4 at Salt Run (St. Johns) 24 Jan-4 Feb (D. Reed, m. obs.); up to 12 at Big Lagoon 
(Escambia) 28 Jan-20 Feb (C. Tebay); 4 at Pensacola Beach (Escambia) 12-14 Feb 
(D. Muth). 

Black Scoter: 6 at Destin (Okaloosa) 18 Dec (B. Purdy); 14 at Big Lagoon 28 Jan (C. 

Tebay); 14 at Apollo Beach Preserve (Hillsborough) 9 Feb (R. Webb). 

Long-tailed Duck: 1 continued at Lake Apopka NSRA ( Orange ) 2 Dec-24 Feb (G. Leav¬ 
ens); 1 at King’s Bay (Citrus) 28 Dec (C. Sneed); 1 at Dahlia Lane (Indian River) 
30 Dec (J. Grudens); 2 offshore Tom Renick Park 31 Dec (H. Robinson); 1 female at 
Kendall Town Pond (Duval) 27 Jan-3 Feb (+L. Royce); 6 at Pensacola Beach 26 Feb 
(T. Auer). 

Bufflehead: 1 female at Interstate 4/State Road 417 (Seminole) 3 Dec-3 Feb (S. Collins); 
1 female at Bay Hill Golf Club (Orange) 3 Dec-14 Jan (+B. Elbert); 1 at Lake Charm 
(Seminole) 12 Dec (C. Cook); 22 offshore Tom Renick Park 9 Dec (H. Robinson); 1 at 
Sun City Center (Hillsborough) 14 Jan (R. Webb). 

Common Goldeneye: 1 male at Brighton Bay (Pinellas) 1 Dec-EOS (+M. Burns); 1 at 
Seminole Towne Center Pond 13 Dec-23 Jan (S. Simmons); 1 at Gainesville (Alachua) 
30 Dec-13 Jan (C. Ahern, S. Ahern et al.); 1 at Vista 4 Beach Road (Brevard) 18 Jan 
(R. Overland); 1 at Lake City Treatment Wetland (Columbia) 24 Feb (+J. Middleton 
et al.). 
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* Common Merganser: 1 at Lafayette 31 Jan (+S. Klein). 

Red-breasted Merganser: 1 at Lake Jackson ( Highlands ) 16 Jan (+K. Doerr); 3 at Semi¬ 
nole Ranch CA ( Orange ) 28 Feb (M. Kiem, m. obs.). 

Indian Peafowl: 1 at Audubon Avenue ( Volusia ) 11-27 Feb (D. LaGrange, m. obs.). 

Flamingo sp.: 1 probable escapee at Lassing Park {Pinellas) 16 Feb (S. Lemieux). 

Horned Grebe: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 5-24 Jan and 18 Feb (+L. Mathis, m. 
obs.); 1 at Roach Road ( Orange ) 13 Jan (S. Mitcham). 

Eared Grebe: 1 at St. Marks NWR 2 Jan (+J. O’Connell, J. Cavanagh); 1 at Sebastian 
Inlet SP {Indian River ) 16 Jan (G. Cornett); 1 at West Lake, Everglades NP ( Miami- 
Dade ) 28 Jan-2 Feb (L. Gonzalez, m. obs.). 

White-winged Dove: 2 at Tom Renick Park 17-23 Dec (H. Robinson); 1 at Alligator Point 
C Franklin ) 18 Dec (J. Murphy, L. Swoboda). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: 1 at Royal Highlands Hiking Trail {Lake) 12 Feb (J. Walker, m. obs.). 

Lesser Nighthawk: 1 at Clay Island Loop Trail {Lake) 16 Dec (D. Richard). 

Chuck-will’s-widow: 1 singing at Walsingham Park {Pinellas) 21 Feb (C. Paonessa). 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: 1 at Alligator Point 18 Dec (J. Murphy, L. Swoboda); 1 singing 
at Dunedin Hammock Park ( Pinellas ) 15-25 Feb (J. McGinity, m. obs.). 

Chimney Swift: 6 early at Avon Park ( Highlands ) 25 Jan (P. Blake). 

*Vaux’s Swift: Up to 5 at Gainesville throughout the period (E. Warren et al.). 

Rufous Hummingbird: 1 at Floral City {Citrus) 19 Jan (C. Nelson); 1 at Alligator Point 
29 Jan (J. Murphy); 1 at Gator Lane {Seminole) 24-25 Feb (+S. Simmons, m. obs.). 

*Broad-billed Hummingbird: 1 at Tallahassee {Leon) 3 Jan (+J. O’Connell); 1 at S Glencoe 
Road ( Volusia) 27 Jan-6 Feb (G. Williams, m. obs.). 

Buff-bellied Hummingbird: 2 at Castellow Hammock Park ( Miami-Dade ) 1 Dec-EOS (m. 
obs.); 1 at W Pensacola {Escambia) 24 Dec-18 Jan (J. Lloyd). 

Black Rail: 1 at Fort Drum Marsh CA ( Indian River) 24, 28 Jan, and 11 Feb (A. Zions, m. 
obs.); 1 at Shiloh Marsh Road ( Volusia) 25-27 Jan (K. Burke, m. obs.). 

Virginia Rail: 28 at International Paper Wetlands {Escambia) 13 Dec (J. Callaway, B. 
Callaway). 

Gray-headed Swamphen: 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 2 Feb (S. Simmons); 1 at Lake Apop¬ 
ka Wildlife Drive 4-25 Feb (J. Yohannon, m. obs.). 

Purple Gallinule: 1 at Guana Tolomato Matanzas NERR {St. Johns) 20 Feb (C. Elder). 

Limpkin: 35+ at Lafayette Sink 18 Dec (M. Hill). 

Whooping Crane: Up to 2 at Alachua 13 Jan-14 Feb (A. Kent, G. Kent et al.). 

Black-necked Stilt: 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 31 Dec-26 Feb (B. Taylor, m. obs.); 1 
at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 19-24 Jan, 16-25 Feb (K. Rigling, m. obs.); 1 at State 
Road 50 boat ramp {Orange) 20-24 Jan (R. Merrigan, m. obs.). 

Black-bellied Plover: 3 at CR 721 Teal Pond {Highlands) 5-9 Jan (+D. Simpson). 

Piping Plover: 15 at Fort De Soto Park ( Pinellas ) 15 Jan (W. Tallyn et al.). 

Long-billed Curlew: 1 at Flag Island ( Franklin ) 7 Feb (J. Murphy); 2 at Tolomato River, 
St. Augustine 8 Feb (+C. Poli, J. Marchionno). 

*Ruff: Up to 2 at Gainesville 27 Dec-13 Feb (R. Rowan, J. Donsky et al.). 

Dunlin: 1 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park through 1 Dec (B. Hall, D. Dacol). 

Purple Sandpiper: 2 at Huguenot Memorial Park {Duval) 29 Dec-18 Feb (+K. Dailey, D. 
Foster, m. obs.); 1 at Big Pine Key Fishing Lodge {Monroe) 1 Jan (M. McSherry). 

American Woodcock: 1 at Avon Park AFR {Highlands) 3 Dec (E. Angell); 1 at Lake Apop¬ 
ka NSRA sod fields ( Orange) 14 Dec (D. Young); 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 17 Dec 
(P. Hueber); 2 at Scarborough Ranch Marsh 29 Dec (D. Goodwin, E. Haney); 1 at Hal 
Scott Regional Preserve Park ( Orange ) 14-31 Jan, 3 Feb (G. Williams, m. obs.). 

Solitary Sandpiper: 1 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park 21 Dec-EOS (D. Rohan et al.); 1 
at Orlando Wetlands Park 21 Dec (S. Simmons); 1 at Courtyards at Sandy Pines 
C Brevard ) 2 Jan-28 Feb (1. Muro); 1 at Lake Woodruff NWR ( Volusia ) 27 Jan (D. Hart- 
grove); 1 at Biolab Road ( Brevard ) 24 Feb (J. Leavens). 
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Red-necked Phalarope: 1 offshore Playalinda Beach 2 Jan (M. Harris). 

* South Polar Skua: 1 offshore Tom Renick Park 21 Dec (H. Robinson). 

Pomarine Jaeger: Up to 122 offshore Tom Renick Park 6 Dec, 12, 17 Feb (H. Robinson). 

Parasitic Jaeger: 1 at Fort De Soto Park 9 Dec (+R. Harrod, R. Smith, J. Gibbons, I. Gib¬ 
bons); 5 at Keewaydin Island ( Collier ) 30 Dec (K. Laakkonen); 2 at Mizell-Johnson SP 
C Broward, ) 27 Jan (M. Berney); 1 at Sanibel Island 5 Feb (+P. Hawrylyshyn); up to 76 
offshore Tom Renick Park 12, 17, 27 Feb (H. Robinson); 1 at Fort Pickens ( Escambia) 
27 Feb (T. Auer). 

*Long-tailed Jaeger: Up to 3 offshore Tom Renick Park 17, 26 Dec, 14 Feb (H. Robinson). 

*Black-legged Kittiwake: 1 offshore Tom Renick Park 29 Dec (H. Robinson); 1 immature 
at Boynton Inlet Park ( Palm Beach ) 2 Jan (R. Crossley). 

*Sabine’s Gull: 1 offshore Playalinda Beach 2 Jan (M. Harris). 

*Black-headed Gull: 1 at St. Marks NWR 2 Jan (M. Johnstone, +D. Beach, J. O’Connell); 
1 at Brevard County Central Landfill 25 Jan-15 Feb (+C. Brown, m. obs.). 

Laughing Gull: 6 at Newnans Lake ( Alachua ) 17 Dec (A. Kratter et al.); 20 at Lake Santa 
Fe ( Alachua) 22 Dec (D. Segal, A. Kent, G. Kent). 

Franklin’s Gull: 1 at Black Point Wildlife Drive 3 Dec (C. Newton); 1 at Tom Renick Park 
10 Dec (H. Robinson). 

*California Gull: 1 at S Atlantic Avenue ( Volusia ) 12-20 Feb (+M. Brothers, m. obs.); 1 at 
Frank Rendon Park area ( Volusia ) 22-24 Feb (N. Frade, m. obs.). 

Herring Gull: 4,140 offshore Tom Renick Park 26 Dec (H. Robinson). 

Iceland Gull: 1 at Brevard County Central Landfill 22 Dec and 6-10 Feb (+M. Harris, m. 
obs.); 1 continued at Frank Rendon Park 17 Jan-21 Feb (+M. Brothers, m. obs.); 1 at 
Ponce Inlet ( Volusia ) 21 Jan (+M. Brothers, m. obs.); 1 at Huguenot Memorial Park 
3 Feb (+K. Dailey). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: 15 offshore Tom Renick Park 26 Dec (H. Robinson); 2 at N 
Escambia County 13 Jan (B. Duncan, L. Duncan, L. Goodman); 1 at Shalimar ( Oka¬ 
loosa ) 12 Feb (C. Porch). 

Glaucous Gull: Up to 3 offshore Tom Renick Park 7-26 Dec (H. Robinson, m. obs.); 1 
immature at Treasure Island Beach ( Pinellas ) 25 Dec (+K. Christman); 1 continued 
at Sebastian Inlet SP 1-27 Jan (W. Shafer); 1 at Huguenot Memorial Park 12 Jan (D. 
McQuade, T. McQuade); 1 at Ponce Inlet 27 Jan (J. Danzenbaker); 1 at Jetty Park 
(Brevard) 4-8 Feb (+S. Jones); 1 at Frank Rendon Park 25 Feb (S. Collins); 1 at Port 
Orange Causeway Park 28 Feb (K. Ramos); 1 at Currie Park ( Palm Beach ) 13-30 Jan 
(D. O’Malley, m. obs.); 1 at Huguenot Memorial Park 3 Feb (+K. Dailey). 

Gull-billed Tern: 2 at Orlando Wetlands Park 8-17 Dec (T. Ostrand, m. obs.); 1 at Weeki- 
wachee Preserve ( Hernando ) 14 Dec (D. Bowman); 1 at Little Big Econlockhatchee 
WMA ( Seminole) 23 Dec (D. Simpson); 1 at C. S. Lee Park (Seminole) 23 Dec (D. 
Simpson); 3 at Shark Road (Duval) 30 Dec (+K. Dailey) and the same three at nearby 
Big Talbot Island-Spoonbill Pond (Duval) to 2 Jan. 

Roseate Tern: 1 at Sanibel Island (Lee) 26 Feb (+P Hawrylyshyn). 

Common Tern: 1 at Mashes Sands County Park (Wakulla) 18 Dec (J. Cavanagh); 1 at 
US Highway 1, Malabar (Brevard) 19 Dec (C. Ferro, m. obs.); 1 at West Gator Creek 
(Brevard) 31 Dec (J. Kendall); 1 at Sebastian Inlet SP 9 Jan (C. Ferro, m. obs.); 1 at 
Black Point Wildlife Drive 13-14 Jan (I. Byrne, m. obs.). 

Red-throated Loon: Up to 10 offshore Tom Renick Park 13-28 Dec (H. Robinson); 1 off¬ 
shore Playalinda Beach 2, 7 Jan (+M. Harris); 1 at Alligator Point 3 Jan (J. Murphy); 
1 at Huguenot Memorial Park 20 Jan (D. Foster, K. Dailey). 

Common Loon: 1 flyover at Hull Island Drive (Orange) 29 Dec (M. Rozmarynowycz); 1 at 
Palmetto Point (Orange) 29 Dec (J. Thornton). 

Cory’s Shearwater: 1 Scopoli’s offshore Lee 3 Dec (D. McQuade, +T. McQuade et al.). 

Sooty Shearwater: 1 offshore Lee 25 Feb (D. McQuade, +T. McQuade, E. Warren, et al.). 

Great Shearwater: 1 offshore Collier 6 Dec and 2 on 14 Dec (T. Marvel). 
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*Manx Shearwater: 1 offshore Lee 3 Dec (D. McQuade, T. McQuade et al.). 

Audubon’s Shearwater: 1 at Alligator Point 3 Jan (J. Murphy). 

Magnificent Frigatebird: 1 at Fort Island Gulf Beach ( Citrus ) 13 Feb (K. Eckhardt). 

Masked Booby: 1 first-winter offshore Tom Renick Park 24 Dec (H. Robinson); 4 sub¬ 
adults offshore Lee 25 Feb (D. McQuade, +T. McQuade et al.). 

Brown Booby: Up to 16 at Philippe Park in upper Tampa Bay ( Pinellas ) since Aug 2016 
were present all season (fide R. Smith, +B. Lane); up to 2 offshore at Tom Renick 
Park 3 and 11 Dec (H. Robinson); 1 at Sebastian Inlet SP 2-3 Jan (T. Hince, m. obs.); 
1 at South 4th Street ( Brevard ) 5 Jan (P. Mansfield); 2 at Sanibel Island 27 Feb (M. 
Harris). 

Northern Gannet: Up to 2,374 offshore at Tom Renick Park 24 Dec (H. Robinson). 

*Great Cormorant: 1 offshore at Tom Renick Park 3 Dec (H. Robinson). 

Anhinga: 1 at International Paper Wetlands 2 Jan (J. Callaway, B. Callaway). 

American White Pelican: 250 at Gulf Breeze ( Santa Rosa ) 22 Dec (B. Duncan, L. Duncan, 
W. Duncan, C. Zehnder). 

Great Blue Heron, white morph: 1 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park to 8 Jan (K. Colling- 
wood, T. O’Leary et al.). 

Reddish Egret: Up to 2 white morph at W Pensacola 18 Feb-1 Mar (A. Forster et al.). 

White Ibis: 26 at Gulf Breeze 16 Dec (J. Callaway, B. Callaway); 5 at Eastman/Taminco 
Sanctuary ( Santa Rosa ) 27 Jan-1 Feb (L. Kelly, B. Furlow). 

Glossy Ibis: 5 at Weedon Island Preserve ( Pinellas ) 24 Feb (+J. Clayton, M. James). 

White-faced Ibis: 7 at St. Marks NWR 16 Dec (R. Christen); 1 at Lake City Treatment 
Wetland ( Columbia ) 20 Feb (J. Middleton). 

Roseate Spoonbill: Up to 2 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park 1 Dec-23 Feb (D. Rohan et al.); 
1 at Gulf Breeze 15 Dec (A. Holzinger). 

Swallow-tailed Kite: 1 at Sun City Center 17 Feb (R. Webb); 1 at Newberry ( Alachua ) 18 
Feb (J. O’Connor); 3 at St. James ( Franklin) 20 Feb (D. Murphy). 

Snail Kite: 1 male, 1 female at Carlton Road (St Lucie ) 9 Jan (A. Zions); 1 at Sweetwater 
Wetlands Park 19 Feb-EOS (C. Poli, I. Gottlieb, R. Vessels et al.). 

Broad-winged Hawk: 1 immature at Kapok Park ( Pinellas ) 16 Dec (+K. Seawel); 1 adult 
at Sawgrass Lake Park ( Pinellas ) 16 Dec (+M. James, J. Clayton); 1 adult at Pinellas 
Bayway ( Pinellas ) 29 Dec (+J. Clayton); 1 at St Sebastian River Preserve SP 30 Dec, 
4 Jan (D. Simpson); 1 adult at Fort De Soto Park 8 Jan-16 Feb (+P. Graber, R. Smith); 
1 at E Gulf Breeze 16 Jan (M. Brower). 

Short-tailed Hawk: 1 adult light morph at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 25 Dec-23 Feb 
(D. LaGrange, R. Merrigan); 1 adult light morph at Brumley Road ( Seminole ) 26 
Dec (B. Taylor); 1 light morph at Orlando Wetlands Park 31 Dec-27 Feb (B. Taylor, 
m. obs.); 1 at Lake Panasoffkee WMA 7 Jan (S. Wilcox et al.); 1 light morph at Hal 
Scott Regional Preserve Park ( Orange ) 14 Jan (G. Williams); 1 at Chain of Lakes 
Park ( Brevard ) 17 Jan (B. Aim); 1 light morph at Riverbreeze Park ( Volusia ) 17 Jan 
(B. Aim); 1 at Wildwood ( Sumter ) 18 Jan (C. Ellington); 1 light morph at Fox Lake 
Park ( Brevard ) 1 Feb (J. Hackos); 1 light morph at Grantline Road ( Brevard ) 4 Feb (J. 
Eager); 1 light morph at Palatlakaha Environmental and Agricultural Reserve (Lake) 
4 Feb (K. Hamblett); 1 light morph at Animal Kingdom, Walt Disney World (Orange) 
5-6 Feb (J. Thornton); 1 light morph at Fort Christmas Historical Park (Orange) 10 
and 17 Feb (L. Gray); 2 dark morph at Animal Kingdom 10-21 Feb (M. Peterson, m. 
obs.); 1 dark morph at 37343 N CR 44A (Lake) 11 Feb (D. Richard); 1 light morph 
at Brevard Zoo 13 Feb (B. Aim); 1 dark morph at T. M. Goodwin WMA 14 Feb (D. 
Weber); 1 light morph at Goldenrod Road (Orange) 21 Feb (K. Hamblett); 1 dark 
morph at Pope Avenue (Volusia) 22 Feb (A. Hull); 1 light morph at UPC Horse Farm 
(Orange) 23 Feb (S. Simmons). 

Red-tailed Hawk: 1 Krider’s at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 5 and 17 Jan (+P. Hueber); 1 
Krider’s at Live Oak Island (Wakulla) 30 Jan (J. O’Connell). 
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Barn Owl: Up to 11 throughout season (11 seen on 11 Jan) at Brooksville (K. Wood). 

Short-eared Owl: 1 found disabled at Archer ( Alachua ) 29 Nov was rehabilitated and 
released there 23 Dec (K. Miller). 

Hairy Woodpecker: 1 at Mike Roess Gold Head Branch SP {Clay) 18 Dec (D. Simpson); 1 
at Isle of Pine Preserve ( Orange ) 18 Feb (D. Clark); 1 at St. Sebastian River Preserve 
SP 27 Feb (R. Peipert). 

Nanday Parakeet: 1 at Tom Renick Park 19 Dec (H. Robinson). 

White-eyed Parakeet: 1 at Wells Drive ( Volusia ) 25 Feb (A. Hull). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: 1 at Tall Cypress Natural Area ( Broward ) 1 Dec (+D. Scolaro). 

Least Flycatcher: Up to 3 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP ( Alachua ) to 24 Feb (F. Good¬ 
win, L. Davis et al.); 1 at Black Hammock ( Seminole ) 3 Dec (P. Hueber); 1 at Canal 
Street ( Seminole ) 6 Dec (S. Simmons); 1 at Central Florida Zoo ( Seminole ) 14 Jan (S. 
Collins); 1 at Royal Highlands Hiking Trail {Lake) 9 Feb (J. Walker, fide A. Kratter). 

Vermilion Flycatcher: 1 at West Orange Trail {Orange) 3 Dec (C. Cogar); 1 at Moses Road 
Dairy {Lafayette) 9 Dec (S. Goodman); 1 male at Loxahatchee NWR {Palm Beach) 10 
Dec-EOS (m. obs.); 1 at Lake Apopka North Shore 14 Dec (+P. Hueber, m. obs.); 1 at 
St. Marks NWR 16 Dec (M. Friedemann, E. Shaw); 1 female at Lake Apopka Wildlife 
Drive 23 Dec-19 Feb (L. Beegle, m. obs.); 1 at Canaveral NS Visitor Center 2 Feb (B. 
Reo); 1 at Kissimmee Prairie Preserve SP {Okeechobee) 24 Feb (m. obs.). 

Ash-throated Flycatcher: 1 at Lake Apopka NSRA Lust Road gate area 2 Dec-23 Feb 
(+G. Leavens, m. obs.); 1 at River Lakes CA16, 28 Jan, 21 Feb (J. Armstrong, m. obs.); 
2 at Okaloosa County STF {Okaloosa) 2-23 Dec (B. Purdy, B. Duncan, L. Duncan, C. 
Brown, A. Knothe); 1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 17 Dec-16 Jan (S. Wade, N. Frade 
et al.); 1 at San Felasco Hammock {Alachua) 17 Feb-EOS (C. Burney, K. Miller, M. 
Manetz et al.). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 17-21 Dec and 16-28 Feb (+P. 
Hueber, m. obs.); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 16 Jan (T. Lee); 1 at Catfish Avenue 
(Volusia) 17 Jan (T. Lee); 1 at Seminole Ranch CA 28 Jan (B. Aim, fide A. Kent); 1 was 
singing early at W St. Petersburg {Pinellas) 23 Feb (W. Tallyn). 

Brown-crested Flycatcher: 2 at C 111-E Canal {Miami-Dade) 1 Dec-EOS (L. Manfredi, 
m. obs.); 1 at Everglades NP, Hidden Lake Road {Miami-Dade) 4 Dec-EOS (Ro. Diaz, 
m. obs.). 

Tropical Kingbird: 1 at Francis S. Taylor WMA - L-30/L-31 Trail {Miami-Dade) 1 Dec- 
EOS (m. obs.); 1 at Frog Pond WMA ( Miami-Dade) 1 Dec-EOS (m. obs.); 1 at Francis 
S. Taylor WMA-Everglades Parkway Rest Area ( Broward ) 10 Dec-EOS (m. obs.). 

*Cassin’s Kingbird: 1 at Tallahassee 15 Jan (T. Jackson, J. Cavanagh, +J. O’Connell). 

Western Kingbird: 1 at West Keene Road 2 Dec (J. Leavens); 1 at Pelican Island NWR 
6 Dec (D. Sutherland); 1 Little Big Econlockhatchee WMA 23 Dec (D. Simpson); 1 at 
Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 25 Dec, 6-9 Jan (C. Straight, m. obs.); 1 at Crescent Drive 
0 Brevard ) 28 Dec-17 Feb (m. obs.); 3 at Mayport {Duval) 30 Dec-1 Jan (L. Flescher, K. 
Dailey); 1 at Tallahassee 19 Feb (J. O’Connell). 

Eastern Kingbird: 1 at Smyrna Dunes park 1 Feb (B. Reo). 

*Loggerhead Kingbird: 1 at Bill Baggs Cape Florida SP {Miami-Dade) 29 Dec-1 Jan (+E. 
Matthews, A. Lantz; m. obs.). 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: 1 at Okaloosa County STF 17-18 Dec (S. McNemar, B. Dun¬ 
can, L. Duncan, C. Brown); 1 at Brooker Creek Preserve {Pinellas) 23 Dec-EOS(+R. 
Smith); 1 at Barefoot Bay Beach ( Brevard ) 28 Dec (+A. Chan); 1 at Lower Lake La¬ 
fayette {Leon) 1 Jan (H. Hooper, L. Reynolds, K. Carr); 1 at Keene Road {Orange) 26, 
28 Feb (S. Siers). 

*Fork-tailed Flycatcher: 1 at Cox Road {Polk) 13-20 Dec (P. Williams). 

Bell’s Vireo: 1 at Frog Pond WMA-Lucky Hammock 24 Dec-16 Feb (m. obs.); 1 at Canal 
111-E 4 Jan-24 Feb (m. obs.); 1 at a SW Miami residential neighborhood {Miami- 
Dade) 10 Jan (M. Kramer, E. Ardila). 
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Yellow-throated Vireo: 1 at Environmental Learning Center ( Indian River) 13, 25 Jan 
(+W. Johnson, m. obs.); 1 at Palm Bluff CA (Volusia) 15 Jan (K. Ramos); 1 at Ingham 
Road ( Volusia ) 25 Jan (E. Carlson); 1 at Masaryktown ( Hernando ) 2 Feb (D. Love); 1 
singing at John Chesnut Park ( Pinellas ) 14 Feb (+T. Mast); 1 at Gemini Springs Park 
(Volusia) 10 and 22 Feb (C. Brelsford, m. obs.); 1 at Clearwater Lake Recreation Area 

22 Feb (J. Puschock). 

Philadelphia Vireo: 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 17-28 Feb (L. Mathis, m. obs.). 
Warbling Vireo: 1 at Sawgrass Lake Park 10 Feb (+J. Mileyka). 

Horned Lark: 1 at N Okaloosa 30 Dec (B. Purdy); 5 near Greenwood ( Jackson ) 5 Jan (J. 

Murphy, D. Robbins); 8 at Donaldson Road (Madison) 21 Jan (S. Goodman). 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: 1 at Bald Point SP (Franklin) 24 Dec (+J. Murphy); 3 
at Hatbill Park (Brevard) 3 Jan (T. Hince); 1 at West Regional Wastewater Treatment 
Facility Wetlands (Indian River) 5-11 Jan (B. Bassett, m. obs.); 1 at Centennial Trail 
(Indian River) 16 Jan and 16 Feb (W. Chatfield-Taylor, m. obs.). 

Bank Swallow: 1 at TM Goodwin WMA18 Jan (G. Cornett); 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 
18 Jan (+A. Hull). 

Barn Swallow: 1 at Lake Poinsett Overlook (Brevard) 16 Dec (D. Simpson); 3 at St. Se¬ 
bastian River Preserve SP 15 Dec (G. Hoekstra); 1 at Okaloosa County STF 18 Dec 
(B. Duncan, L. Duncan); 1 at Ferndale preserve (Lake) 20 Dec (F. Benham). 

Carolina Chickadee: 1 at Frenchman’s Forest Nature Preserve (Palm Beach) 10 Dec- 
EOS (m. obs.); 1 at Grantline Road (Brevard) 31 Jan (S. Whittemore). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: 2 at Wakulla Springs SP (Wakulla) 16 Dec (D. Bryan). 

Brown Creeper: 1 at Gainesville 18 Dec-EOS (B. Ewing et al.). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 1 at Guana River WMA (St. Johns) 12 Dec (D. Reed, C. Elder); 
5 near Greenwood 5 Jan (J. Murphy, D. Robbins); 1 at Audubon Park (Volusia) 13 Jan 
(R. Peterson). 

Wood Thrush: 1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 19 Jan (D. Bonk). 

Cedar Waxwing: Up to 375 at Tom Renick Park 2 and 18 Feb (H. Robinson). 
Scaly-breasted Munia: 10 at Big Lagoon 3 Dec (C. Tebay); 30 at Pace 13 Dec (D. Stange- 
land); 24 at Gulf Breeze 14 Dec (B. Bremser); 13 at Innerarity Point (Escambia) (K. 
Stanmore); 14 at N Pensacola 1 Jan (P. Doggrell); 15 at Cantonment 8 Jan (J. Cal¬ 
laway); 9 at International Paper Wetlands 21 Jan (J. Callaway); 10 at W Pensacola 5 
Feb (S. Coster); 30 at Beulah ( Escambia ) 22 Feb (S. Owens). 

*Sprague’s Pipit: 3 at Apalachicola airport (Franklin) 28 Dec (J. Murphy, L. Swoboda). 
Pine Siskin: 1 at Seminole SF Oaks campground (Lake) 17 Dec (T. Rodriguez); 1 at Turn- 
bridge Drive (Brevard) 21 Dec (+M. Harris); 9 at Alligator Point 11 Feb (+J. Murphy). 
*Lapland Longspur: 1 at Big Talbot Island SP-Spoonbill Pond (Duval) 2 Dec (J. Patter¬ 
son). 

Ovenbird: 1 at Miccosukee Land Co-op (Leon) 30 Dec-19 Feb (B. Phelan). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: 1 at Tom Renick Park 5 Feb (H. Robinson). 

Northern Waterthrush: Up to 13 at Alachua throughout the season (J. Hintermister, D. 
Segal et al.); 1 at Tom Renick Park 15 Dec (H. Robinson); 1 at Brooker Creek Preserve 

23 Dec (R. Smith, R. Harrod et al.); 1 at Green Cove (Clay) 1-18 Feb (+J. Graham); 1 
at Gulf Breeze 20 Feb (B. Duncan, L. Duncan). 

Blue-winged Warbler: 1 at Deering Estate (Miami-Dade) 22 Jan (Ra. Diaz). 
Black-and-white Warbler: 2 at Gulf Breeze 1 Dec-22 Feb (B. Duncan, L. Duncan). 
Tennessee Warbler: 1 at Canal 111-E - Holiday Hammock Preserve 2 Dec (Ro. Diaz); 1 at 
Suzuki Music Institute (Orange) 19 Dec (S. Weber); 1 at Jungle Trail (Indian River) 4 
Jan (+W. Johnson); 1 at a SW Miami residential neighborhood (Miami-Dade) 23 Jan 
(J. Montes de Oca). 

Nashville Warbler: 1 at Port Orleans Resort (Orange) 15 Dec (J. Thornton); 1 at Orlando 
Wetlands Park 17 Dec (P. Hueber); 1 at Largo Central Park Nature Preserve (Pinel¬ 
las) 18-22 Dec (K. Nelson, +J. Gibbons et al.); 1 at a Bartow residence (Polk) 24 Dec 
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(C. Terry); 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens ( Orange ) 9 Jan-28 Feb (+R. Sena, m. obs.); 1 
at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 20 Jan (C. Poli, J. Hightower et al.); 1 at Manatee Cove 
Park 29-30 Jan (+M. Harris); 1 at Sugar Mill Botanical Gardens ( Volusia ) 17 Feb (+A. 
Hull); 1 at Gainesville to 7 Jan (A. Zions); 1 at Valencia (Polk) 3 Feb (C. Terry); 1 at 
Sumatra Cemetery ( Franklin ) 27 Feb (J. Murphy). 

Hooded Warbler: 1 male at Canal C-103 ( Miami-Dade ) 12 Feb (L. Manfredi). 

American Redstart: Up to 4 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 5 Dec-30 Jan (J. Hintermister, 
K. Miller, H. Warren et al.); 1 at Gainesville 26 Dec (A. Zions); 1 at Blue Springs SP 
0 Volusia ) 28 Dec (A. Hull). 

Cape May Warbler: 1 at Lori Wilson Park ( Brevard ) 1 Dec (A. Whitlock); 1 at Tammi 
Drive (Lake) 8 Jan (T. Dellenger); 1 at Jungle Trail 15 Jan (+W. Johnson); 1 at Lan¬ 
sing Gleason Park Trail (Brevard) 16 Jan (+R. Peipert); 1 at Riverside Tennis Courts 
(Indian River) 22 Jan and 10 Feb (W. Johnson); 1 at Fellsmere Grade Recreation Area 
26 Jan (J. Danzenbaker, m. obs.) 

Northern Parula: 1 at Gulf Breeze 18 Feb (B. Duncan, L. Duncan). 

Magnolia Warbler: 1 at Jungle Trail 26 Dec (J. Drucker); 1 hatch-year bird at Fort Drum 
CA 29 Dec and 10 Feb (J. Grudens, T. Towles); 1 at Barefoot Bay WTP (Brevard) 30 
Dec (T. Ledford); 1 at Palmetto Street and 4 th Street (Volusia) 30 Dec (T. Lee); 1 at 
Environmental Learning Center 13 Jan (+W. Johnson); 1 at Jungle Trail 14-17 Jan 
(W. Johnson); 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 15 Jan-25 Feb (K. Hamblett); 1 at Oak and 
Palm Hammock Trails (Brevard) 17 Jan (P. Mansfield); 1 at Dunedin Hammock Park 
17 Feb (+J. McGinity); 1 at John Chesnut Park 25-28 Feb (+J. Clayton et al.). 

Blackburnian Warbler: 1 at Regina Way (Orange) 19 Dec (S. Weber). 

Yellow Warbler: 1 at Pumphouse Road, Merritt Island NWR 3 Dec (S. Muro); 1 at 
Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 5 Dec (J. Hintermister, M. Manetz, H. Adams); 1 at Lake 
Mary ponds 16 Dec (L. Gray); 1 at Merritt Island NWR 31 Dec (+M. Harris); 1 at 
Rockledge Drive (Brevard) 11 Jan (+M. Harris); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 20- 
26 Jan (J. Mileyka); 1 at Black Point Wildlife Drive 25 Jan (A. Kent). 

Blackpoll Warbler: 1 at Gemini Springs Park (Volusia) 28 Feb (R. Peterson). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: 1 male at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve 16 Dec (+R. Harrod 
et al.); 1 male at Bear Creek Court (Seminole) 20 Dec-13 Jan (+L. Gray). 

Prairie Warbler: 1 at Shark Road (Duval) 30 Dec (M. Fethe, +K. Dailey). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: Up to 3 at Sawgrass Lake Park 5 Dec-20 Feb (+J. Clay¬ 
ton); 1 at Tosohatchee WMA (Orange) 17 Dec (+D. LaGrange); 1 at Gainesville 26 
Dec-20 Jan (A. Zions); 1 at Gerda Terrace (Orange) 28 Dec (M. Sharpe); 1 at Guana 
Tolomato Matanzas NERR (St. Johns) 24-26 Jan (+A. Tanner); 1 at Moccasin Lake 
Nature Park (Pinellas) 17 Feb (R. Smith). 

Canada Warbler: 1 at Tuscawilla Preserve (Volusia) 15 Feb (+S. Krah). 

Wilson’s Warbler: 1 at Hooper Farm Roost (Orange) 14 Dec (S. Simmons); 1 at Gaines¬ 
ville 14 Dec-EOS (A. Kratter et al.); 1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 17 Dec (J. Hin¬ 
termister); 1 at Wildwood (Sumter) 28 Dec (S. Stafford); 1 at Alligator Lake (Colum¬ 
bia) 3 Feb (m. obs.). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Up to 3 in Alachua throughout the period (F. Goodwin, A. Kratter 
et al.); 1 at Lake Apopka Lust Road gate area 19 Dec-12 Feb (M. Buccieri, m. obs.); 1 
at Orlando Wetlands Park 6 Jan-24 Feb (+J. Leavens, m. obs.); 1 at Gemini Springs 
Park 3 Feb (G. Leavens, m. obs.); 1 at Fort Pickens 16 Jan (L. Duncan). 

*Bananaquit: 1 at Rhapsody of the Seas Cruise Ship (Monroe County) 24 Feb (S. 
Steininger); 1 at Gardens at Crandon Park (Miami-Dade) 25 Feb (+M. Green). 

Chipping Sparrow: 2 at Sawgrass Lake Park 16 Dec (+J. Clayton et al.); up to 3 at Boyd 
Hill Nature Preserve 6 Jan-24 Feb (+J. Clayton, M. James). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: 1 at Gainesville 9 Dec (A. Zions); 1 at Okaloosa County STF 18 
Dec (L. Duncan); 1 at Helen and Allan Cruickshank Sanctuary (Brevard) 21 Dec (+M. 
Harris); 1 at Durrance Lane (Flagler) 23 Dec (M. Brothers, A. Kent, G. Kent); 2 at 
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Fort Pickens 28 Jan (J. Callaway, B. Callaway); up to 2 at Newnans Lake SF 28 Jan- 

8 Feb (F. Goodwin et al.); 1 at Pine Flatwoods Trail, Merritt Island NWR, Titusville 
C Brevard ) 1 Feb (+M. Harris). 

Field Sparrow: 1 at East Main Street ( Brevard ) 3 Jan (T. Hince). 

Lark Sparrow: 1 at Okeeheelee Park ( Palm Beach ) 4 Dec (C. Weber); 1 at Pace ( Santa 
Rosa ) 8 Dec (L. Kelly); 1 at Fort De Soto Park 27 Dec-EOS (J. Laskowski); 1 at Lake 
Apopka Wildlife Drive 20 Jan (J. Mileyka). 

“Ipswich” Savannah Sparrow (R s. princeps ): 2 at Huguenot Memorial Park 29 Dec (+K. 
Dailey, D. Foster). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Up to 3 at Brooker Creek Preserve 23 Jan-EOS (+T. Mast, m. 
obs.); 1 at Fanning Island {Duval) 25 Feb (+K. Dailey). 

Henslow’s Sparrow: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 20 Jan (J. Mileyka). 

Le Conte’s Sparrow: 1 at Weekiwachee Preserve 14 Dec (D. Gagne et al.); 1 at Alligator 
Point 18 Dec (+J. Murphy); 1 at Lake Woodruff NWR 27-28 Jan, 8-28 Feb (D. Hart- 
grove, m. obs., fide C. Brown). 

Saltmarsh Sparrow: 1 at Black Point Wildlife Drive 6 Jan (+H. Griffin). 

Fox Sparrow: 1 at Gainesville 9 Feb (J. Mays). 

Song Sparrow: 1 at Boyd Hill Nature Preserve 29 Nov was still present through 24 Feb 
(+R. Smith, M. James, m. obs.); 1 at East Main Street ( Brevard ) 3 Jan (T. Hince); 1 at 
South Lake CA 11 Jan (+M. Harris); 1 at Biolab boat ramp ( Brevard ) 21-23 Jan (+S. 
K. Jones); 1 at WSEG boat ramp ( Brevard ) 21 Jan (M. Harris). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: 1 at Black Hammock ( Seminole ) 3 and 23 Dec (P. Hueber); 1 at Canal 
Street 6 Dec-8 Jan (L. Mathis, m. obs.); 1 at Pelican Island NWR 17 Dec (W. Chatfield- 
Taylor); 1 at WSEG boat ramp 21 Jan (M. Harris); 1 at St. Johns Agricultural Exten¬ 
sion {St. Johns) 17 Dec (m. obs.); 1 at Okaloosa County STF 18 Dec (A. Knothe); 1 at 
Brooker Creek Preserve 23 Dec (+C. Yilmaz); 1 at N Escambia 28 Jan (M. Jordan). 

Swamp Sparrow: 130 at International Paper Wetlands 13 Dec (J. Callaway, B. Callaway). 

White-throated Sparrow: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 21 Jan (J. Martin); 1 at Mer¬ 
ritt Island NWR 29 Jan (E. Lewis). 

White-crowned Sparrow: 1 GambeVs at Helen and Allan Cruickshank Sanctuary 21 Dec 
(+M. Harris); 1 immature at Brooker Creek Preserve 23 Dec (L. Margeson, D. Marge- 
son); 1 at South Lake CA 11 Jan (+M. Harris); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 13 Jan 
(+S. Simmons); 1 Lake Apopka NSRA Lust Road gate area 24-28 Jan (A. Lamoreaux, 
m. obs.). 

Dark-eyed Junco: 1 at E Pensacola 30 Nov (C. Brown). 

Summer Tanager: 1 at Quale Grove Road {Lake) 5 Dec-8 Feb (P. Siegler); 2 at Tallahassee 
7 Dec-EOS (S. Phillips); 1 at Spring Hill 7 Dec (B. Hansen); 1 at 20th Avenue {Lake) 
10-19 Dec (M. Buccieri, m. obs.); 1 male at Sawgrass Lake Park 10 Dec-3 Feb (+J. 
Clayton, m. obs.); 1 at Pensacola 15 Dec-12 Jan (J. Lloyd); 2 at Loyd Tingler Park 
{Pinellas) 16 Dec (+D. Goodwin, E. Haney); 1 at Oakland Memorial Park {Seminole) 
16 Dec (S. Collins); 1 at 1830 Mellonville Avenue {Seminole) 16 Dec (M. Abend); 1 at 
Fort Reid Park {Seminole) 16 Dec (M. Abend); 1 at West Hornbeam Drive {Seminole) 
19 Dec-10 Feb (S. Collins); 1 at Arcadia Street/South Ferncreek Avenue {Orange) 22 
Dec-25 Feb (M. Keim, m. obs.); 1 at Oxford {Sumter) 31 Dec (J. Thornton); 1 at Floral 
City {Citrus) 9 Jan-17 Feb (G. Harrison); 1 at Brooksville 4-18 Jan (G. Long); up to 

9 at Gainesville throughout the season (G. Israel, T. Hoctor et al.); 1 at Cantonment 
{Escambia) 12 Jan (J. Callaway, B. Callaway); 1 at N Pensacola 1 Feb (E. Zambello); 
1 at John Chesnut Park 15-28 Feb (+J. Gibbons, I. Gibbons, R. Smith, S. Aversa). 

Western Tanager: 1 adult male at Pensacola 11 Dec-28 Feb (B. Neitzel); 1 at Okaloosa 
County Veterans’ Park {Okaloosa) 28 Jan (M. Swan, S. Hobson, B. Duncan, L. Dun¬ 
can, B. Purdy); 1 at a St. Johns residence 4-5 Feb (T. Jennings); 2 at a S Jacksonville 
{Duval) feeder for the fourth winter 16 Feb {fide K. Dailey); 1 adult male at a San Jose 
residence {Duval) 14-22 Feb (J. Austin). 
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Rose-breasted Grosbeak: 1 at Cowan Drive ( Brevard ) 9 Jan (P. Mansfield); 1 adult male 
at Fort Pickens 13 Jan (P. Doggrell); 1 at Naples ( Collier ) 14 Jan-EOS (M. Higgins); 
1 at S Jacksonville {Duval) residence 15 Jan-16 Feb {fide +K. Dailey); up to 2 at 
Gainesville throughout the season (A. Kratter, L. Gaudette); 1 at Fort Myers {Lee) 29 
Jan-EOS (D. McQuade, +T. McQuade). 

Blue Grosbeak: 1 at Santa Fe Swamp Conservation Area {Bradford) 16 Dec (+A. Zions); 1 
at Gainesville 4-9 Jan (L. Davis); 1 at Newnans Lake SF 22 Jan-EOS (K. Miller et al.). 
* Lazuli Bunting: 1 at Leroy Wright Park {Brevard) 5 Jan (+M. Harris). 

Indigo Bunting: Up to 8 at Gainesville throughout the season (S. Robinson, D. Gagne et 
al.). 

Painted Bunting: Up to 15 at Alachua throughout the season (A. Zions, A. Kratter et al.); 

5 at Hernando 26 Dec-EOS (D. Love et al.). 

Dickcissel: 1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 12 Feb (J. Mays). 

Rusty Blackbird: Up to 5 at M&M Dairy {Duval) throughout the season (K. Dailey, m. 
obs.); up to 3 at Salt Lake WMA 4-6 Dec, 24 Jan (A. Whitlock, m. obs.); up to 23 at 
Gainesville 17 Jan-EOS (B. Ewing et al.). 

Bronzed Cowbird: 1 at Newton Park {Orange) 9 Jan (+J. Ballard). 

Orchard Oriole: 1 at International Paper Wetlands 10 Jan (J. Callaway, B. Callaway); 
1 at Broken Bow Lane {Volusia) 21 Feb (E. Milcarsky); 1 male at Hollywood Studios 
{Orange) 21 Feb (J. Cubilla). 

Baltimore Oriole: 1 at E Gulf Breeze 31 Dec-7 Jan (D. Horton); 1 at a Clearwater yard 
{Pinellas) 13 Feb (+D. Goebel); 1 at Brooksville 16 Feb (M. Scott); 1 at Spring Hill 
( Hernando) 25-27 Feb (D. Burns). 

Acknowledgments 

Contributors: Howard Adams, Cindy Ahern, Scott Ahern, Bert Aim, Emily Angell, 
Eliana Ardila, Jim Armstrong, Tom Auer, James Austin, Steve Aversa, Brady Bailo, Bryan 
Baker, Barb Bassett, Doug Beach, Gail Becker, Lynneala Beegle , Frank Benham, Mark 
Berney, Patrick Blake, Dale Bonk, Dave Bowman, Craig Brelsford, Bill Bremser, Michael 
Brothers, Michael Brower, Cecil Brown, Chris Brown, Dana Bryan, Michael Buccieri, 
Kevin Burke, Chris Burney, Debby Burns, Mark Burns, Ioa Byrne, Brenda Callaway, 
Jerry Callaway, Ed Carlson, Kathleen Carr, Jim Cavanaugh, Avery Chan, Will Chatfield- 
Taylor, Kevin Christman, Ron Christen, David Clark, JoAnna Clayton, Clair Cogar, 
Keith Collingwood, Steve Collins, Craig Cook, Greg Cornett, Richard Crossley, Steve 
Coster, Dalcio Dacol, Kevin Dailey, Lloyd Davis, Jim Dazenbaker, Gaylee Dean, Richard 
Dean, Tim Dellinger, Rangel Diaz, Robin Diaz, Kathy Doerr, Peggy Doggrell, Jennifer 
Donsky, Jacob Drucker, Bob Duncan, Lucy Duncan, Jim Eager, Kerry Eckhardt, Bobby 
Elbert, Cynthia Elder, Corey Ellington, Benjamin Ewing, Christopher Ferro, Martha 
Fethe, Lauren Flesher, Frank Fogarty, Ann Forster, David Foster, Noah Frade, Mark 
Friedemann, Bruce Furlow, Dave Gagne, Laura Gaudette, Ivy Gibbons, John Gibbons, 
Dale Goebel, Luis Gonzalez, Larry Goodman, Steven Goodman, David Goodwin, Frank 
Goodwin, Isabel Gottlieb, Jeffrey Graham, Lewis Gray, Michael Green, Henry Griffin, 
Julian Grudens, JoAnn Hackos, Brad Hall, Karen Hamblett, Wendy Hamilton, Erik 
Haney, Bev Hansen, Mark Harris, Mitchell Harris, Gabrielle Harrison, Randy Harrod, 
David Hartgrove, Peter Hawrylyshyn, Monica Higgins, Jessica Hightower, Michael 
Hill, Nicole Hilliard, Tom Hince, John Hintermister, Shannon Hobson, Tom Hoctor, 
Marvin Hoekstra, Andrew Holzinger, Harry Hooper, Daniel Horton, Joanie Hubinger, 
Mark Hubinger, Paul Hueber, Adam Hull, Robert Irwin, Glenn Israel, Tom Jackson, 
Melissa James, Terry Jennings, Will Johnson, Matt Johnstone, S. K. Jones, Michael 
Jordan, Mary Keim, Les Kelly, John Kendall, Adam Kent, Gina Kent, Barry Kinzie, 
Stephen Klem, Alan Knothe, Sam Krah, Marc Kramer, Andy Kratter, Keith Laakkonen, 


88 


FLORIDA FIELD NATURALIST 


David LaGrange, Alex Lamoreaux, Bob Lane, Andy Lantz, Joanne Laskowski, Gary 
Leavens, Janet Leavens, Tom Ledford, Tom Lee, Syd Lemieux, Josh Lefever, Lorri 
Liljia, Jan Lloyd, Gina Long, Darcy Love, Jack Lynch, Mike Manetz, Larry Manfredi, 
Phyllis Mansfield, Joe Marchionno, Don Margeson, Lorraine Margeson, Tom Marvel, 
Tom Mast, Lori Mathis, Eva Matthews, Jonathan Mays, Jim McGinity, Kevin McGowan, 
Shelby McNemar, David McQuade, Tammy McQuade, Mark McShane, Wendy Meehan, 
Richard Merrigan, John Middleton, Joseph Mileyka, Karl Miller, Sam Mitcham, Marian 
Mcsherry, Joseph Montes de Oca, Isabella Muro, Sara Muro, Deanna Murphy, John 
Murphy, David Muth, Bill Neitzel, Charlene Nelson, Kris Nelson, Chris Newton, Tom 
Obrock, Jeff O’Connell, Jason O’Connor, Tim O’Leary, Dan O’Malley, Tom Ostrand, 
Roberta Overland, Sharhonda Owens, Cynthia Paonessa, Judd Patterson, Ruth Ann 
Peipert, Michael Peterson, Roy Peterson, Bill Phelan, Sunny Phillips, Pete Plage, 
Caroline Poli, Carol Porch, Bruce Purdy, John Puschock, Gallus Quigley, Kim Ramos, 
Diane Reed, Brandon Reo, Lynn Reynolds, Doug Richard, Kathy Rigling, Dotty Robbins, 
Harry Robinson, Scott Robinson, Tom Rodriguez, Danny Rohan, Meg Rousher, Rex 
Rowan, Lesley Royce, Mark Rozmarynowycz, Karen Seawel, Robert Sena, Dan Scolaro, 
Max Scott, Debra Segal, Win Shafer, Marcus Sharpe, Eric Shaw, Dominic Sherony, Pam 
Siegler, Sherrie Siers, Scott Simmons, David Simpson, Ron Smith, Cherrie Sneed, Scott 
Stafford, Karen Stanmore, Sheri Steininger, John Sullivan, Doug Sutherland, Malcolm 
Swan, Lois Swoboda, Wes Tallyn, Alta Tanner, Barbara Taylor, Carol Tebay, Cathy 
Terry, John Thornton, Tim Towles, David True, Rob Vessels, Sidney Wade, Jerry Walker, 
Eary Warren, Ray Webb, Chuck Weber, David Weber, Shalev Weber, Stephen Wheelock, 
Audrey Whitlock, Susie Whittemore, Sharon Wilcox, Graham Williams, Paul Williams, 
Kristin Wood, Cuneyt Yilmaz, Joe Yohannan, Daniel Young, Erica Zambello, Caralyn 
Zehnder, Ceila Zelman, Adam Zions. 

Report prepared by Kevin E. Dailey, state compiler (6661 Beatrix Drive, 
Jacksonville, Florida 32226, <kedailey@yahoo.com>). Regional compilers are Kevin 
E. Dailey, Robin Diaz (200 Ocean Lane Drive #PB-1, Key Biscayne, Florida 33149, 
<rd4birds@bellsouth.net>), Bob and Lucy Duncan (614 Fairpoint Drive, Gulf Breeze, 
Florida 32561, <Town_Point@bellsouth.net>), Jim Eager (350 Fillmore Ave., Apt F-18, 
Cape Canaveral, Florida, 32920, beachbirder@bellsouth.net), Charlie Ewell (115 SW 
51st Terrace, Cape Coral, Florida 33991, <anhinga42@comcast.net>), Bev Hansen 
(6573 Pine Meadows Drive, Spring Hill, Florida 34606, <bevalhansen@gmail.com>), 
John Murphy (766 Alligator Drive, Alligator Point, Florida 32346, <southmoonunder@ 
mchsi.com>), David Sherer (123 Main Drive, Venus, FL 33960, <dlsherer@gmail.com>), 
and Ron Smith (1500 85th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33702, <rsmithbirds@ 
gmail.com>). 


BE A FRIEND OF FFN 


Florida Field Naturalist is the journal of FOS, an important 
communication vehicle for the Florida scientific and birding community. 
Increasing costs need to be offset with a combination of member dues 
and contributions. 

Please consider a donation of $50, $100, $200 or more to FRIENDS 
OF FFN. Your gift will allow FFN to improve its artwork, including 
four-color photographs of rarities similar to the one of the state’s first 
Varied Bunting, published in the February 2006 issue, and other 
improvements in the content and appearance of our journal. 

Contributions to FRIENDS OF FFN will be added to a special 
endowment of FOS, the interest of which will be used to improve the 
journal. Please write a check payable to the Florida Ornithological 
Society and specify that the gift is for FOS Friends of FFN. Send 
your check to the Treasurer: Charles H. Fisher, Jr., c/o Reilly, Fisher 
& Solomon PA, 4950 W. Kennedy Blvd., Ste. 610, Tampa, FL 33609. 
Email: chflshercpa@hotmail.com 

We thank the following generous donors for contributing to 
FRIENDS OF FFN: 


2014 

Stephen Gross 
William Courser 
David Hartgrove 
John Murphy 
Robin Diaz 
Larry Hribar 
Wilfred Yusek 
Silvio Crespo, Jr. 

James E. Cavanagh, Jr. 
Kevin & Marie Dailey 
St. Johns River WMD 
(In Memory of Judy Bryan) 
Richard L. West 
Billi Wagner 
William Post 
John L. Wuepper 
Michael Brothers 
Wade Nolan 


Ann Paul 
Anthony White 
Stuart R. Wilson 
James E. Cavanagh, Jr. 
Silvio Crespo, Jr. 

Kevin & Marie Dailey 
Robin Diaz 
Todd Engstrom 
David Hartgrove 
Larry Hribar 
Dennis Meritt 
William Post 
Nancy A. Prine 

2015 

James E. Cavanagh, Jr. 
Silvio Crespo, Jr. 

Kevin & Marie Dailey 
Robin Diaz 


89 


90 


FLORIDA FIELD NATURALIST 


Todd Engstrom 
David Hartgrove 
Larry Hribar 
Dennis Meritt 
William Post 
Nancy A. Prine 

2016 

Michael Brothers 
James E. Cavanagh, Jr. 
Silvio Crespo, Jr. 

Kevin & Marie Dailey 
Robin Diaz 
Bob & Lucy Duncan 
Todd Engstrom 
David Goodwin 
David Hartgrove 
Earl & DorothyHorn 
Barbara C. Kittleson 
John Michael Murphy 
Stephen Nesbitt 
Will Post 
Nancy A. Prine 
Raymond G. Scory 
Paul Sykes 

2017 

Michael Brothers 
James E. Cavanagh, Jr. 
Silvio Crespo 
Kevin & Marie Dailey 


Robin Diaz 

Todd Engstrom 

David Goodwin 

David Hartgrove 

Earl & Dorothy Horn 

Fred & Charlotte Lohrer 

Travis & Karen MacClendon 

Dennis Meritt 

John Michael Murphy 

Ann Paul 

Will Post 

Walter K. Taylor 

2018 

James E. Cavanagh, Jr. 
Silvio Crespo 
Robin Diaz 
Todd Engstrom 
Roxanne Featherly 
David Goodwin 
Bev & A1 Hansen 
David Hartgrove 
Earl & Dorothy Horn 
Larry Hribar 

Travis & Karen MacClendon 
Michael McCarty 
Karl Miller 
John Michael Murphy 
Nancy A. Prine 
Raymond G. Scory 
Michelle Wilcox 


SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE 
FLORIDA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


M. C. Bowman. 1978. Species Index to Florida Bird Records in Audubon 
Field Notes and American Birds , Volumes 1-30, 1947-1967. Florida 
Ornithological Society Special Publication No. 1. xii + 43 pages. $4. 

J. A. Cox. 1987. Status and Distribution of the Florida Scrub Jay. Flor¬ 
ida Ornithological Society Special Publication No. 3. vii + 110 pages. $8. 

R. W. Loftin, G. E. Woolfenden, and J. A. Woolfenden. 1991. Florida 
Bird Records in American Birds and Audubon Field Notes (1947- 
1989): Species Index and County Gazetteer. Florida Ornithological 
Society Special Publication No. 4. xiv + 99 pages. $8. 

R. W. Loftin. 1991. West Indian Bird Records in American Birds and 
Audubon Field Notes (1947-1990): Species Index by Islands. Flor¬ 
ida Ornithological Society Special Publication No. 5. ix + 90 pages. $8. 

W. B. Robertson, Jr. and G. E. Woolfenden. 1992. Florida Bird Species: 
An Annotated List. Florida Ornithological Society Special Publication 
No. 6. ix + 260 pages. FOS members: $15 soft cover, $20 hard cover; 
Non-members: $18 soft cover, $23 hard cover. 

G. E. Woolfenden, W. B. Robertson, Jr., and J. Cox. 2006. The Breeding 
Birds of Florida. Florida Ornithological Society Special Publication 
No. 7. ii + 142 pages. $12. 

J. S. Greenlaw, B. Pranty, and R. Bowman. 2014. The Robertson and 
Woolfenden Florida Bird Species: An Annotated List. Florida Or¬ 
nithological Society Special Publication No. 8. viii + 435 pages. $24. 

To order Special Publications: Please send a check payable to 
the Florida Ornithological Society to the Treasurer: 

Charles H. Fisher, Jr. 
c/o Reilly, Fisher & Solomon PA 
4950 W. Kennedy Blvd., Ste. 610 
Tampa, FL 33609 

E-mail: chflshercpa@hotmail.com 

For Special Publication Number 8 only, there is a flat price of $24, which 
includes tax and shipping. 

For all other Special Publications, your check should include the price 
given in the list above plus tax and shipping as determined here: 

Shipping: Add $2 shipping for 1-5 copies; $4 for 6-10 copies. 

Sales Tax: Florida residents add the sales tax for the county in which the 
Special Publications will be delivered. Calculate the sales tax based on the 
total cost of the special publications plus shipping. 


91 



Florida Field Naturalist 

PUBLISHED BY THE FLORIDA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


Vol. 46, No. 4 November 2018 Pages 93-132 


















FLORIDA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Founded 1972 
OFFICERS 

President: Jim Cox, 1503 Wekewa Nene, Tallahassee, FL 32301. Email: jim@ttrs.org 

Vice President: Ann Paul, 4928 Barnstead Drive, Riverview, FL 33578. Email: apaul@ 
audubon.org 

Secretary: Cole Fredricks, 325 Ruby Lake Loop, Winter Haven, FL 33884. Email: 
cfredricks@tampabay.rr.com 

Treasurer: Charles H. Fisher, Jr., 4806 W Beach Park Drive, Tampa, FL 33609. Email: 
chflshercpa@hotmail.com 

Editor, Florida Field Naturalist: Scott Robinson, Florida Museum of Natural History, 
PO. Box 117800, Gainesville, FL 32611-7800. Email: srobinson@flmnh.ufl.edu 

Directors, Serving Until Spring 2019 

Jim Eager, 350 Fillmore Avenue, Apt. F-18, Cape Canaveral, FL 32920. Email: beachbirder@ 
bellsouth.net 

Graham Williams, 530 Rosedale Avenue, Longwood, FL 32750. Email: grahamevanwilliams@ 
gmail.com 

Directors, Serving Until Spring 2020 

Christopher Ferro, 2607 Pepper Avenue, Melbourne, FL 32935. Email: lonelybirder43@ 
gmail.com 

Adam Kent, 222 SE 12th Street, Gainesville, FL 32641. Email: kestrelkent@yahoo.com 

Dan O’Malley, FWC, 8535 Northlake Boulevard, West Palm Beach, FL 33412. Email: 
Dan.Omalley@myFWC.com 

Directors, Serving Until Spring 2021 

Adrienne Doyle, 1239 SW 10th Street, Ocala, FL 34471. Email: Adrienne.Doyle@ 
MyFWC.com 

Ken Spilios, 8676 East Moccasin Slough Road, Inverness, FL 34450. Email: kspil@ 
infionline.net 


Honorary Members 

Samuel A. Grimes 1979; Helen G. Cruickshank 1980; Oliver L. Austin, Jr. 1982 

Pierce Brodkorb 1982; William B. Robertson, Jr. 1992; Glen E. Woolfenden 1994 

Ted Below 1999; Fred E. Lohrer 2009 

All persons interested in Florida’s natural history, especially its abundant bird life, 
are invited to join the Florida Ornithological Society by writing to the Treasurer. Annual 
membership dues are $25 for individual members, $30 for a family membership, $15 
for students, $45 for contributing members, and $40 for institutional membership; 
add $5 for overseas delivery. One-time contributions for life membership are $400 for 
individuals and $500 for families. All members receive Florida Field Naturalist. 

Notice of change of address, claims for undelivered or defective copies, and requests 
for information about advertising and subscriptions should be sent to the Treasurer. 

Florida Field Naturalist is published quarterly (March, May, September, and 
November) by the Florida Ornithological Society. It is printed by E. O. Painter Printing 
Co., PO. Box 877, DeLeon Springs, FL 32130. The permanent address of the Florida 
Ornithological Society is Division of Birds, Florida Museum of Natural History, 1659 
Museum Road, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 32611. The Florida Ornithological 
Society web site is at www.fosbirds.org 


THIS PUBLICATION IS PRINTED ON NEUTRAL PH PAPER 




Florida Field Naturalist 

ISSN 0738-999X 

PUBLISHED BY THE FLORIDA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


Editor: Scott Robinson, Florida Museum of Natural History, University of Florida, 
RO. Box 117800, Gainesville, FL 32611-7800. Email: srobinson@flmnh.ufl.edu 
Managing/Copy Editor: Tom Webber, Florida Museum of Natural History, University of 
Florida, P.O. Box 117800, Gainesville, FL 32611-7800. Email: twebber@flmnh.ufl.edu 
Associate Editor (for bird distribution): Bruce Anderson, 2917 Scarlet Road, 
Winter Park, FL 32792. Email: scizortail@aol.com 


INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS 

Florida Field Naturalist is a refereed journal emphasizing biological field studies 
and observations of vertebrates, especially birds, in or near Florida and the nearby West 
Indies. We welcome submission of original manuscripts containing new information from 
these areas. We encourage electronic submission of manuscripts. Please consult 
recent issues of the journal and the FOS website (http://www.fosbirds.org/content/ffn- 
article-submission-guidelines) for style, noting especially that manuscripts should: 

(1) be double-spaced throughout, including table- and figure captions; 

(2) include the scientific name at the first mention of each species; 

(3) include capitalized standard English names for all birds, but lower 
case for English names of other organisms; 

(4) use metric units for all measurements; 

(5) use the form “7 June 2003” for all dates; 

(6) use the 24-hour clock for all indications of time (e.g., 0800, 1400); 

(7) use the following abbreviations: s (second), min (minute), h (hour); 

(8) use active voice where at all possible. 

Submit manuscripts, and books for review, to the Editor, Scott Robinson. 
Field observations should be sent to a regional compiler of the Field Observations 
Committee (see Field Observations, this issue, and http://www.fosbirds.org/content/ 
submit-observation). Reports of birds for which the FOS Records Committee requires 
documentation (see http://fosbirds.org/content/records-committee) should be sent to the 
Secretary of the Committee, Andrew W. Kratter, Florida Museum of Natural History, 
P.O. Box 117800, Gainesville, FL 32611-7800; Email: kratter@flmnh.ufl.edu. 


Florida Field Naturalist 

PUBLISHED BY THE FLORIDA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


Vol. 46, No. 4 November 2018 Pages 93-132 


CONTENTS 

NOTES 

Owl predation on Florida bonneted bats ( Eumops floridanus ) 

Jeffery A. Gore, Leah Miller, Elizabeth C. Braun de Torrez, and Megan A. 
Wallrichs .93-95 

TWENTY-SEVENTH REPORT OF THE FLORIDA 
ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY RECORDS COMMITTEE: 


2016-2017 

Andrew W. Kratter . 96-117 

FIELD OBSERVATIONS 

Spring Report: March-May 2018 

Kevin E. Dailey .118-128 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Charles H. Fisher, Jr.129 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Friends of FFN. 130-131 

FOS Special Publications.132 










Florida Field Naturalist 

PUBLISHED BY THE FLORIDA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


Vol. 46, No. 4 November 2018 Pages 93-132 


Florida Field Naturalist 46(4):93-95, 2018. 


OWL PREDATION ON FLORIDA BONNETED 
BATS (Eumops floridanus ) 

Jeffery A. Gore , 1 Leah Miller , 2 Elizabeth C. Braun de Torrez , 3 and 

Megan A. Wallrichs 4 

1 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 

Panama City, Florida 32409 

Email: Jeff.Gore@myfwc.com 

2 Florida Bat Conservancy, Everglades City, Florida 34139 

3 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 
Gainesville, Florida 32601 

4 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 

Lake City, Florida 32055 

When the Florida bonneted bat (Eumops floridanus ) was listed as federally endangered 
in 2013, predation by owls and snakes was noted as a potential but uncertain threat to 
the species (IJSFWS 2013). At that time, the only record of predation on Florida bonneted 
bats was from Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park, Collier County, Florida, where 
in June 2000 park biologist Mike Owen found the skull of a Florida bonneted bat in a 
regurgitated pellet from an unknown species of owl (Timm and Genoways 2004). Here 
we report three additional lines of evidence demonstrating interaction between owls and 
these endangered bats. We describe the first direct observation of an owl killing a Florida 
bonneted bat, as well as observations of Barred Owls (Strix varia ) attempting to take 
Florida bonneted bats and being attracted to the bats’ calls. 

On 23 April 2018, we captured eight Florida bonneted bats in mist nets in Fakahatchee 
Strand Preserve State Park with the objective of attaching radio transmitters and 
tracking them to their roosts. Transmitters were attached to males and to females that 
did not appear to be pregnant. Because this large and heavy molossid bat typically drops 
from its roost as it takes flight, we routinely release a captured individual by placing it 
onto a tree trunk and watching as it climbs to a suitable height (usually 3-6 m) before 
dropping into flight. In a four-year study in Charlotte County, we released Florida 
bonneted bats in this manner >1,000 times with no mortality. Seven of the eight bats 
released on trees on 23 April also climbed and flew away unharmed. The eighth bat was 
a female that was assessed as healthy, but it was pregnant and so was not fitted with a 
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radio transmitter. We released this bat onto the trunk of a cypress tree (Taxodium sp.) 
at 2217 EST and it climbed readily before stopping about 4 m up the tree. JAG stood 
approximately 2 m from the tree and watched the bat in the moonlight to confirm that 
it flew away. A few moments later a large owl flew in directly overhead and, without 
slowing or making a sound, snatched the bat off the tree trunk. As the owl flew away, the 
bat was visible in its talons. ECB was nearby and did not see the owl, but heard the bat 
make several loud, high-pitched vocalizations. 

We could not identify the owl, seen so briefly in poor light, but we assumed it was a 
Barred Owl because it was large and we had heard many Barred Owls calling nearby that 
night. It did not appear to be as large as a Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus), and we 
had heard no calls of that species. Bats have seldom been reported as a prey item for Barred 
Owls (Livezey 2007), but Bergstrom and Smith (2017) observed a pair of Barred Owls that 
temporarily relied on southeastern myotis (Myotis austroriparius ) as a primary food source. 

Although we saw only one bat captured by an owl, other circumstantial observations 
suggest that Barred Owls prey upon Florida bonneted bats more often than previously 
known. In March 2016, LM was observing a cavity tree used by roosting Florida bonneted 
bats in the Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge, in Collier County, when a Barred 
Owl flew in and perched in a tree near the bat roost. At dusk, the owl dove at the first 
Florida bonneted bat to emerge from the cavity roost, but it missed and LM saw no bats 
captured that night. Because the owl perched near the roost and pursued the first bat 
that emerged, we suspect it had visited the roost previously. 

We have also frequently heard Barred Owls near roost trees at dusk and observed 
them flying over the trees as the bats were emerging. On several occasions, ECB and 
MAW have observed Barred Owls flying into and around mist nets set above an acoustic 
lure (electronic speaker) placed to attract Florida bonneted bats by broadcasting their 
social calls (Braun de Torrez et al. 2017). On one occasion, in May 2016, MAW saw a 
Barred Owl land and stare at the lure, then tilt its head back and forth before jumping 
toward it, being briefly caught in the net, and then flying off. 

Our direct observation confirms that owls in flight can capture a Florida bonneted 
bat (in this case resting on a tree), and it corroborates the earlier indirect evidence of 
owl predation based on an owl pellet (Timm and Genoways 2004). Our supplementary 
observations of Barred Owl behavior near a roost and at an acoustic lure provide 
circumstantial evidence that owls may target Florida bonneted bats as prey and not 
simply encounter them by chance. 

If more extensive study shows that owls regularly prey upon Florida bonneted bats, 
it will be important to determine how predation rates vary across south Florida and 
throughout the year. Florida bonneted bats roost in a variety of habitats, including urban 
areas (Belwood 1992), and predation rates likely vary among populations depending 
upon the density of predators, presence of predator perches near roosts, and availability 
of other prey. Because colonies of Florida bonneted bats are typically small and believed 
to consist usually of a dominant male plus a harem of females and their offspring (Ober 
et al. 2017), predation by Barred Owls could quickly deplete a colony. This would be 
especially likely if a pair of nesting owls with young to feed discovered a bat roost, as 
was observed with Barred Owls that killed at least 37 southeastern myotis in Georgia 
(Bergstrom and Smith 2017). Survival of individual Florida bonneted bats is estimated 
to be relatively low (Bailey et al. 2017), and investigating ways to minimize mortality 
factors, including predation, may be important for conservation of local populations 
across the species’ range. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH REPORT OF THE 
FLORIDA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
RECORDS COMMITTEE: 2016-2017 


Andrew W. Kratter 

Florida Museum of Natural History. 1659 Museum Road, 
University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida 32611 


Abstract .—The Records Committee of the Florida Ornithological Society met at the 
Florida Museum of Natural History on 8 July 2017. We reviewed 93 new reports; in 
addition five reports unresolved from our previous meeting were reviewed. Of the 98 
total reports we reviewed at the meeting, 79 were documented by photographs or video 
(several of these also had audio documentation), six were birds that were banded and 
measured but not photographed, three were documented solely by audio recordings, and 
two were documented by specimens deposited in museum collections. The other eight 
were sight reports with varying amounts of written documentation. Of these 98 reports, 
77 (78.5%) were accepted, 16 were not accepted (16.3%), two were not accepted to species 
but accepted to a species pair (2.0%), two were tabled (2.0%), and one was unresolved 
(1.0%). As at the 2016 meeting, the submissions included a large number (nine) of spe¬ 
cies that would have been new additions to the Official List of Florida bird species (Black 
Swift, Yellow-billed Loon, Great White Pelican, Red-naped Sapsucker, Couch’s Kingbird, 
Brown-chested Martin, Caribbean Martin, Tropical Mockingbird, Smith’s Longspur), but 
only one of these was accepted: Smith’s Longspur, bringing the State List to 525 species. 
One potentially new State record, Brown-chested Martin, was tabled to gather more 
data. 


This twenty-seventh report of the Florida Ornithological Society 
Records Committee (FOSRC) summarizes decisions made by the 
committee for the submission year ending in July 2017. Committee 
activity and operations are guided by our “Rules and Procedures,” 
which are available from the author. The FOSRC routinely evaluates 
reports of review-listed rare species (20 or fewer accepted records or 
reports over the previous ten years) and reports of species occurring 
for the first (known) time in the state. On occasion, when we receive a 
recommendation, we also consider whether an exotic species meets our 
criteria for establishment in Florida. Reference here to “the Committee” 
refers to FOSRC. 

The FOSRC met at the Florida Museum of Natural History on 
8 July 2017. We reviewed 93 new reports; in addition five reports 
unresolved from our previous meeting were reviewed. Documentation 
supporting the 98 total submissions included photographs and video 
(79 submissions, several of these also had audio documentation), audio 
recordings (3 submissions), measurements from banding operations 
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(six submissions), and specimens deposited in museum collections (2 
submissions). The other eight submissions were sight reports with 
varying amounts of written documentation. Of these 98 submissions, 
77 were accepted (78.5%), 16 were not accepted (16.3%), two were not 
accepted to species but accepted to a species pair, two were tabled, and 
one were unresolved. Not surprisingly, the rate of acceptance was much 
lower for submissions that lacked supporting photographic/audio/ 
banding measurement/specimen evidence (37.5%) than for those with 
such evidence (85.6%). Part of this is attributable to misidentifications 
or poorly detailed reports submitted by beginning birders. 

The submissions included a high number of species-nine-that 
would have been new additions to the Official List of Florida bird 
species, but only one of these was accepted: Smith’s Longspur, bringing 
the State List to 525 species. One potentially new State record, Brown¬ 
chested Martin, was tabled to gather more data. The seven submissions 
representing potentially new additions to the Official State List that 
were not accepted were: Black Swift, Yellow-billed Loon, Great White 
Pelican, Red-naped Sapsucker, Couch’s Kingbird (accepted to Tropical/ 
Couch’s Kingbird), Caribbean Martin, and Tropical Mockingbird. 
The identifications of two of these were accepted (the pelican and 
mockingbird), but the Committee determined that both these were 
likely escaped former captives rather than natural vagrants. 

This report was prepared on behalf of all members of the FOSRC 
serving during the 2016-2017 reporting year. The members and their 
year of term expiration on the FOSRC are: Michael Brothers (2017), 
David Goodwin (2018), Rafael Galvez (2019), Andy Kratter (2020), 
Mark Berney (2021), Elliot Schunke (2022), and Michelle Davis (2023). 
See the FOS website (above) for a list of the current members of the 
FOSRC. 


Committee News, Formats, and Terminology 

Committee news .—During 2017, the FOSRC met once on 8 July at 
the Florida Museum of Natural History, Gainesville. Michael Brothers 
reached the end of his term this year on the committee and cycled off. 
Following the meeting, a new member was selected: John Murphy, 
who previously served on the FOSRC from 2008-2015. During most 
of the 2016-2017 period of this report, the FOSRC website, where 
nearly all submissions are received, was not functioning correctly and 
some submissions may never have been received. In 2016 we changed 
the criteria for Review List species (Kratter 2018), resulting in the 
addition of 33 species to the Review List. However, website problems 
prevented updating the online Review list and most Florida birders 
were unaware of the changes. As a result, we likely missed several 
potential submissions of these species. For instance, the 2016-17 
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reporting period was characterized by an amazing influx of vagrants 
from the Caribbean. Of the of five Bahama Mockingbirds, 15 Western 
Spindalis, and seven Bananaquits reported to eBird during this period, 
we received submissions for zero Bahama Mockingbirds, three Western 
Spindalis, and three Bananaquits. All three species were added to the 
Review List in 2016. 

Formats and terminology .—We followed the current nomenclature 
and sequence used in the American Ornithological Society (formerly 
American Ornithologists’ Union) check-list (AOU 1998) and its 
supplements through July 2017 (http://checklist.aou.org/) in the 
species accounts. Within accounts with more than one submission for a 
species, each report is introduced sequentially by catalog number. The 
initials following the catalog number refer to one or more contributors 
who supplied information to the committee on accepted reports (see 
list below). We employ the terminology for age of birds outlined by 
Kratter (2012). We normally do not review subspecies, but we have 
accepted submissions on distinctive, field-identifiable subspecies whose 
taxonomic rank may be reevaluated by the AOS in the future. Our use 
of the words “report” and “record” to describe occurrences of species in 
Florida follows Robertson and Woolfenden (1992), a distinction that 
has been followed by subsequent major reviews of the Florida avifauna, 
and by the Field Observations Committee of the FOSRC. Individual 
occurrences that are independently verifiable (specimen, diagnostic 
photograph, or an audio or video file) are characterized as “records,” 
and if not verifiable as “reports.” Accepted reports are special only in 
the sense that the non-verifiable documentation is deemed to be fully 
supportive of the identification and the circumstances do not warrant 
special consideration. In past practice, the Committee has accepted 
only records (i.e., with verifiable evidence) for addition of a species to 
the Florida List. After that initial hurdle has been met, reports are 
considered on the basis of their merits based on available physical 
evidence and circumstance (provenance not an issue). For each species, 
I provide a review of the status of the species in Florida chiefly based 
on FOSRC data through the end of 2016, as specified. 

Abbreviations used here in the species accounts are AOS (American 
Ornithological Society), FLMNH (Florida Museum of Natural 
History, Gainesville), FOSRC (Florida Ornithological Society Records 
Committee), NP (National Park), NWR (National Wildlife Refuge), SP 
(State Park), and TTRS (Tall Timbers Research Station, Tallahassee). 

Submitters of reports (all submitters are acknowledged, but only those reports 
that are accepted include initials of the submitter here): Angel Abreu (AA), 
Mariel Abreu (MA), Wes Biggs (WB), James Brady (JB), Michael Brothers (MBr), 
Matthew Bruce (MaB), Mark Burns (MBu), Kevin Christman (KC), Martin 
Dellwo (MD), Jason Denesevich (JD), Rangel Diaz (RaD), Robin Diaz (RoD), 
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Jim Eager (JE), David Essian (DE), Noah Frade (NF), Murray Gardler (MG), 
Reinhard Geisler (RG), Mitchell Harris, Claire Herzog (CH), Larry Manfredi 
(LM), Andrew Kratter (AKr), Cheryl Lachance (CL), Thomas Ledford (TL), Wendy 
Meehan (WM), Kenneth Miller (KM), Jeff O’Connell (JO), Sigurd Olsen (SO), Dan 
O’Malley (DM), Mike Ostrowski (MO), Chris Payne (CP), Troy Ploger (TP), Bill 
Pranty (BPr), Bruce Purdy (BrP), Shane Runyon (SR), Chip Sasser (CS), Elliot 
Schunke (ES), Alan Seelye-James (ASJ), David Simpson (DS), Roberto Torres 
(RT), Michael Vasi (MV), Mitch Walters (MW), Audrey Whitlock (AW), Stu Wilson 
(SW), Aaron Yappert (AY), Adam Zions (AZ), and Suzanne Zuckerman (SZ). 


Submissions Accepted 


Brant Branta bernicla 

2017-1207 (JE, RG). “Black” Brant Branta bernicla nigricans 
2017-1208 (RG). “Atlantic” Brant Branta bernicla hrota 

On 17 December 2016 two Brant were discovered at San Carlos Bay/Bunche 
Beach Preserve (Lee County). The birds, present there until 21 January 2017, 
included one dark bird showing the dark belly typical of the subspecies nigricans, 
and one pale bird showing the sharp contrast between black breast and pale belly 
of subspecies hrota. On 1 February 2017, both birds were found on the Atlantic 
side of the Florida peninsula at Apollo Beach (Volusia County), where they stayed 
until 6 March. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. Of the eight occurrences 
listed on eBird between July 2007 and July 2017, including the above, three 
were documented. Greenlaw et al. (2014) listed it as an irregular rare migrant 
and winter resident coastally. This is the first record of subspecies nigricans in 
Florida, which usually is found along the northern Pacific coast. 

American Black Duck Anas rubripes 

2017-1197 (ES). American Black Ducks appear to winter regularly in small 
numbers in northern Florida. Eliot Schunke videotaped 18 at Mounds Pool 3 at 
St. Marks NWR Lighthouse Unit (Wakulla County: 30.091102, -84.155981) on 11 
December 2016. Checklists with photographs submitted to eBird show some of the 
flock was present through at least 24 January 2017. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016, and one report (2016- 
1149, Alachua County November 2011) was accepted by the FOSRC last year. 
Records on eBird indicate that this species is a rare but regular winter visitor in 
north Florida, but most submissions lack documentation. Greenlaw et al. (2014) 
listed it as an occasional to rare migrant and winter resident in the Panhandle 
and northern peninsula. 

Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus 

2017-1222 (AW). Peg Bruce and Terry Huzarski discovered this male in the Indian 
River in Sebastian (Indian River County) on 10 March 2017. It stayed until 14 
March and was photographed. 

2017-1243 (CS). On 21 May 2017, this male was found at Fernandina Beach 
(Nassau County). The bird stayed through the summer and was still present in 
February 2018. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. Between July 2007 and 
July 2017 eBird lists six occurrences for Florida, including the two above; all but 
one of these were documented. Greenlaw et al. (2014) listed it as an irregular rare 
migrant and winter resident coastally. 
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Common Merganser Mergus merganser 

2017-1244 (BrP). Wendi Greene found this female on 1 March 2017 at Veterans 
Park in Choctawhatchee Bay (Okaloosa County). It was seen and photographed 
until 26 March 2017. 

This is the ninth Common Merganser accepted by the FOSRC; eight of 
these have been since 2009 and the ninth was an “old” undated specimen from 
Pasco County. It has been found mostly on the Gulf Coast (Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, 
Citrus, Pasco, and Lee counties) and twice along the Atlantic coast (Duval and 
Volusia counties). The increase of occurrence in Florida is in agreement with some 
regional increases in populations in North America (Pearce et al. 2015). 

Least Grebe Tachybaptus dominicus 

2017-1224 (RaD). On 2 April 2017, Chuck Weber found this Least Grebe at the 
Yamato Scrub Natural Area (Palm Beach County). This is the locale of the only 
breeding of this species in Florida, in 2008 (Hasse and Hasse 2009). The bird was 
seen until 13 June 2017. 

The Least Grebe is a casual visitor to south Florida (Greenlaw et al. 2014) 
with only two records, one in October 1988 in Monroe County (Greenlaw et al. 2014; 
never submitted to the FOSRC), and the 2008 Palm Beach nest record (above), 
along with one FOSRC accepted sight report (March 1990, Collier County). 

Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 

2017-1192 (BPr). Bill Pranty discovered and photographed this bird at Hudson 
Beach Park (Pasco County) on 13 November 2016. The grebe stayed until 28 
November. 

Including this Pasco County bird, the FOSRC has accepted four records 
(December 2000 from Santa Rosa, probably different birds December 2012 and 
January 2013 from Leon County, and the above from Pasco County); three sight 
reports have also been accepted (January 2001 from Santa Rosa, February 2008 
from Escambia, and March 2013 from Volusia). 

Inca Dove Columbina inca 

2017-1240 (BD). Bob Duncan found this bird in the Peake’s Point gated community 
in Gulf Breeze (Santa Rosa County) on 9 May 2017. It was observed through 13 May. 
2017-1248 (JB). James Brady discovered and photographed this dove in a backyard 
in Pensacola (Escambia County) on 3 June 2017. 

Inca Dove populations are spreading in southeastern North America. The 
first Inca Dove in Florida was photographed in September 2011 in Franklin 
County (Greenlaw et al. 2014). Three additional records in north Florida have 
been accepted since: one photographed in October 2011 in Santa Rosa County, one 
photographed in February 2012 in Duval County, and one photographed in May 
2015 in Escambia County. 

Key West Quail-Dove Geotrygon chrysia 

2017-1230 (CL). This long-staying Caribbean stray was found by Joel Wilcox on 27 
September 2014 and entertained 100s of birders until 26 March 2015 in Long Key 
State Park (Monroe County). It was joined in December by a second bird. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. The only other occurrence 
listed on eBird in Florida between 2007 and 2017 was a well-documented bird 
at the Deering Estate (Miami-Dade County) from December 2014-January 2015. 
The species was likely fairly common in Audubon’s time but was rare by the late 
1800s (Howell 1932). There were a few records in the 1960s and 70s (Stevenson 
and Anderson 1994) that have not been assessed by the FOSRC. 
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Vaux’s Swift Chaetura vauxi 

2017-1229. For the second consecutive winter, a flock of Vaux’s Swifts roosted nightly 
in a chimney at Dauer Hall on the University of Florida campus in Gainesville 
(Alachua County). The five birds were also occasionally seen during the day in south 
Gainesville, especially at Sweetwater Wetlands. These birds were less vocal than 
the larger flock (16) last winter, and they were not audio recorded, but the pale 
throat and rump and the calls heard were consistent with Vaux’s. They were first 
found on 9 December 2016 and were last observed 9 March 2017. Incoming Chimney 
Swifts in mid-March probably make attribution more difficult after this date. 

Previous records include the 2016 flock at the same locale, six that were 
recorded in Gainesville in 1993 (Webber and Collins 1993), and a single bird in 
Apalachicola (Franklin County) that was captured and measured in January 1996 
and December 1997 (McNair and Lewis 1997, 1998). The latter locale had a flock 
of as many as 49 birds the previous winter (November 1994 to 21 April 1995); 
audio recordings from this flock were also positively identified as Vaux’s (McNair 
and Lewis 1997). 

Bahama Woodstar Calliphlox evelynae 

2017-1241 (JE). On 14 May 2017, Mitchell Harris found and photographed this 
female, the first in Florida since the 1980s, at Maritime Hammock Sanctuary 
(Brevard County). It stayed three days and was widely seen and photographed. 

There have only been four previous records for this hummingbird for Florida, 
otherwise endemic to the Bahamas, and none recent: September 1971 in Palm 
Beach County, April 1974 in Miami-Dade County, and another there in July 
1981. A specimen from January 1961 from Miami-Dade has apparently been lost 
(Greenlaw et al. 2014). The only other ABA-area record is a supremely strange one 
from Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in April 2013 (Brinkley 2014). 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponicus 

2017-1182 (SO). On 16 October 2016 a Bar-tailed Godwit was found at Fred 
Howard Park in Tarpon Springs (Pinellas County). It was first found by Steve 
Reardon and was seen and photographed by many during its stay until 21 October. 
The white unbarred rump can be seen in some online images (eBird) indicating 
the European subspecies ( L. 1. lapponicus). A Bar-tailed Godwit, also of the race 
lapponicus, wintered at this locality in 2013-14 (Greenlaw 2016). 

The FOSRC has previously accepted six submissions of Bar-tailed Godwit, 
three records (Pinellas in September 1985 to January 1986 and winter 2013-14, 
Monroe March-April 2010) and three sight reports (Franklin April 1984, Monroe 
February 2012, Wakulla March 2014). An undated bird from Lee County in 2008, 
referred to the east Asian race (L. 1. baueri) with a barred rump (Greenlaw et al. 
2014), has not been submitted to the FOSRC. An earlier record (Brevard County 
October 1970 to April 1971; Stevenson and Anderson 1994) has also not been 
evaluated by the FOSRC. 

Hudsonian Godwit Limosa haemastica 

2017-1246 (AY). On 22 May 2017 a Hudsonian Godwit was found by Matt 
Johnstone at Tower Pond at St. Marks NWR (Wakulla County). The bird was seen 
and photographed the following day as well. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. In the ten-year period 
up to this meeting (2007-2017), eBird lists eight occurrences, four records (St. 
Johns County in June 2016, and three from Wakulla County: September 2011, 
May 2015, and the above) and four sight reports (September 2011 and August 
2012 in Palm Beach County, September 2010 in St. Johns County, and August 
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2011 in Duval County). Greenlaw et al. (2014) list it as a very rare to uncommon 
transient. From recent records (1-2 per year at most) it seems better categorized 
as “very rare” to “rare.” 

Ruff Calidris pugnax 

2017-1234 (MBr, MW). Rex Rowan and Matthew Bruce found this male, largely in 
stunning breeding plumage, on 21 April 2017 at Newnans Lake (Alachua County). 
It was observed and photographed by many until 27 April. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. Three records were 
accepted last year (Kratter 2018). Over the 10 years prior to 2016, eBird lists six 
records for Florida and five reports. Greenlaw et al. (2014) list it as a regular rare 
migrant and winter visitor. 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata 

2017-1186 (CP). Chris Payne discovered this bird, Florida’s second record, on 16 
September 2016 at Curry Hammock State Park (Monroe County). He was able 
to get some blurry yet diagnostic photographs. Attempts to find the bird again, 
however, were not successful. 

The only other Sharp-tailed Sandpipers found in Florida were one collected in 
Miami-Dade in October 1967 (Ogden 1968), and two represented by sight reports, 
one from Orange County in August 1973 (Greenlaw et al. 2014, not assessed by the 
FOSRC); and one in Leon County in September 1995 (FOSRC 96-354; Bowman 
2000). The species breeds in the Russian Arctic, and winters largely in Australia, 
southeast Asia, India, and islands in the south Pacific Ocean. It is regular on the 
Pacific coast of North America, but very rare in eastern North America. 

Long-tailed Jaeger Stercorarius longicaudus 

2017-1172 (RT). This after-hatch-year bird was spotted and photographed on a pelagic 
trip, about 20 miles off Elliott Key (Miami-Dade County) on 20 September 2015. 
2017-1178 (RT). This intermediate-morph juvenile was well photographed during 
a pelagic trip, about 10 miles off Elliot Key (Miami-Dade County: 25° 19’ 36.4” N, 
80° 01’ 13.8” W) on 18 September 2016. 

2017-1195 (AKr). This beached jaeger was found by D. Plessis at Dania Beach 
(Broward County) on 16 October 2016. It was taken to the South Florida Wildlife 
Center where it died 18 October. The specimen was donated to the FLMNH, 
photographed, and then prepared as a complete skeleton (UF 51630). 

2017-1196 (AKr). This emaciated jaeger was found by a fisherman offshore of 
Marathon (Monroe County) on 8 September 2016. It was taken to the Marathon Wild 
Bird Center where it died the next day. The specimen was donated to the FLMNH 
and prepared as a round skin, spread wing, and partial skeleton (UF 51627). 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. In the ten years prior to 
adding it to the Review List, eBird lists four records for Florida and six reports; all 
are from the Atlantic coast. An additional record, from September 2015 in Volusia 
County, was accepted in 2016. Greenlaw et al. (2014) listed it as a very rare to rare 
transient and apparent winter visitor. The influx did not change the usual pattern 
of occurrence, as about one per year has again been the norm. 

Razorbill Alca torda 

2017-1187 (DS). David Simpson was photographing birds from the Indian River 
County side of St. Sebastian Inlet State Park when a Razorbill swam by on 20 
October 2016. 

For most of the past ten years, Florida has averaged about 1 Razorbill record 
per year (FOSRC records). Most of these were birds that washed up on beaches 
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and were brought to wildlife rehabilitation hospitals on the north Atlantic coast 
south to Brevard County. However, the winter of 2012-13 saw a huge influx likely 
involving 1000s of these alcids, with many birds reaching the Gulf coast, all the 
way northwest to Pensacola, with one bird making it to Louisiana. 

Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 

2017-1165 (WM). Wendy Meehan discovered this first-winter bird on 4 February 
2013 at the south end of the Skyway Bridge (Manatee County). It was present 
until 29 March 2013 and seen and photographed by many birders in both Manatee 
and Pinellas counties. 

2017-1185 (KM). A first-winter bird was found by Marcello Gomes at Boynton 
Beach Inlet (Palm Beach County) on 12 November 2016 and was seen until 16 
December. Two birds were seen at the nearby Lake Worth Pier during this period. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. In the ten-year period 
prior to our 2017 meeting, eBird lists seven documented records and eight sight 
reports, including the two above. These 15 occurrences are along the Florida 
Peninsula on both the Gulf coast (four) and Atlantic coast (eleven). Greenlaw et 
al. (2014) considered it a rare migrant and winter resident. 

Sabine’s Gull Xema sabini 

2017-1179 (AK). This bird was seen briefly by a handful of observers about three miles 
offshore on a pelagic trip out of Ponce Inlet (Volusia County) on 25 September 2016. It 
was not photographed, but the distinctive dorsal wing pattern was well seen. 
2017-1190 (DE). This juvenile was well described from an observation at Boynton 
Beach Inlet (Palm Beach County) on 23 October 2016 by David Essian. 

2017-1198 (TL). This first-cycle bird was found by Avery Chan at Sebastian Inlet 
State Park (Brevard and Indian River counties) on 22 December 2016. It was 
present and photographed on both sides of the inlet until 30 December. 

2017-1257 (MO). On 24 June 2017, Mike Ostrowski found and photographed an 
aseasonal Sabine’s Hull at Siesta Kay (Sarasota County). 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. In the ten-year period prior 
to this meeting, eBird lists two documented records (both above) and ten sight 
reports, including the two above. Greenlaw et al. (2014) considered it an irregular, 
rare fall and occasional spring visitor. It also appears to be an occasional winter 
visitor, as the Brevard/Indian River county bird above and two sight reports in 
January from Volusia County (eBird) indicate, and an occasional summer visitor, 
as the Sarasota record above indicates. 

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 

2017-1252 (MBr). This first-cycle bird, found and photographed by Michael 
Brothers, was present from 18-22 December 2016 at Daytona Beach Shores 
(Volusia County). 

This species is a very rare winter transient and winter visitor to the state 
(Greenlaw et al. 2014). The FOSRC has accepted 11 previous records and one 
sight report, all but one from the coasts and lakes on the Florida peninsula. 

“Vega” Herring Gull Larus argentatus vegae 

2017-1256 (MBr). Michael Brothers found and photographed Florida’s second 
record of Vega Herring Gull, the subtly distinctive eastern Asian subspecies of 
this circumboreal gull species, at Daytona Beach, just south of the Silver Beach 
Avenue ramp, on 23 February 2017. Noteworthy, in comparison to nearby adult 
North American Herring Gulls (L. a. smithsonianus), were the dark mantle 
color and dark irides, coupled with the large mirror on P10 and smaller mirror 
of P9, extensive string-of-pearls look in outer primaries caused by white tongue 
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tips to P5, 6, 7, and 8, reddish orbital ring, and the pink legs, all consistent with 
vegae (Howell and Dunn 2007). Some taxonomic authorities split vegae (and 
smithsonianus ) from argentatus. 

The only other Florida record for this subspecies was an adult photographed 
at Daytona Beach Shores on 12 January 2009 (FOSRC 2009-761: Kratter 2010). 
This taxon breeds in eastern Siberia and winters along the northwest Pacific 
south to Japan. It is regular in western Alaska, but extremely rare elsewhere in 
North America. 

Elegant Tern Thalasseus elegans 

2017-1188 (CH). Siesta Key (Sarasota County) continued to produce good records 
of rare terns in fall 2016. Claire Herzog found an Elegant Tern there on 17 
November 2016. 

The FOSRC has previously accepted eight submissions of Elegant Terns in 
Florida; seven of these were clustered on the Gulf Coast between Pinellas and Lee 
counties; the exception was in the Florida Keys (April 2015 at Pigeon Key, Monroe 
County). 

Red-billed Tropicbird Phaethon aethereus 

2017-1239 (BD, LD). What was certainly Florida’s most observed and photogenic 
Red-billed Tropicbird, this adult visited Shoreline Park on Escambia Bay 
(Escambia County) from 24 March-13 June 2017. 

2017-1253 (TP). Troy Ploger, on a boat 30 miles west of Pass-A-Grille (Pinellas 
County) photographed this adult on 20 June 2015. 

The FOSRC has now accepted 16 submissions, nine from the Atlantic, three 
from the Florida Keys, and three from the Gulf of Mexico. Two earlier specimen 
records have not been evaluated. 

Pacific Loon Gavia pacifica 

2017-1238 (JD). Perry Doggrell found a Pacific Loon off Ft. Pickens (Escambia 
County) on 21 March 2017. Up to three were seen there by many and photographed 
until they departed on 18 April 2017. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. In the 10 years prior 
to our 2017 meeting, eBird lists 18 or so occurrences for Florida; 11 of these 
were in Escambia County; the others were in Okaloosa (two), Franklin, Alachua 
(two), Levy, Brevard, and Martin. Only five of the eighteen were documented by 
photographs; the others were sight reports. No submissions to the FOSRC were 
received in 2016. Greenlaw et al. (2014) listed it as a very rare winter visitor. 

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 

2017-1228 (AKr). Michael Brothers found this specimen dead on the beach at 
Daytona Beach Shores (Volusia County) on 29 October 2016. The specimen was 
donated to the FLMNH, where it was photographed and then prepared as a 
complete skeleton (UF 51906). 

The FOSRC has now accepted 15 submissions, 14 from the Florida’s Atlantic 
coast (Nassau south to Miami-Dade County), and one from the western Panhandle. 
Five earlier specimens (Stevenson and Anderson 1994) have not been assessed by 
the FOSRC. Greenlaw et al. (2014) considered it a rare winter visitor. 

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

2017-1167 (WM). This bird was found by Wendy Meehan on 13 January 2016 
at Carillon Lake (Pinellas County). It was seen by others that day, but not 
subsequently. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. Of the 13 reports and 
records in the past 10 years that eBird lists for Florida, ten have photographic 
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documentation. One of these (8 April 2017 in Pasco County) was during the period 
of this report but was not submitted. 

Red-footed Booby Sula sula 

2017-1171 (LM, RT). This juvenile bird was found and photographed sitting at 
Pacific Lighthouse (Miami-Dade County), about three miles offshore of Elliott 
Key, during a pelagic trip on 1 November 2013. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. In the 10 years prior to 
that, eBird lists seven records for Florida and 11 reports; most are from the Dry 
Tortugas and Miami-Dade County. A June 2016 specimen from Pinellas County 
was accepted by the FOSRC last year (Kratter 2018). Greenlaw et al. (2014) listed 
it as an irregular rare visitor. 

Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasiliensis 

2016- 1129. (RoD) This bird was found and photographed by Robin Diaz on 25 April 
2016, on Boca Chita Road between the mainland and Key Largo (Monroe County). At 
our 2016 meeting, concerns were expressed that the shape of the scapulars may be 
indicative of a hybrid origin. Neotropical Cormorants and Double-crested Cormorants 
(P auritus ) form mixed breeding pairs in Palm Beach County (Greenlaw 2015). We 
voted to table the submission and consult with Mark Berney, who knows hybrids 
as well as anyone. At our 2017 meeting (with Berney now on the Committee) we 
considered the scapular shape within the range showed by pure Neotropic. 

The Neotropic Cormorant was first found in Florida in April 2007 (FOSRC 
#2007-672; Greenlaw and Kratter 2007). In January 2012 it was found breeding 
at Wakodahatchee Wetlands and multiple individuals have nested there since. 
Some of the 25 records accepted by the FOSRC represent the same individuals 
returning to breed there (see Kratter 2018). 

“Cuban” American Kestrel Falco sparverius sparverius 

2017- 1213 (RaD). Rangel Diaz discovered and photographed this distinctive 
subspecies of American Kestrel at South Beach in Crandon Park (Miami-Dade 
County) on 14 January 2017. 

The Cuban subspecies of American Kestrel is common on Cuba, the Isle of 
Youth, and in the southern Bahamas. Although Bailey (1925) asserted that this 
subspecies was a vagrant to the Florida Keys, no specimens have been located 
(Greenlaw et al. 2014). Greenlaw et al. (2014) listed four previous sight reports 
that lacked verifiable evidence. 

Cuban Pewee Contopus caribaeus 

2017-1225 (SR). Shane Runyon and Nicola Salino discovered and photographed 
this Caribbean stray on 8 April 2017 in Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park. It was 
not seen afterwards. 

2017-1250 (SR). Shane Runyon also found this pewee; this one at Pine Tree Park 
(Miami-Dade County) on 5 May 2017. It could not be relocated. 

There have been only five previous Cuban Pewees accepted by the FOSRC: 
a bird photographed in March 1995 in Palm Beach County, a sight report from 
Monroe County in February 2001, a bird audio-recorded in Palm Beach County 
in November 1999, one audio-recorded and photographed in Miami-Dade County 
in September 2010, and another photographed in Miami-Dade County in March 
2016. The species is resident in the Bahamas and on Cuba. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Empidonax flaviventris 

2017-1221 (RaD). Tom Auer found this interesting Empidonax on 8 March 2017 
at the Deering Estate, 16701 SW 72nd Avenue in Miami (Miami-Dade County). 
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Subsequent photographs and audio recordings taken over the next two days 
indicated that it was a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher. This was likely a wintering 
individual, as northbound migrants are not expected until mid-April. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. Over the past 10 years, 
eBird lists many occurrences for Florida, but fewer than 20 were documented, and 
even documented records can be quite difficult to assess (see below). In particular, 
identification of silent migrant birds can be treacherous. Greenlaw et al. (2014) 
listed it as a very rare to uncommon transient. 

Alder Flycatcher Empidonax alnorum 

2017-1174 (JO, ES). Jeff O’Connell found and audio-recorded this bird on 12 
September 2016 at Faulk Drive Landing (Leon County). It was photographed the 
following day. 

2017-1199 (RoD). 24 August 2016. 

2017-1200 (RoD). 5 September 2016. 

2017-1202 (RoD). 18 September 2016. 

2017-1203 (RoD). 26 September 2016. 

2017-1204 (RoD). 26 September 2016. 

2017-1205 (RoD). 10 October 2016. 

2017-1206 (RoD). 16 September 2016. 

During the fall of 2016, banders at the Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park 
banding station in Key Biscayne (Miami-Dade County) captured eight Empidonax 
flycatchers that measured out as Alder Flycatchers. One of these (2017-1201, see 
below) was determined to be within a zone of overlap in some measures between 
Alder and Willow flycatchers. 

Although Alder Flycatchers are regular migrants through Florida in the fall 
(Greenlaw et al. 2014, eBird records), the FOSRC has kept the species on the 
Review List because of difficulties of distinguishing it from others in the genus 
Empidonax, especially the more uncommon Willow Flycatcher (see below). The 
FOSRC has now accepted 19 submissions, one from spring and 18 from fall, since 
it began to solicit submissions of this species in 2008. 

“Traill’s” Flycatcher Empidonax alnorum / traillii 

2017-1201. Among the Empidonax flycatchers banded at the Bill Baggs Cape Florida 
State Park, Cape Florida banding station (Miami-Dade County) in fall 2016, was one 
on 5 September for which some measurements fell very near the range of overlap 
between Willow Flycatcher (E. traillii ) and Alder Flycatcher, but other measurements 
indicated Alder. The initial vote (4 accept/3 not to accept) was not conclusive. We 
agreed to vote on it as a “Traill’s” Flycatcher, the old name for the species group before 
Willow and Alder Flycatcher were split, and that vote was accepted. 

Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii 

2017-1175 (SR). This bird was found and audio recorded by Shane Runyon and 
Nicola Salino on 4 September 2016 at Canal L-31W outside Everglades National 
Park (Miami-Dade County; 25.415626, -80.573632). 

Judging by the frequency of documented records on eBird, the Willow 
Flycatcher appears to be less common than Alder Flycatcher in Florida. The 
FOSRC has accepted five previous submissions (one spring, one mid-June, three 
fall) since it began to solicit submissions of this species in 2008. 

Say’s Phoebe Sayornis saya 

2017-1169 (WM). Dotty Robbins found this bird along 4 Mile Grade Road in De 
Soto County on 20 October 2013. It stayed the winter, last seen on 13 March 2014. 
2017-1180 (AZ). Adam Zions found and photographed this bird on 1 October 2016 
at the Cedar Key Airport (Levy County). It was not seen subsequently. 
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This species was removed from the Review List in 2013 (Greenlaw 2015). It 
was returned to the Review List in 2016 when criteria for the List were changed 
(Kratter 2018). Through 2013 the Committee accepted a total of 17 submissions 
for this species in Florida. Thirteen of these were photographic records. The first 
record in Florida was a wintering bird that was discovered and photographed in 
Orange County, in November 1975 (Greenlaw et al. 2014). 

LaSagra’s Flycatcher Myiarchus sagrae 

2017-1189 (RoD). Robin Diaz found and photographed this Caribbean stray on 
19 November 2016 at Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park (Miami-Dade County). 
2017-1233 (NH). On 21 April 2017, Noah Frade found and photographed this 
vagrant flycatcher at Long Key State Park (Monroe County). It was also present 
the following day. 

This species, found in the Bahamas and on Cuba, was added to the Review 
List in 2016. Over the ten-year period (2007-2017) prior to this meeting, eBird 
lists 27 occurrences in Florida (21 with photographs or video, including the two 
above) and six sight reports with details. Although this rate of occurrence is 
slightly higher than the criteria for removal from the Review List, the Committee 
feels that it is important to keep vagrants from the West Indies, such as LaSagra’s 
Flycatcher, on the Review List, especially because Florida is the only state where 
they are found in the ABA Area. 

Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher Myiodynastes luteiventris 

2017-1183 (RoD). On 13 October 2016, Erich Boenzli found this flycatcher at A. 
D. “Doug” Barnes County Park (Miami-Dade County). He called Robin Diaz and 
gave her a detailed description of a Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher. The bird, however, 
was not found again. 

This is the 15th submission of this species accepted by the FOSRC. All occurred 
between mid-September and mid-November. This highly migratory species breeds 
from the mountains of Arizona and New Mexico south through Mexico to northern 
Central America, and winters in southern Central and South America. 

Tropical/Couch’s Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus /couchii 

2017-1245 (KC). Kevin Christman found and photographed this kingbird at Buck 
Beach on Tyndall Air Force Base (Bay County) on 21 May 2017. Based on the 
vocalizations he heard, he submitted this as a Couch’s Kingbird, for which Florida 
has no documented records. Unfortunately he did not audio-record the bird, and 
without recorded vocalizations or a detailed look at the wing formula, separating 
Couch’s Kingbird from Tropical is nearly impossible. The largish bill visible in the 
photographs make Tropical Kingbird more likely. The Committee accepted it as a 
Tropical/Couch’s Kingbird. 

The FOSRC removed Couch’s Kingbird when the Committee adopted Robertson 
and Woolfenden (1994) as its base-line list. The two earlier FOSRC-accepted reports 
for Florida (March 1986, Palm Beach County, and May 1987, Wakulla County) 
did not provide audio of the birds and thus did not have verifiable documentation 
(Robertson and Woolfenden 1994). The Tropical Kingbird has increased steadily in 
recent decades in Florida (Pranty et al. 2016) and have even bred, forming hybrid 
pairs with Gray Kingbirds, T. dominicensis (Wilson et al. 2015). The species was 
removed from the Review List in Official List in the 23rd report (Greenlaw 2015). 

Loggerhead Kingbird Tyrannus caudifasciatus 

2017-1226 (LM). Larry Manfredi found this Loggerhead Kingbird, the fourth 
recorded in the state, on 9 April 2017 in a rural part of Hialeah (Miami-Dade 
County). Despite much searching, the bird could not be relocated. 
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The previous three records, all from Monroe County, include a bird at Key 
West in March 2007, one in the Dry Tortugas in March 2008, and another in 
Key West in April 2009. Records prior to 2007 were re-evaluated and considered 
unverifiable (Smith et al. 2000, Bowman and Greenlaw 2006). The species is 
resident in the Bahamas and the Greater Antilles. 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher Tyrannus sauana 

2017-1231 (AA, MA). Rafael Galvez found this bird on 23 April 2017 in Crandon 
Park, Miami (Miami-Dade County). Present only one day, it was photographed. 
2017-1258 (WB). Wes Biggs found and photographed this immature on 16 May 
2017 at Levee Park in Clewiston (Hendry County). It stayed until 24 May. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. Last year, three birds 
were accepted by the FOSRC. Over the past 10 years, eBird lists thirteen records 
for Florida (including those above) and six reports. Greenlaw et al. (2014) list it as 
an “almost regular, very rare visitor.” Records are scattered from throughout the 
year, but seven of the 19 recent Florida records are from April. 

Thick-billed Vireo Vireo crassirostris 

2017-1194 (DO). This vireo was present from 30 November to 3 December 2016 at 
Bill Baggs Cape Florida State Park (Miami-Dade County). It was first found and 
photographed by Dan O’Malley. 

This is the 16th Thick-billed Vireo accepted by the FOSRC. All except one 
have been in the four southeast Florida counties (Palm Beach 1, Broward 4, 
Miami-Dade 8, and Monroe 3); the exception was one in Pinellas County. Dates 
of occurrence are from August to May. This Caribbean species is resident in the 
Bahamas, Turks and Caicos, Cuba, and the Cayman Islands. 

Cuban Vireo Vireo gundlachii 

2017-1235 (MBu). On 29 April 2017, Mark Burns found and photographed 
Florida’s second Cuban Vireo, just one year after the first, at the Kawama Yacht 
Club, 1500 Ocean Bay Drive, on Key Largo (Monroe County). It was not seen 
afterwards. The four images show a compact vireo with even creamy yellowish 
underparts, yellowish lores, pale yellow spots behind the large pale eyes, a thick, 
long, pale bill, and thin whitish wingbars. 

The Cuban Vireo is a common resident throughout most of Cuba (Garrido and 
Kirkconnell 2000), but had only once before been recorded away from Cuba; a bird 
at Key West (Monroe County) 19-24 April 2016 (Pyle et al. 2017, Kratter 2018). 

Bahama Mockingbird Mimus gundlachii 

2017-1166 (WM). This bird was discovered 15 May 2014 by Calvin Ruttman at 
Leffis Key (Manatee County) and was photographed by many during its stay until 
20 May. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. Two Bahama Mockingbird 
submissions were accepted in 2017. Over the 10 years prior to 2016, eBird has 11 
documented occurrences (including this record) and 5 sight reports for Florida. 
Although eBird lists five different Bahama Mockingbirds reported in Florida 
during the period of this report (August 2016-July 2017), none of these were 
submitted to the FOSRC. Greenlaw et al. (2014) listed it as a nearly regular, very 
rare to rare visitor. Most records are from the southeastern coast and Keys, but 
the species has been found as far north as Brevard County on the Atlantic coast, 
and Pinellas County on the Gulf of Mexico. The species is found in the Bahamas 
and scattered in the Great Antilles, usually on the immediate coast or on smaller 
islands peripheral to the main islands. 


Twenty-seventh FOSRC Report 


109 


Smith’s Longspur Calcarius pictus 

2017-1219. Monte Stickel discovered the first Smith’s Longspur ever recorded in 
Florida on 24 December 2016 at the Flamingo Campground in Everglades National 
Park (Monroe County). Despite much effort, the bird was not relocated subsequently. 
The photographs show a winter-plumaged longspur that is huffy below with fine 
streaks, a bold black outline to the auriculars, and greater wing-coverts narrowly 
edged in rufous. The similar Lapland Longspur is white below, with greater wing- 
coverts broadly edged in rufous, producing a rufous wing panel at rest. 

Smith’s Longspurs are uncommon to rare breeders in the tundra from central 
Alaska east to Hudson Bay, Quebec. They winter in the plains of the central United 
States (southern Iowa, western Illinois, Missouri, Arkansas, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
north Texas, and northwestern Louisiana). The occurrence closest to Florida was a 
vagrant bird in Macon County, Georgia, in December 2007-January 2008 (eBird). The 
Atlantic states from South Carolina north have had a sprinkling of vagrant records. 

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 

2017-1168 (WM). One was photographed 30 December 2013 at the Alimacani Boat 
Ramp (Duval County). A flock of up to four birds was found by Shelly Beville on 13 
December at nearby Huguenot County Park and many observed and photographed 
it until 3 March 2014. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016 with changes in the criteria 
for inclusion on the list (Kratter 2018). In the ten years prior to this year’s meeting, 
eBird lists six occurrences in Florida, five on the northeast Atlantic Coast (Duval, 
St Johns, Flagler, and Brevard counties), and one in the Panhandle (Bay County). 
Greenlaw et al. (2014) listed it as an irregular, rare, winter visitor to Florida. 

American Tree Sparrow Spizelloides arborea 

2017-1255 (AKe). Adam Kent found and photographed Florida’s third documented 
American Tree Sparrow on the very late date of 27 May 2017 at the very southern 
locality of Flamingo, Everglades National Park (Monroe County). 

The records previously accepted by the FOSRC were one photographed April 
1998 from Wakulla County (Bowman 2000), and one October 2003 from Escambia 
County (Bowman 2005). Greenlaw et al. (2014) listed another photographed 
bird from Brevard County in April 2012, but this has not been submitted to the 
FOSRC. The species regularly winters much farther to the north (in the east, 
south to Missouri, northern Kentucky, West Virginia, and northern Virginia) with 
occasional birds farther south. 

Harris’s Sparrow Zonotrichia querula 

2017-1212 (MG). The late Murray Gardler found and photographed this bird on 4 
January 2017 on Kettering Road, 0.25 mi N Power Line Road (Hernando County); 
it stayed and was observed and photographed by many until 26 January. 

The FOSRC has previously accepted seven submissions, two sight reports 
(Escambia and Okaloosa counties), and five photographed (Okaloosa, Alachua, 
Volusia, Seminole, and Hendry counties). Three earlier photographed birds (in 
Orange, Brevard, Alachua counties) and a few sight reports (Stevenson and 
Anderson 1994) have not been assessed by the FOSRC. 

Western Spindalis Spindalis zena 

2017-1191 (RaD). On 19 November 2016, Rangel Diaz photographed this male at 
the Charles Deering Estate (Miami-Dade County). It stayed until 1 December. 
2017-1210 (SR). Shane Runyon found and photographed this female at Crandon 
Park (Miami-Dade County) on 5 January 2017. It was present until 7 February. 


110 


FLORIDA FIELD NATURALIST 


2017-1254 (SZ). A male was found on 7 May at Lantana Nature Preserve (Palm 
Beach County) and stayed until 11 May. It was photographed by Suzanne 
Zuckerman. A female was also found there on 7 May by Kenny Miller (eBird), but 
was not submitted to the FOSRC. 

Although the period for this report (August 2016-July 2017) had 15 different 
Western Spindalis reported in Florida (eBird), only three of these were submitted 
to the FOSRC. This species, resident in the Bahamas and Cuba, was added to the 
Review List in 2016. One record was accepted last year by the FOSRC. Greenlaw 
et al. (2014) listed it as a regular visitor, with one breeding record (summer 2009 
in Miami-Dade County). In the ten years prior to 2016, of the 23 or so shown on 
eBird, 11 were documented by photographs. All records are from southeast Florida 
and the Keys. 

Kirtland’s Warbler Setophaga kirtlandii 

2017-1216 (RaD). On 11 February 2017, Cara Borre discovered what is likely the 
first Kirtland’s Warbler ever to winter in the United States, at Bill Baggs Cape 
Florida State Park (Miami-Dade County). The bird was seen occasionally until 17 
February and was photographed on 15 February by Rangel Diaz. 

2017-1237 (CF). Christopher Ferro found and photographed this rare migrant on 
8 May 2017 at Maritime Hammock Sanctuary (Brevard County). It could not be 
relocated. 

These two records of Kirtland’s Warbler bump the total to 13 accepted by the 
FOSRC. A specimen from Palm Beach County in April 1896 has not been assessed by 
the Committee (Greenlaw et al. 2014). Of these 14 verified or accepted occurrences, 
11 are from the spring (19 April-10 May) two are from the fall (16 and 20 October), 
and the Miami-Dade bird above is the only winter record. This species breeds in the 
upper Midwest (mainly Michigan) and winters mainly in the Bahamas. 

Black-throated Gray Warbler Setophaga nigrescens 

2017-1184 (ASJ). Alan Seelye-James found and photographed this male on 25 
October 2016 at Evergreen Cemetery (Broward County). It stayed the entire 
winter, last seen on 4 March 2017. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. A 2014 submission was 
accepted last year (Kratter 2018). Although Greenlaw et al. (2014) stated that 
there were nearly 100 records or reports of this species for Florida, numbers over 
the last decade indicate that the species has sharply declined in frequency in 
Florida. 

Bananaquit Coereba flaveola 

2017-1170 (DM). This bird was found and photographed by Dan O’Malley at John 
D. MacArthur Beach State Park, (Palm Beach County) on 29 November 2014. 
2017-1209 (RG). This bird was found on 31 December 2016 at the Richardson 
Historic Park and Nature Preserve in Wilton Manor (Broward County). It was 
seen by many and photographed during its stay until 14 February 2017. 
2017-1223 (MD). Martin Dellwo found and photographed this Bananaquit on 9 
March 2017 on a suburban street in Hollywood (Broward County). It was also 
seen the following day. 

2017-1232 (MV). Shane Runyon found this Bananaquit at North Shore Open 
Space Park (Miami-Dade County). The bird stayed until 22 March and was 
photographed by many. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. Greenlaw et al. (2014) 
listed it as an irregular, casual to very rare winter visitor. In the ten years prior to 
2016, all of the six records on eBird were documented by photographs. All Florida 
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records are from southeast Florida and the Keys. Although the period for this 
report (August 2016-July 2017) had seven different Bananaquits reported in 
Florida (eBird), only three of these were submitted to the FOSRC. 

Submissions Not Accepted 

Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 

2017-1215. This bird was observed on Hutchinson Island in Stuart Beach on 12 
January 2017. The bird was described as being quite far away on choppy seas. 
The feet are described and the bill was said to have a yellowish base, but the 
description lacks key plumage details, such as pale cheeks. The Committee felt 
that the details were too vague to make a diagnostic identification. 

Black Swift Cypseloides niger 

2017-1242. Black Swift has never been documented from Florida, although there 
was a sight report in 1966 that was not accepted (Robertson and Woolfenden 1994, 
Greenlaw et al. 2014). This swift was observed 29 April 2017 in Little Hamaca 
City Park in Key West (Monroe County). It was not photographed and the bird 
was not seen with other birds for comparison of size and flight behavior. Other 
potential vagrants that are also largely dark (e.g., Common Swift Apus apus, 
Chestnut-collared Swift Streptoprocne rutilus ) were not considered. 

Black Swifts breed sparingly in the mountains of western North America 
south to Costa Rica, with populations also in the Greater and Lesser Antilles. 
There are documented records from May 2009 in Ontario and August 2011 in New 
Jersey (eBird); a sight report from Alabama (Kittle et al. 2007) was accepted by 
the Alabama Bird Records Committee (McConnell 2009). 

Long-tailed Jaeger Stercorarius longicaudus 

2017-1247. On 27 May 2017, this subadult jaeger was spotted and photographed 
off Lee County in the Gulf of Mexico (26° 15’ 40.2” N, 82° 58’ 05.2” W). The images 
show a slight light-morph jaeger with a somewhat small bill, and apparently two 
outer primaries with prominent white shafts. However, it appears that the outer 
primary and primary 7 are in sheath and not grown in. The amount of white on 
the underside of the primaries and the bill size is beyond typical for Long-tailed, 
and the Committee felt that it could possibly be a Parasitic Jaeger ( S. parasiticus). 

Yellow-billed Loon Gavia adamsii 

2017-1211. The Yellow-billed Loon has not been previously documented in Florida, 
although a bird in Brevard County in December 2010 (FOSRC #2011-830) may 
have been this species, but the images were not diagnostic (Kratter 2012). On 9 
January 2017, this loon was photographed at Bottoms Road in Panacea (Wakulla 
County). The Committee felt that the two images were not of high enough quality 
to eliminate Common Loon (G. immer). The bill does appear yellowish, but 
Common Loons’ bills can look yellowish in certain light. The dark pattern on the 
head, neck, and breast is more similar to that of Common Loon. 

The Yellow-billed Loon is a very rare winter resident across the continental 
United States. A single record from Georgia in February 2014 (<http://eaglecreek4. 
tripod.com/georgiabirdingandnature/idl65.html>) is the only record from south of 
Tennessee in the southeastern United States. 

Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus 

2017-1214. This bird was photographed at Stormwater Treatment Area 5/6 
(Hendry County) on 14 January 2017. Although the bird shows a pale area 
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posterior to the gular area, the Committee felt that the yellowish lores, a large 
deep bill, rounded scapular edges, and shortish tail are diagnostic for a Double- 
crested Cormorant {P. auritus). Neotropic Cormorant should show a slimmer bill, 
longer tail, more pointed scapular tips, and dark lores. 

Great White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 

2016- 1118. The Great White Pelican has not been previously recorded in Florida 
or the ABA Area. This bird appeared in a flock of American White Pelicans (P. 
erythrorhynchos) at Ding Darling NWR (Lee County) on 28 February-1 March 
2016. It was seen by many and widely photographed. It apparently reappeared 
in February 2017 but this later sighting was not submitted to the FOSRC. The 
2016 photographs show the bird to be larger than the nearby American White 
Pelicans, with a pinkish cast to the plumage, large protruding forehead and eyes, 
and black extending to the innermost secondaries. The Committee agreed that 
the identification was correct, but the provenance of the bird was questioned. 
Populations of Great White Pelican breeding in southeastern Europe are moderate- 
length migrants to sub-Saharan Africa; African populations are nomadic (Elliott 
et al. 2017). The species has occurred as vagrants several times to western Europe, 
many of which are likely wild birds (Jiguet et al. 2008). Given the migratory 
behavior, the history of vagrancy, the lack of any signs of captivity, and pelicans’ 
great ability to fly long distances, the Committee felt that a wild origin was not 
out of the question. However, the bird is also widely kept in captivity. A search of 
zoos and collections in the United States revealed that none had a missing bird. 
Some Great White Pelicans may be kept in private collections and may not be 
banded or reported. They are also kept in zoos outside the United States (e.g., in 
several South American zoos) that were not contacted. Using occurrence records, 
Jiguet et al. (2008) proposed some climatic and environmental conditions under 
which pelican species (Great White, Dalmatian P crispus, and Pink-backed P. 
rufescens ) are likely to turn up naturally as vagrants in western Europe. In 2016, 
the Committee felt it was best to determine if such conditions prevailed preceding 
the occurrence in Lee County before making a vote on the submission. 

At the 2017 meeting, the Committee had the additional 2017 record to 
consider. This individual appeared to have joined a group of American White 
Pelicans and is moving with them throughout the year. Given that it may be 
difficult to identify this bird when it is moving with American White Pelicans, 
it is not implausible that the bird could have been in the wild for several years 
or even more than a decade. This greatly increases the potential geographic and 
temporal windows for which the bird may have escaped from captivity. At the 2017 
meeting, it was also noted that migrant Great White Pelicans in the Middle East 
use favored stops to rest and forage and break up their long journey to eastern 
Europe. Pelicans have high wing-loading and are dependent for long movements 
on thermals rising from terrestrial environments. Given these considerations, 
we felt the bird from Sanibel is just as likely an escape from captivity as a wild 
vagrant from natural populations. 

Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos 

2017- 1217. This raptor was observed but not photographed on 18 February 2017 on 
CR 448 over the Apopka Canal in Lake County. The scant description states that 
it was seen with four Bald Eagles ( Haliaeetus leucocephalus) but was much larger. 
Without a description of plumage, the Committee felt that the submission could not 
be accepted. In addition, Golden Eagles are about the same size as Bald Eagles in 
wing span and length and thus should appear more or less the same size in the field. 
2017-1220. This all-dark raptor was photographed on 9 March 2017 in Burrs 
Wetlands (Brevard County). The images show a dark nape (Golden Eagle has 
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a golden nape), unfeathered tarsi (Golden Eagle has feathered tarsi) and what 
appears to be a large bill (the angle of the photo makes size assessment difficult). 
The Committee felt that this bird was a Bald Eagle. 

2017-1236. This dark raptor with a golden nape was observed but not photographed 
at MacDill Air Force Base (Hillsborough County) on 8 May 2017. In addition 
to the very aseasonal date for a Golden Eagle, the description did not include 
important details of plumage, proportions, or flight style that are important for 
distinguishing Golden Eagle from Bald Eagle. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. Greenlaw et al. (2014) 
considered it a nearly regular, rare migrant and winter visitor in the Panhandle 
and north peninsula, and rare farther south. Prior to 2016, of the nine or so shown 
on eBird, only two were documented by photographs, and those two may have 
been the same individual (October 2011 and January 2012 in Wakulla County). 
Two sight reports at our 2015 and 2016 meetings (Kratter 2018) were also not 
accepted, attesting to how often this species is misidentified. 

Red-naped Sapsucker Sphyrapicus nuchalis 

2017-1227. Red-naped Sapsucker has never been recorded from Florida. Between 
20 November 2016 and 19 February this male sapsucker was observed and 
photographed a few times on State Road 54 at the northwest corner of the Starkey 
Ranch Development (Pasco County). The photos show a red throat that is mostly 
broadly bordered by black, a whitish nape, and pale barring on the back divided 
by a dark central back. The latter character is a better match for Red-naped 
Sapsucker, but the throat and nape are better for Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (S. 
varius). The Committee felt that the bird in the images was best left unidentified 
or was a hybrid of Red-naped and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. 

Red-naped Sapsuckers breed in the Rocky Mountains from British Columbia 
and Alberta south to Arizona and New Mexico; they regularly winter south to 
central Mexico and western Texas. Louisiana has three records (October 1989, 
October 1998, and November 2015) listed on eBird; the species is otherwise not 
known from the southern United States. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Empidonax flaviventris 

2017-1176. This yellowish Empidonax was photographed at the Lake George 
Conservation Area on the north section of Brooks Road (Volusia County). It was 
observed 15-16 September 2016. The images show a smallish bill and roundish 
head, with a distinct eye ring widening at the back. None of the images show 
primary projection, which can be quite useful, especially for differentiating 
the longer-winged Acadian Flycatcher ( E. virescens). Although some of these 
features are characteristic of Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, the huffy wingbars 
are better for Acadian, and the yellowish tone of the throat may be due to 
reflected light. For all Yellow-bellied Flycatcher submissions at this meeting 
the Committee examined images using a corrected, color-balanced monitor 
(Rafael Galvez). 

2017-1177. This Empidonax was present 17-23 September 2016 at Mead Gardens 
(Orange County). The images submitted have stong discoloration and are over 
saturated toward yellow-green. The angle of the images makes it difficult to judge 
primary projection, although it seems to be longer than expected for Yellow-bellied. 
The head shape favors Acadian, with a long bill, a long and sloping forehead, and 
a slight crest. 

2017-1193. This Empidonax was photographed on 9 October at Fort De Soto Park 
(Pinellas County). The wings lack separation between the pale secondary edges 
and the wingbar typical of Yellow-bellied. The primary tips are unevenly spaced, 
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unlike Yellow-bellied. In some images, on the color-corrected monitor (see 2017- 
1176 above) the underparts appear whitish, not yellow enough for Yellow-bellied. 

This species was added to the Review List in 2016. Over the past 10 years, 
eBird lists many occurrences for Florida, but fewer than 20 were documented, 
and as these submissions attest, even documented records can be quite difficult to 
assess. Field identification of silent migrant birds is often impossible. Greenlaw et 
al. (2014) listed Yellow-bellied Flycatcher as a very rare to uncommon transient. 

Thick-billed Vireo Vireo crassirostris 

2016-1139. On 10 June 2016, a vireo was audio recorded 1 mile north of Everglade 
City (Collier County). The vocalization is the rambling long song, which is similar 
to that of White-eyed Vireo (V griseus ) and not well represented on Xeno-canto, 
a web-based bird vocalization database (<xeno-canto.com>). At the 2016 meeting, 
the Committee felt that that it would be best to get outside opinion from those 
who know Thick-billed Vireo vocalizations better. Larry Manfredi, who conducts 
birding tours to the Bahamas several times per year, agreed that identifying is 
tough, but concluded that the bird was likely not a Thick-billed Vireo. 

Caribbean/Cuban Martin Progne dominicensis /cryptoleucos 

2016- 1147. Caribbean Martin has not been previously recorded in Florida or the 
ABA Area; Cuban Martin is known from three or four 1895 specimens from Key 
West (Greenlaw et al. 2014). This interesting martin was photographed in good 
detail on 29 April 2016 at Fort Zachary Taylor State Historical Park (Monroe 
County). This presumed female has a gray throat distinctly cut off from gleaming 
white underparts. The flanks are smudged pale gray. The undertail coverts are 
completely unmarked. The tail has a rather long, deep fork. The unmarked 
undertail and distinct cutoff between throat and breast may be outside the range 
exhibited by female Purple Martins (P. subis ), although that species is highly 
variable. The plumage pattern is similar to most depictions of female Caribbean 
Martin, which breeds throughout the Greater and Lesser Antilles, aside from 
Cuba. Although female Cuban Martins are usually described as having blotchy 
white and dark underparts, letters provided by the submitter stated that they 
can be unmarked white below and very difficult to differentiate from Caribbean 
Martin. At the 2016 meeting, we voted to table the submission to get explore other 
museum specimens of these three species. 

At the 2017 meeting, we voted not to consider Sinaloa Martin (P sinaloae), 
an endemic breeder in northwest Mexico with unknown wintering quarters; this 
species is extremely poorly known. The male is very similar to Caribbean Martin, 
but the female plumage is almost unknown. Although it seems far less likely for a 
Sinaloa Martin to show up in Florida than Caribbean or Cuban Martin, a number 
of species found in that part of Mexico have been recorded in Florida (White-eared 
Hummingbird, Broad-billed Hummingbird, Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher, etc.). 
Kratter took images of specimens of Cuban Martins at the United States National 
Museum. These females, like other depictions and online images, showed a much 
less contrasting cut off between the gray throat and white underparts. The dark 
smudges on the flanks are also more extensive in Cuban Martins than the bird 
in question. The Committee felt that this bird, though most similar to female 
Caribbean Martin, was possibly in the range of variation shown by Purple 
Martins, and a first State record requires a stronger sense of assurance. 

Tropical Mockingbird Mimus giluus 

2017- 1249. The Tropical Mockingbird has not been previously recorded in Florida. 
In the ABA Area, a record from April-June 2013 in Sabine Woods (Jefferson County), 
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Texas, was determined to be of questionable provenance. The Florida bird was found 
on 1 June 2017 at the Lake Worth Municipal Beach (Palm Beach County). The bird, 
lacking the white patch on the inner primaries, and having reduced white in the 
rectrices, was considered to be correctly identified. It stayed until August and built a 
nest, pairing with a Northern Mockingbird (M. polyglottos ). The bird showed some odd 
molt limits, indicating possible captivity in its past. Primaries 2-4 were heavily worn, 
whereas those farther out were less worn. Two secondaries on the left wing appeared 
to be new and of a different generation than the other remiges. Tropical Mockingbirds 
appear to be available on the pet market. At least three different online sources (The 
Finch Farm, Bird Express, Softbills) list Tropical Mockingbirds, but none had birds 
available in July 2017 when checked. The Committee felt that a captive origin was as 
least as likely as a vagrant from natural populations for this individual. 

Tropical Mockingbirds are resident from southern Veracruz, Mexico, south 
into northern South America. They are also resident in the Lesser Antilles from 
Barbuda south to Trinidad and Tobago. 

Submissions Tabled/Unresolved 

Barrow’s Goldeneye Bucephala islandica 

2017-1173. Barrow’s Goldeneye has not been previously recorded in Florida. In late 
2016, a Florida birder related the following to the FOSRC secretary. A local taxidermist 
in north-central Florida was asked to go through the whole frozen specimens that a 
recently deceased hunter had at home. Among the specimens was a male Barrow’s 
Goldeneye with a tag attached that had the date 13 January 1998 and the location 
Crystal River (Citrus County). The specimen was prepared as a mount and is at the 
taxidermist’s studio. The identity is not an issue, but the Committee felt it would be 
best to table the submission and try to talk directly with the taxidermist given the 
rather convoluted story and third-hand nature of the details. 

Barrow’s Goldeneye is a rare winter resident on the north Atlantic coast of 
North America, occurring south regularly to Long Island Sound, and rarely south 
to Virginia. 

Brown-chested Martin Progne chalybea 

2017-1251. On 8 June 2017, this hirundinid was observed and photographed on 
SR 50 where it crosses over the St. Johns River (Orange County). The one image 
available shows a brown-backed hirundinid with white underparts and a broad 
brown breast band. Both Brown-chested Martin and Bank Swallow ( Riparia 
riparia) show this plumage pattern. The bird was at quite a distance and the 
image is not detailed enough to make out some critical details such as bill size, 
tail fork and undertail covert pattern. The Committee decided to ask the observer 
whether any other images were available and if the one image available could be 
submitted in higher resolution. 

Brown-chested Martin has occurred seven times in the ABA Area (eBird). 
Most or all birds are thought to be the nominate subspecies, which is an austral 
migrant that breeds in Argentina and migrates north into northern South 
America. A previous sight report in Florida (October 1991 in Palm Beach County) 
was initially accepted by the FOSRC, but later removed from the list because 
there was no verifiable evidence (Bowman 2000). 

Bahama Swallow Tachycineta cyaneoviridis 

2016-1123. A kayaker spotted this bird flying above the Commodore Creek 
Kayak Trail in Lee County on 20 March 2016. Although the viewing was brief 
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(2-3 seconds), the observer studies and is very familiar with Tree Swallows ( T. 
bicolor ) and noted the long tail and white extending into the underwings. Some 
Committee members felt that Mangrove Swallow ( T. albilinea) could not be ruled 
out. The vote at the 2016 meeting was unresolved. At the 2017 meeting the 
Committee was again deadlocked. The Committee does not have a limit on how 
often an unresolved result stays in the queue. 

The FOSRC has accepted two previous records and four previous reports of 
Bahama Swallow. Two older specimens (7 April 1890 Monroe County, 30 April 
1992 Miami-Dade County) and a photographed bird (27 July 1986 in Monroe 
County) have not been assessed by the FOSRC. 
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FIELD OBSERVATIONS 


Spring Report: March-May 2018. —This report consists of significant bird 
observations compiled by the Field Observations Committee (FOC). Electronic 
submissions to the FOC should be in the following format: species, number of individuals, 
age and sex of the bird(s), color morph if applicable, location (including county), date, 
observer(s), and significance. Seasons are winter (December-February), spring (March- 
May), summer (June-July), and fall (August-November). Submit observations to regional 
compilers within two weeks after the close of each season, or to the state compiler within 
one month. Addresses of the compilers follow this report. 

Sight-only observations are considered “reports” while only those observations 
supported by verifiable evidence (photographs, video or audio recordings, or specimens) 
are called “records.” Species for which documentation is required by the FOC and by 
the FOS Records Committee (FOSRC; <fosbirds.org/official-florida-state-bird-list>) are 
marked here with an asterisk (*). A county designation (in italics) accompanies the 
first-time listing of each site in this report. Abbreviations in this report are: AFB = Air 
Force Base, AFR = Air Force Range, CA = Conservation Area, EOS = end of season, m. 
obs. = many observers, NERR = National Estuarine Research Reserve, NF = National 
Forest, NP = National Park, NSRA = North Shore Restoration Area, NWR = National 
Wildlife Refuge, SF = State Forest, SP = State Park, STA = Stormwater Treatment 
Area, STF = sewage treatment facility, WEA = Wildlife and Environmental Area, WMA 
= Wildlife Management Area, and N, S, E, W etc., for compass directions. Bold-faced 
entries denote birds newly reported or verified in Florida, or record numbers. Still 
photographs, video, and audio-recordings archived by the FOC are identified by a plus 
(+). 


Summary of the Spring Season 

FOSRC review species listed in this report include a Brant, American Black Duck, 
White-cheeked Pintail, Harlequin Duck, Inca Dove, Vaux’s Swift, Hudsonian Godwit, two 
Ruffs, Black-legged Kittiwake, California Gull, two Red-billed Tropicbirds, Pacific Loon, 
Cuban Pewee, two La Sagra’s Flycatchers, four Bahama Mockingbirds, a Townsend’s 
Warbler, Bananaquit, and a Bullock’s Oriole. 

Species Accounts 

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: 1 at Saint Marks NWR ( Wakulla ) 7 May (D. Morrow); 2 
at Jefferson County Recycling Station 19 May (M. Smith, R. Emond, B. Bergstrom). 
Fulvous Whistling-Duck: 1 at Mullet Lake Park ( Seminole ) 3 Apr (P. Meharg); 1 at Fells- 
mere WMA ( Indian River ) 2 May (D. Richard). 

*Brant: 1 at Sister’s Creek Marina {Duval) 12-18 Mar (+K. Dailey, m. obs.) provided the 
first Duval record in over 45 years; details to FOSRC. 
swan x Canada Goose: 3 at Shell Bay {Duval) 10 Mar (+K. Dailey, M. Dailey). 

Canada Goose: 4 at Orange Heights {Alachua) 4 Mar (R. Blye); 2 at Orange Lake {Ala¬ 
chua) 26 Mar (J. O’Connor); 1 at Isla Del Sol {Pinellas) 27 Mar (+S. Tavaglione) and 
4 there 16 May (D. Davies); 2 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park ( Alachua ) 29 Mar (T. An¬ 
derson); 1 at Fort De Soto Park ( Pinellas ) 16 Apr (+M. James. W. Meehan, S. Fears); 
4 at Micanopy {Alachua) 28 Apr (F. Goodwin); up to 6, including 4 goslings, at Largo 
Nature Preserve {Pinellas) 9 May (+K. Duncan). 

Egyptian Goose: 1 at Chuluota {Seminole) 31 Mar-Apr 8 (A. Chan). 
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Gadwall: 1 at Merritt Island NWR ( Brevard ) 30-31 Mar (J. Kendall). 

* American Black Duck: 4 at Audubon Park ( Volusia ) 15 Apr (J. Thompson). 

Mottled Duck: 1 at Clermont {Lake) 5-16 Mar (J. Walker); 1 at Lakes of Leesburg {Lake) 
28 Apr-30 May (H. Trecartin). 

Northern Shoveler: 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park {Orange) 4 Apr-19 May (M. Abend). 

*White-cheeked Pintail: 1 at DuPuis WEA/Management Area {Palm Beach) 5 May (M. Ely). 

Northern Pintail: 1 at Black Point Wildlife Drive {Brevard) 3 May (I. Byrne). 

Canvasback: 1 at Lake Maggiore {Pinellas) 11-21 Mar (+R. Smith, R. Harrod); 2 at Cen¬ 
tennial Pond {Indian River) 10 Apr (C. Farley). 

Greater Scaup: 1 at Scarborough Ranch Marsh ( Highlands ) 20 Mar (+T. Rodriguez); 1 
at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive ( Orange ) 3-23 Mar-1 Apr (K. Rigling, m. obs.); 1 at 
Orlando Wetlands Park 4 Mar (P. Meharg). 

Common Eider: 1 at Miami Beach Marina ( Miami-Dade) 9 Mar-9 May (M. O’Brien); 1 
at Key West Yacht Harbor Marina ( Monroe ) 18 Mar-4 May (M. Hedden); 2 at Port 
Canaveral ( Brevard) 25 Mar, 21 Apr, 19-24 May (S. Stafford, m. obs.). 

* Harlequin Duck: 1 continued at Fernandina Beach Marina ( Nassau ) through 3 May 

(m. obs.). 

Surf Scoter: 1 at Big Lagoon ( Escambia ) 4 Mar (C. Tebay); 1 at Gulf Breeze ( Santa Rosa) 
6 Apr (B. Duncan). 

White-winged Scoter: Up to 10 at Big Lagoon 2 Mar-22 May (J. Callaway, B. Callaway). 

Black Scoter: 20 at Carrabelle Beach ( Franklin ) 14 Apr (R. Cassidy, S. Cassidy). 

Bufflehead: 5 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 3-17 Mar (G. DelPizzo, m. obs.); 1 at Rock 
Ponds Restoration Area ( Hillsborough ) 27 Mar (R. Webb); 1 at Weekiwachee Preserve 
C Hernando) 14 Apr (V. Capp); 1 at Palm Harbor ( Pinellas) 13-28 May (+M. James). 

Common Goldeneye: 1 at N St. Petersburg ( Pinellas ) through 9 Mar (+M. Burns). 

Red-breasted Merganser: 1 at Seminole Ranch CA ( Orange ) 7 Mar (M. Keim); 1 at Marl 
Bed Flats {Seminole) 1 Apr (S. Collins, m. obs.); 1 at West Crooked Lake {Lake) 29 
Mar-1 Apr (+B. Brown); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 13-20 Apr (A. Hinkle, m. 
obs.). 

Ruddy Duck: 1 adult male at Shiloh Marsh Road {Volusia) 22 May (L. Beegle). 

Indian Peafowl: 1 at Hontoon Road area ( Volusia ) 8 Apr (B. Cochrane). 

American Flamingo: 1 at Florida Bay - South End Upper Cross Bank (Monroe) 4 Apr (E. 
Cantelmo); 12 at Virginia Key {Miami-Dade) 14 Apr (E. Conser, et al.); 12 at Cell 3 
STA 2 ( Palm Beach) 23 Apr (M. Cook); 1 at Garden Key, Dry Tortugas NP ( Monroe) 
8-13 May (m. obs.) expired 13 May; 1 immature at Haulover Beach ( Miami-Dade ) 15- 
17 May (m. obs.); 24 at Snake Bight Channel ( Monroe ) 16 May ( fide J. Valadez); 25 at 
Convoy Point, Biscayne NP ( Miami-Dade ) 16 May (+N. Besemer). 

Horned Grebe: 1 at Snake Bight and Gibby Point, Everglades NP ( Monroe ) 5 May (M. 
Martinez); 1 at Palm Harbor 13 May (+M. James). 

Eurasian Collared-Dove: 1 at Egmont Key 22 Apr (+E. Plage, P. Plage). 

*Inca Dove: 1 at Big Lagoon 28 Apr (+C. Tebay). 

White-winged Dove: 1 at San Mateo {Duval) 24 Apr (+D. Foster). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Up to 15 at Fort De Soto Park 16 Apr (R. Smith et al.); 1 at Lake 
Arbuckle {Highlands) 16 May (G. DelPizzo, D. Richard). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: 1 at Marco Island ( Collier ) 9 Apr (R. Dean, G. Dean); 1 at Sanibel 
Lighthouse {Lee) 15-16 Apr (m. obs.); 3 at Fred Howard Park {Pinellas) 16 Apr (+T. 
Mast); 1 at Embry-Riddle Campus ( Volusia) 18 Apr (+S. Krah); 1 at Isla Del Sol 1 May 
(E. Plage); 1 at Gulf Breeze 9 May (B. Duncan). 

Eastern Whip-poor-will: 3 at Cedar Point Preserve {Duval) 15 Mar (K. Dailey, D. Foster); 
1 at Fort Wilderness Campground {Orange) 27-28 Apr (S. Herman). 

*Vaux’s Swift: Up to 2 at Gainesville {Alachua) to 9 Mar (M. Cutler, R. Gray, C. Harding). 

Virginia Rail: 2 at Harley Drive Pond {Leon) 5 Mar (J. O’Connell); 1 continued at West- 
side Industrial Park {Duval) 1 Apr (D. Foster). 
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Gray-headed Swamphen: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 10-18 Mar, 19-26 May (A. 
Wurster, m. obs.). 

Purple G all inule: 18 at International Paper Wetlands 24 Apr (J. Callaway, B. Calla¬ 
way); 13, including 3 chicks at Lem Turner Spray Fields {Duval) 17 Jun (+D. Foster). 

Limpkin: 1 at Saint Marks NWR 2 Apr-2 May (D. Morrow); 5 at Fort De Soto Park 15 Apr 
(+J. Clayton); 1 at Tierra Verde ( Pinellas ) 13 Apr (A. Ruben). 

Whooping Crane: 1 at Micanopy throughout the season (D. Segal et al.). 

Black-necked Stilt: 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 2-5 Mar (J. Leavens, m. obs.); 1 at 
Chickasaw Trail ( Seminole ) 11 Mar (L. Martin); 1 at Marl Bed Flats 16 Mar (+L. 
Gray); 2 at Lake Jackson 20 May (J. O’Connell). 

American Avocet: 4 at Fort De Soto Park 8 Mar (+W. Tallyn et al.); 1 at Fred Howard 
Park 17 Apr (+T. Mast et al.); 35 at Clearwater Beach ( Pinellas ) 23 Apr (P. Shel¬ 
ton). 

American Golden-Plover: 1 at East Gator Creek ( Brevard ) 23 Apr-5 May (+A. Whitlock, 
m. obs.); 1 at Saint Marks NWR 24 Apr (J. O’Connell); 1 at Saint George Island 28 
Apr (R. Cassidy, L. Cassidy); 1 at Puzzle Lake ( Seminole ) 8 May (G. Williams). 

Semipalmated Plover: Up to 2 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park 20 Apr-22 May (D. Segal et 
al.); 1 at Lakeshore Drive {Lake) 13 May (B. Matasick). 

Upland Sandpiper: 7 at Watermelon Pond {Alachua) 6 Apr (A. Christman); 17 at Fort De 
Soto Park 15 Apr (+R. Smith et al.); 2 at Saint George Island SP 18 Apr (J. Murphy); 
10+ at Festival park, Cape Coral {Lee) 18-20 Apr (A. Smith, +C. Ewell et al.); 1 at H 
and H Sod Farm {Osceola) 7-8 May (C. Newton); 1 at Brumley Road Trailhead, Little 
Big Econ SF {Seminole) 12 May (S. Collins, m. obs.). 

Whimbrel: 1 at Bunche Beach {Lee) 31 Mar-12 Apr (R. Kaskan); 1 at Ocala NF {Lake) 4-5 
Apr (T. Marshall); 2 at Sanibel Island {Lee) 19 Apr (D. Shoch); 3 at Fort De Soto Park 
21 Apr (S. Fears et al.). 

*Hudsonian Godwit: 1 at Carrabelle {Franklin) 25 Apr (+J. Murphy), details to FOSRC. 

Marbled Godwit: 1 at E Gulf Breeze 6 Apr (M. Brower). 

Ruddy Turnstone: 1 at Puzzle Lake 8 May (G. Williams). 

*Ruff: 1 at Marl Bed Flats 1 Apr (S. Collins); 1 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park 1 May (M. 
Manetz). 

Stilt Sandpiper: 1 at Marl Bed Flats 28 Mar-16 May (S. Simmons); 1 at Lake Apopka 
Wildlife Drive 13 Apr (A. Hinkle); 6 at Fort De Soto Park 15 Apr (R. Smith); 5 at Big 
Talbot Island SP-Spoonbill Pond {Duval) 28 Apr-6 May (+K. Dailey); 1 at Puzzle Lake 
8 May (G. Williams). 

Purple Sandpiper: 3 continued at Huguenot Memorial Park {Duval) 1 Apr (+A. Tanner). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: 24 at Tram Road Holding Ponds {Leon) 8 May (J. O’Connell); 1 
at Outback Key {Pinellas) 9 May (R. Smith, +E. Plage); 1 at Brumley Road Trailhead 
11-12 May (P. Meharg, m. obs.); 2 at Big Talbot Island SP-Spoonbill Pond 12 May 
(+K. Dailey); 1 at Marl Bed Flats 16 May (S. Simmons, m. obs.); 1 at Lake Apopka 
Wildlife Drive 19 May (P. Hueber, m. obs.). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: 1 at Fort De Soto Park 15 Apr (R. Smith). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: 1 at Biolab Road ( Brevard ) 9-17 Mar (M. Williams, m. obs.); 1 
at East Gator Creek Road 19-28 Mar (J. Kendall, m. obs.); 1 at Black Point Wildlife 
Drive 23 Mar (A. Whitlock); 1 at Marl Bed Flats 28 Mar-16 May (S. Simmons, m. 
obs.); 215 at Tram Road Holding Ponds 15 May (J. O’Connell); 1 at Orlando Wetlands 
Park 18 May (R. Merrigan); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 19-23 May (P. Hueber, 
m. obs.); 30 at Orlando Wetlands Park 26 May (+B. Taylor). 

Western Sandpiper: 1 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park 9 May (J. Mays); 1 at Brumley Road 
Trailhead 12 May (S. Collins). 

Wilson’s Snipe: 1 at Brooker Creek Preserve 19 Apr (T. Mast). 

Willet: 1 at Marl Bed Flats 1 Apr (S. Collins, m. obs.); 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 6 Apr 
(N. Swick); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 6 Apr (N. Swick). 
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Wilson’s Phalarope: 1 at Black Point Wildlife Drive 30 Mar (+S. Brookens, m. obs.); 1 at 
St. Joseph Peninsula SP ( Gulf) 9 May (J. Murphy). 

Red-necked Phalarope: 1 at Pumphouse Road 5 May (M. Rozmarynowycz, m. obs.); 1 
offshore Cape Canaveral ( Brevard ) 19 May (S. Collins, m. obs.). 

Pomarine Jaeger: 1 at Fort Pickens 6 Mar (J. Callaway, B. Callaway). 

Parasitic Jaeger: 1 at Fort Pickens 10 Mar (J. Arnett). 

*Black-legged Kittiwake: 1 at Pensacola Beach ( Escambia ) taken to Wildlife Sanctuary 
of NW FL 2 May ( fide B. Duncan). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: 2 at East Gator Creek 9-12 May (A. Whitlock, m. obs.). 

Franklin’s Gull: 1 at South Atlantic Avenue ( Volusia ) 10 Mar (G. Wee). 

^California Gull: 1 at Frank Rendon Park ( Volusia ) 6 Apr (S. Krah). 

Iceland Gull: 1 at Brevard County Central Landfill ( Brevard ) 2 Mar (+W. Chatfield- 
Taylor); 1 at Frank Rendon Park 16 Mar (+P. Meharg); 1 at Port Orange Causeway 
Park (Volusia) 6-15 Apr (S. Krah). 

Glaucous Gull: 1 discovered at Pinellas 16 Apr 2016 was last reported at Treasure 
Island Beach 30 Mar (+C.Gjervold); 1 at Sebastian Inlet SP ( Indian River) 2 Mar-11 
Apr (W. Chatfield-Taylor, m. obs.); 1 at Port Orange Causeway Park 4-17 Mar (M. 
Nicodemus, m. obs.); 1 at Sebastian Inlet SP 4-9 Mar (Kevin Palmer); 1 at Frank 
Rendon Park 7-24 Mar (+B. DuPuis, m. obs.); 1 at Tomoka Landfill (Volusia) 28 Mar 
(A. Hull). 

Brown Noddy: 1 at S Ponte Vedra Beach (St. Johns) following Alberto 28 May (+D. Reed). 

Black Noddy: 1 at Garden Key, Dry Tortugas NP 26 Apr-24 May (m. obs.). 

Sooty Tern: 1 at Three Rooker Bar (Pinellas) 10 May (+J. Sigismondi); up to 14 offshore 
Cape Canaveral 19 May (D. Goodwin). 

Bridled Tern: Up to 8 offshore Cape Canaveral 19 May (D. Goodwin). 

Least Tern: 1 offshore Tom Renick Park (Volusia) 8, 20 Mar (S. Krah); 1 at Lighthouse 
Point Park (Volusia) 23 Mar (T. Lee); 1 at Smyrna Dunes Park (Volusia) 27 Mar (N. 
Ramsey); 1 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park 29 Apr (D. Rohan), and 1 there 26 May (F. 
Lee). 

Gull-billed Tern: 1 at Charles H. Bronson SF (Orange) 2 Mar (G. Williams). 

Caspian Tern: 1 at Lake Jackson 20-28 May (J. O’Connell); 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 
26-29 May (+B. Taylor, m. obs.). 

Black Tern: 7 at Lake Talquin (Leon) 28 May (J. O’Connell). 

Roseate Tern: 1 at Jetty Park (Brevard) 5 May (+D. Simpson, m. obs.). 

Common Tern: 1 at Hightower Beach Park (Brevard) 15 Mar (B. Uttenweiler); 1 at Woo¬ 
ten Park (Lake) 11-15 Apr (+J. Walker, m. obs.); 11 at St. George Island 14 Apr (R. 
Cassidy); 3 at Sanibel Island 19 Apr (D. Shoch); 1 at Black Point Wildlife Drive 5 May 
(C. Ferro); 44 at Fort De Soto Park 6 May (+R. Smith); 15 at Egmont Key (Hillsbor¬ 
ough) 9 May (R. Smith, +E. Plage); 75 at Destin (Okaloosa) 29 May (D. Simpson). 

Arctic Tern: Up to 5 at Jetty Park 6-12 May (P. Mansfield, m. obs.); 1 at St. Joseph Pen¬ 
insula SP 9 May (+J. Murphy). 

Royal Tern: 1 at Newnans Lake (Alachua) 15 Apr (L. Gaudette). 

Black Skimmer: Up to 200 at Puzzle Lake 8-15 May (G. Williams); 1 at Brumley Road 
Trailhead 11-12 May (P. Meharg); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 26 Apr (+C. Duff- 
ield). 

White-tailed Tropicbird: 1 at Florida Reef (Monroe) 10 Apr (D. Goodwin, m. obs.); 1 off¬ 
shore Duval 25 Apr (J. Milton); 1 at Biscayne NP, Boca Chica Key (Miami-Dade) 18 
May (L. Manfredi). 

* Red-billed Tropicbird: 1 at Gulf Breeze 3-23 Apr (B. Laughlin, A. Holzinger, J. Calla¬ 
way, B. Callaway, B. Duncan, L. Duncan, J. Cichon et al.); 2 at Gulf Breeze 31 May 
(J. Pfeiffer). 

Red-throated Loon: 1 offshore Tom Renick Park 6 Mar (S. Krah). 

*Pacific Loon: 1 at Gulf Breeze 31 Mar (B. Duncan, L. Duncan). 
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Common Loon: 1 at Magnolia Park ( Orange ) 16 Mar (S. Simmons); 1 at Port Orange 
Causeway Park 5-20 May (A. Evenstad, m. obs.). 

Black-capped Petrel: 5 offshore Boynton Inlet ( Palm Beach ) 12 May (m. obs.); 1 offshore 
Cape Canaveral 19 May (D. Goodwin). 

Sooty Shearwater: 1 at St. Joseph Peninsula SP 9 May (J. Murphy). 

Audubon’s Shearwater: 1 at Fort Walton Beach ( Okaloosa ) 14 Apr (B. Purdy); 2 offshore 
Cape Canaveral 19 May (D. Goodwin). 

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel: 12 offshore Cape Canaveral 19 May (D. Goodwin). 

Leach’s Storm-Petrel: Up to 2 offshore Cape Canaveral 19 May (M. Harris). 
Band-rumped Storm-Petrel: 1 offshore Cape Canaveral 19 May (D. Goodwin). 
Magnificent Frigatebird: 4 at Mickler’s Landing (St. Johns ) following passage of Alberto 
27 May (+D. Meehan); 4 at St. Marks NWR 29 May (D. Morrow). 

Masked Booby: 1 adult and 2 immatures at Fort Pickens ( Escambia ) 28 Mar (B. Duncan, 

L. Duncan). 

Brown Booby: 4 first noticed at upper Tampa Bay ( Pinellas ) Sep 2016 remained through the 
2018 spring season with a high count of 22 recorded 4 Apr (+R. Lane, m. obs.); 1 at St. 
George Island ( Franklin ) 25 Mar (R. Cassidy); 1 at Tom Renick Park 12 Apr (S. Krah). 
Brown Pelican: 1 at Marl Bed Flats 28 Mar (S. Simmons); 1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve 
SP ( Alachua ) 10 Apr (D. Segal); up to 5 at Newnans Lake 15-16 Apr (L. Gaudette, 

M. Manetz); 1 at Palm Lake Court ( Seminole ) 25 Apr (S. Mitcham); 1 at Sweetwater 
Wetlands Park 1 May (N. Frade); 18 at Gainesville 3 May (A. Kent, A. Kratter et al.); 
2 juveniles at Lake Istokpoga ( Highlands ) 18 May (M. McMillian); 1 juvenile at Lake 
Jackson ( Highlands) 22 May (M. McMillian); 3 at Lake Jackson (Leon) 30 May (J. 
O’Connell). 

American Bittern: 1 at Sheffield Regional Park (Duval) through 25 Mar (fide K. Dailey); 

1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 17 May (R. Merrigan); 1 at Viera Wetlands (Brevard) 

2 May (I. Byrne). 

Least Bittern: 21 at International Paper Wetlands (Escambia) 23 May (J. Callaway, B. 
Callaway). 

Reddish Egret: 2 at St. Marks NWR 26 May (H. Hooper, L. Reynolds). 

Green Heron: 24 at Fort De Soto Park 15 Apr (+E. Plage, M. James et al.). 

Glossy Ibis: 2 at M and M Dairy (Duval) 9 Jun (K. Dailey, M. Dailey). 

Glossy x White-faced ibis: 1 at Canopy Oaks Community Park (Leon) 23 May (+J. 
O’Connell). 

White-faced Ibis: 1 at Circle B Bar Reserve (Polk) 9-11 Mar (B. Perry); 3 at International 
Paper Wetlands 17-24 Apr (J. Callaway, B. Callaway). 

Roseate Spoonbill: 3 at Lake Jackson (Leon) 20 May (J. O’Connell); 3 at Mile Marker 
455, Interstate 75 (Hamilton) 31 May (M. Smith, R. Emond). 

Snail Kite: Up to 5 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park and Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 
throughout the season (F. Lee, D. Rohan et al.); 1 adult male at Arnold Brothers Boat 
Ramp (Lake) 23-26 May (R. Harper, m. obs.). 

Mississippi Kite: 1 at Herlong Boat Ramp (Lake) 5 Apr (A. Horst); 1 at Wickham Court 
(Seminole) 25 Apr-29 May (R. Stalnaker); 2 rebuilding nest at same location as last 
year at N Citrus 25 Apr (S. Levins); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 29 Apr-25 May 
(K. Rigling, m. obs.); 1 at Lake Woodruff NWR (Volusia) 29 Apr (D. LaGrange); 1 at 
Carlton Village Park (Lake) 7-28 May (A. Horst, m. obs.); 1 at Emeralda Marsh CA 
(Lake) 26 May (+H. Trecartin). 

Bald Eagle: 2 fledged at Gulf Breeze for the first time in over 70 years (B. Callaway, B. 
Duncan, L. Duncan et al.). 

Northern Harrier: 1 at Wheeler Stormwater Park (Brevard) 3 May (T. Ledford); 1 at 
Lake Woodruff NWR 5 May (A. Evenstad). 

Broad-winged Hawk: 1 at Oakland (Orange) 3 Mar (C. Ferro); 1 at Tallahassee (Leon) 28 
Mar (R. Cassidy); 1 at Longwood (Seminole) 25 Apr (G. Williams). 
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Short-tailed Hawk: 1 light morph at Orlando Wetlands Park 2 Mar-5 Apr (M. Buccieri, 
m. obs.); 1 light morph at Grant ( Brevard ) 2 Mar (N. Voris); 1 light morph at Lake 
Woodruff NWR 3 Mar (C. Henderson, m. obs.); 1 light morph at Sabal Bluff Preserve 
C Lake ) 5 Mar (B. Matasick); 1 at Sumterville ( Sumter ) 24 Mar (G. DelPizzo); 1 at 
Newnans Lake to 9 May (M. Manetz, C. Poli); 1 dark morph at Wickham Court 27 
Mar-25 May (R. Stalnaker); 1 dark morph at Mount Dora {Lake) 30 Mar (M. Buc¬ 
cieri); 1 light morph at Lake Louisa SP {Lake) 30 Mar (G. Quigley); 1 dark morph at 
Epcot, Walt Disney World {Orange) 2 Apr-16 May (B. White, m. obs.); 1 dark morph at 
Green Cove Springs {Clay) 3 Apr (S. Raduns); 1 light morph at Stone Soccer Complex 
{Lake) 4 Apr (T. Dillenger); 1 dark morph at Animal Kingdom, Walt Disney World {Or¬ 
ange) 7 Apr-31 May (M. Flemming, m. obs.); 1 light morph at Canal Street {Seminole) 
10 Apr (S. Simmons); 1 light morph at Turkey Creek Sanctuary {Brevard) 11 Apr (L. 
Friedland); 1 at Bayard Conservation Area {Clay) 11 Apr (S. Raduns); 2 at Gainesville 
28 Apr-EOS (S. Fisher, A. Kratter et al.); 2 juveniles at Lake Istokpoga 18 May (M. 
McMillian); 1 juvenile at Lake Jackson 22 May (M. McMillian). 

Swainson’s Hawk: 1 at Archbold Biological Station 13 Mar (M. Heather); 1 at the Oka¬ 
loosa County STF {Okaloosa) 19 Apr (C. Lima et al.). 

Belted Kingfisher: 1 at Shiloh Marsh Road 10 May (S. Krah). 

Hairy Woodpecker: 1 at St. Sebastian River Preserve SP 8 Mar (P. Mansfield); 1 at Bald 
Point SP {Franklin) 4 Apr (J. Murphy). 

American Kestrel: 1 nesting at Forest Road 63, Ocala NF {Lake) 19 Apr (G. Quigley); 1 
nesting at Wekiva Springs {Seminole) 10 May (R. Stalnaker). 

Nanday Parakeet: 1 at Scenic View Circle {Lake) 7 May (S. Boschert). 

White-eyed Parakeet: 1 at Wells Drive {Volusia) 28 Mar (A. Hull). 

* Cuban Pewee: 1 at Fort Zachary Taylor SP {Monroe) 18 Mar (+R. Ward). 

Acadian Flycatcher: 1 at Thomas Creek Preserve {Duval) 27 May (K. Dailey). 

Vermilion Flycatcher: 1 male at Loxahatchee NWR {Palm Beach) 1-10 Mar (m. obs.); 1 
at Sylvan Shores, Lake Placid 17 Apr (A. Weekley). 

Ash-throated Flycatcher: 1 at San Felasco Hammock {Alachua) to 13 Mar (C. Boyd, J. 
Hintermister et al.); 1 at River Lakes CA {Brevard) 9 Apr (P. Marvin). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: 2 at Orlando Wetlands Park 3-14 Mar (N. Langwald); 1 at 
Longwood 4-10 Mar (G. Williams); 1 at Lake Apopka Loop Trail NE {Orange) 4 Mar 
(L. Friedland). 

Brown-crested Flycatcher: 1 calling at Collier-Seminole State Park {Collier) 23 Mar (A. 
Kearns); 1 at Rookery Bay NERR 26-27 Mar (+T. True, D. True). 

*La Sagra’s Flycatcher: 1 at Bill Baggs Cape Florida SP ( Miami-Dade ) 17 Apr (+D. Du- 
err); 1 at Dagny Johnson Key Largo Hammock Botanical SP 14 May (A. Whitlock et 
al.). 

Tropical Kingbird: Up to 2 wintered at STA-5/6 ( Hendry ) through 7 Apr (m. obs.); 1 at 
Torry Island {Palm Beach) 9 Mar (R. Epstein, m. obs.); 1 at Francis S. Taylor WMA 
{Broward) 1 Mar-7 Apr (m. obs.); 1 at Frog Pond WMA {Miami-Dade) 1 Mar-12 Apr 
(m. obs.). 

Western Kingbird: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 1-27 Apr (+P, Meharg); 1 at N Elder 
Drive {Seminole) 6 Apr (C. Brelsford); 4 at Fort De Soto Park 17 Apr (+P. Hueber, L. 
Mathis, B. Rohman); 1 at Lake Yale {Lake) 3-10 May (D. Richard). 

Eastern Kingbird: 65 at St. George Island 15 Apr (R. Cassidy, L. Cassidy, S. Cassidy). 

Gray Kingbird: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 29 Apr-13 May (+M. Hill, m. obs.); 2 at 
St. Marks NWR 19 May (+M. Smith, R. Emond, B. Bergstrom). 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: 1 found 23 Dec 2017 at Brooker Creek Preserve was last re¬ 
corded 19 Apr (+R. Smith, +T. Mast); up to 2 at Keene Road {Orange) 2 Mar-11 Apr 
(B. Taylor); 1 at Hardee County Landfill {Hardee) 11 Apr (C. Fredricks); 1 at Alligator 
Point {Franklin) 19 Apr (+D. Beach, T. Beach); 1 at LaCrosse {Alachua) 23 Apr (T. 
Pope). 
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Bell’s Vireo: 1 wintered at Fakahatchee Strand Preserve SP ( Collier ) through 16 Apr 
(+B. Torvund et al.); 1 at Canal Street 17-22 Mar (+R. Geisler, m. obs.). 

Blue-headed Vireo: 1 at Floral City ( Citrus ) 27 May (G. Harrison). 

Philadelphia Vireo: 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 3 Mar (L. Epps). 

Warbling Vireo: 2 at Fort De Soto Park 16-23 Apr (J. Gibson, m. obs.); 1 at St. Marks 
NWR 17 Apr (+J. O’Connell); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 28 Apr (R. Rehrig); 1 at 
Black Bear Wilderness Area ( Seminole ) 4 May (R. Peterson). 

Black-whiskered Vireo: 1 at Environmental Learning Center ( Indian River ) 8 Apr (W. 
Johnson); 1 at Luna Sands Resort ( Volusia ) 12 Apr (S. Keefer); 1 at Lori Wilson 
Park ( Brevard ) 14 Apr, 12 May (Gaylee Dean; m. obs.); 1 at Dummitt Cove ( Brevard ) 
20 Apr (D. LaGrange); 1 at Fort De Soto Park 22-29 Apr (+J. Clayton et al.); 1 at 
Sugar Mill Botanical Gardens ( Volusia ) 26 Apr (A. Hull); 1 at Maritime Hammock 
Sanctuary ( Brevard ) 28-29 Apr (+M. Harris, m. obs.); 1 at St. George Island 15 May 
(+S. Klink). 

Tree Swallow: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 11-26 May (L. Cozzi); 1 at Viera Wetlands 
13 May (C. Ferro). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Up to 70 at NE St. Petersburg 8-21 Mar (R. Smith). 

Bank Swallow: 2 at Fort De Soto Park 10 Apr (E. Plage, R. Smith, W. Tallyn); 1 at Saint 
George Island 22 Apr (R. Cassidy); 4 at McDonald Canal Boat Ramp {Lake) 23 May 
(J. Walker, m. obs.); 1 at T. M. Goodwin WMA ( Brevard ) 24 May (P. Reed). 

Cliff Swallow: Up to 6 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park 13 Mar-11 May (M. Manetz et al.); 
1 at Shiloh Marsh Road 22 Mar (+A. Hull); 1 at Lake Jessup CA 28 Mar (G. Williams); 
1 at State Road 50 ( Orange ) 30 Mar-4 May (S. Simmons, m. obs.); 1 at Fort De Soto 
Park 4 Apr (+J. Gibbons); 1 at New York Avenue ( Volusia ) 11 May (S. Krah). 

Cave Swallow: 2 at NE St. Petersburg 12 Mar (+J. Clayton, R. Smith); up to 2 at Disney’s 
Vero Beach Resort area {Indian River ) 18 Apr (C. Newton); 1 at State Road 50 28 Apr- 
18 May (S. Simmons, m. obs.). 

Barn Swallow: Up to 80 at Fort De Soto Park 10 Apr (E. Plage et al.). 

Carolina Chickadee: 1 at Frenchman’s Forest Nature Preserve ( Palm Beach ) 1 Mar-2 
May (m. obs.); 1 at Park Avenue ( Brevard ) 18 Apr (K. LeRoux). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: 1 at St. George Island SP 11 Apr (J. Murphy). 

Brown Creeper: 1 at Gainesville to 6 May (B. Ewing, C. Harding). 

Sedge Wren: 1 at Fort De Soto Park 24 Apr (+J. Groskopf et al.). 

Marsh Wren: 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 5 May (S. Simmons). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: 1 at Little Talbot Island SP {Duval) 7 Mar (B. Ewing); 1 at E 
Gulf Breeze 21 Apr (M. Brower). 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: 1 at Palm Harbor 8 Apr (M. Wilkinson). 

Veery: 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 11 Apr (L. Mathis, m. obs.); up to 3 in Alachua 19 
Apr-2 May (M. Manetz, N. Frade et al.); 1 at Sebring {Highlands) 27 Apr (J. Wiggins). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: 1 at George McGough Park ( Pinellas ) 11-13 Apr (+T. Young); 1 at 
St. George Island 18 Apr (J. Cavanagh); up to 6 at Alachua 20 Apr-9 May (N. Frade, 
D. Horton et al.). 

Swainson’s Thrush: 1 at South Elm Avenue {Seminole) 18 Apr (+L. Martin); up to 5 at 
Alachua 22-29 Apr (J. Mays, H. Jones et al.). 

Hermit Thrush: 1 at Fort De Soto Park 21 Apr (+J. Mileyka). 

Wood Thrush: 1 at Key West residence ( Monroe ) 1 Mar (C. Goodrich); 1 at Mead Botani¬ 
cal Gardens 8-21 Apr (M. Rozmarynowycz, m. obs.); up to 15 at Fort De Soto Park 
15-18 Apr {fide R. Smith). 

American Robin: 1 at Gainesville 5 May-EOS (G. Parks); 1 at Tallahassee 22 May (S. 
Phillips); 1 at Montecito Drive {Brevard) 29 May (C. Venuto). 

Gray Catbird: 214 at John R. Bonner Park {Pinellas) 23 Apr (C. Gjervold); 1 at Mead 
Botanical Gardens 11-26 May (L. Mathis); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 13 May 
(J. Mileyka). 
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*Bahama Mockingbird: 1 at Deering Estate ( Miami-Dade ) 20 Apr (Ra. Diaz); 1 at Lantana 
Nature Preserve ( Palm Beach ) 30 Apr-20 May (m. obs.); 1 at Gulfstream Shores, Key 
Largo ( Monroe ) 7-13 May (N. Frade); 1 at Hugh Taylor Birch SP ( Broward ) 16 May 
(m. obs.). 

Cedar Waxwing: 325 at Clearwater Beach 21 Apr (+R. Lane, D. Lane). 

Pin-tailed Whydah: 1 at Brooker Creek Preserve 18 May (+T. Mast). 

Scaly-breasted Munia: 20 at Big Lagoon 17 Apr (C. Tebay); 7 at Pensacola 18 May (J. 
Lloyd); 2 at Gulf Breeze 24 May (P. Blackburn). 

American Goldfinch: 1 at Pensacola 4-7 May (S. Mangram); 2 at University of Central 
Florida ( Orange ) 4 May (C. Olson). 

Ovenbird: 35 at Boca Ciega Millennium Park ( Pinellas ) 23 Apr (A. Aversa); 1 at Mead 
Botanical Gardens 13-15 May (M. Sharpe); 1 at Lake Lotus Park ( Seminole ) 13 May 
(G. Williams, m. obs.). 

Worm-eating Warbler: 6 at Fort De Soto Park 16 Apr (E. Plage et al.). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: 1 at Cypress Grove Park ( Orange ) 20 Apr (T. Rodriguez); 1 at 
Tallahassee 25 May-EOS (J. Cavanagh). 

Golden-winged Warbler: 1 at Fort Drum CA ( Indian River ) 12 Apr (G. Cornett); 1 at Sani- 
bel Lighthouse 16-17 Apr (m. obs.); 2 at Fort De Soto Park 16-17 Apr (+M. James); 1 at 
W St. Petersburg 17-18 Apr (+W. Tallyn); 2 at Egmont Key 22 Apr (+E. Plage, P. Plage). 

Blue-winged Warbler: 1 at Fort De Soto Park 31 Mar (G. Bodker); up to 6 throughout 
Pinellas 11-22 Apr ( fide R. Smith); up to 4 at Sanibel Lighthouse 16-18 Apr (D. Mc- 
Quade et al.); 1 at Demetree Park ( Orange ) 11-12 Apr (T. Rodriguez, m. obs.); 1 at 
Harry P. Leu Gardens ( Orange ) 21 Apr (J. Thornton); 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 22 
Apr (G. Becker, m. obs.); 2 at Egmont Key 22 Apr (+E. Plage, P. Plage). 

Black-and-white Warbler: 1 at Lake Lotus Park 13 May (P. Hueber). 

Prothonotary Warbler: 1 at Fort Mose (St. Johns ) 20 Mar (R. Webb); 1 at Highlands 
Hammock SP ( Highlands ) 3 Apr (S. Keefer); 4 singing at Thomas Creek Preserve 27 
May (K. Dailey, M. Dailey). 

Swainson’s Warbler: 2 at Tate’s Hell SF ( Franklin ) 1 Apr (J. Murphy); up to 9 in Pinellas 
6-22 Apr (fide R. Smith); 1 at Round Island Beach Park (Indian River ) 8 Apr (W. John¬ 
son); 2 at Turkey Creek Sanctuary 12 Apr (A. Hull, m. obs.); 1 at Lori Wilson Park 16 
Apr (P. Marvin); 1 at Maritime Hammock Sanctuary 18 Apr (C. Newton); 1 singing a 
mi le upstream at Thomas Creek Preserve 27 May (K. Dailey, M. Dailey). 

Tennessee Warbler: 20+ at Sanibel Lighthouse 16-20 Apr (m. obs.); up to 3 at Gainesville 
20-24 Apr (D. Segal, T. Anderson). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: 1 at Archbold Biological Station 27 Apr (D. Sherer). 

Nashville Warbler: 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 2 Mar (S. Simmons); 1 at Fort De Soto 
Park 23 Mar (+S. Tavaglione); 1 at Sugar Mill Botanical Gardens 6 Apr (J. Kendall); 1 
at Egmont Key 13 Apr (N. Miller-Brasure); 1 at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary (Santa 
Rosa ) 7 May (L. Kelly, L. Goodman, B. Furlow). 

Connecticut Warbler: 1 at St. George Island SP 13 May (J. Murphy). 

Kentucky Warbler: Up to 3 at Sanibel Lighthouse 11-20 Apr (m. obs.); 1 at Gainesville 
19 Apr (J. Mays). 

Hooded Warbler: Up to 15 singing at Thomas Creek Preserve 27 May (K. Dailey, M. 
Dailey). 

American Redstart: 1 at Wells Drive 1 Apr (A. Hull); 1 at Margaret Buschman Park 
(Volusia) 2 Apr (J. Kendall); 1 at Gemini Springs Park ( Volusia ) 2 Apr (A. Evenstad); 
1 at Lighthouse Point Park 3 Apr (B. White); 20 at Egmont Key 3 May (E. Plage). 

Cape May Warbler: 1 at Castaway Cove 15, 31 Mar-1 Apr (+W. Johnson); 1 at Oak Lane 
(Brevard) 25 Mar (P. Marvin); 1 at Wells Drive 28 Mar (A. Hull); 1 at Mead Botanical 
Gardens 1 Apr (K. Hamblett); 16 at Egmont Key 22 Apr (+E. Plage, P. Plage). 

Cerulean Warbler: 2 at St. George Island SP 15 Apr (+J. Murphy); 1 male at Fort De 
Soto Park 16 Apr (+M. James et al.); 1 at Gainesville 18 Apr (F. Goodwin). 
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Magnolia Warbler: 1 at Orlando Wetlands Park 4-6 Mar, 8, 28 Apr (J. Mileyka, m. obs.); 
1 at Roper Island Campground (Lake) 11 Mar (S. Boschert); 1 at John Chesnut Park 
(Pinellas) 18 Mar (+J. Clayton, M. James et al.); 1 at Embry Riddle Campus 23 Mar 
(S. Krah); 1 at Paynes Prairie Preserve SP 21 Apr (F. Goodwin). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: 1 at Turkey Creek Sanctuary 11-12 Apr (C. Ferro); 1 at W St. 
Petersburg 17 Apr (+W. Tallyn, P. Plage); up to 3 at Fort De Soto Park 25 Apr-1 May 
(M. Hughes, +J. Clayton, m. obs.); 1 at Eldora Hammock (Volusia) 6 May (T. Lee). 
Blackburnian Warbler: 1 at River Lakes CA ( Brevard ) 15 Mar (P. Marvin); 1 at Turkey 
Creek Sanctuary 14 Apr (C. Cimino, m. obs.); up to 3 at Sanibel Lighthouse 15-18 Apr 
(m. obs.); 3 at Fort De Soto Park 15-17 Apr (+J. Clayton, m. obs.); 1 at Newnans Lake 
18 Apr (L. Gaudette, J. Russo); 1 at Largo 21 Apr (A. Aversa, S. Aversa); 1 at N St. 
Petersburg 14 May (+J. Clayton). 

Yellow Warbler: 1 at Cameron Wright Park (Seminole) 31 Mar (S. Collins); 1 at Port 
Orange Causeway Park 10 Apr (K. Ramos); up to 5 at Alachua 18-29 Apr (J. Russo, 
F. Goodwin et al.); 1 at Brumley Road Trailhead 12 May (G. Williams); 1 at Possum 
Branch Preserve (Pinellas) 20 May (J. Sigismondi). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: 1 adult male at Mead Botanical Gardens 14 Apr (M. Abend); 
1 at Lake Seminole Park 16 Apr (C. Gjervold); 1 at Fort De Soto Park 16 Apr (+B. 
Hoffman); 1 at War Veterans’ Park (Pinellas) 17 Apr (C. Shavers); 1 at Isla Del Sol 
18 Apr (+R. Smith et al.); 3 at Fort De Soto Park 28 Apr (C. Newton); 1 at Coconut 
Point Sanctuary (Brevard) 29 Apr (S. Weber); 1 at Gulf Breeze 29 May (B. Duncan, 
L. Duncan). 

Blackpoll Warbler: 1 at Castaway Cove 9 Apr (+W. Johnson); 1 at Mead Botanical Gar¬ 
dens 11 Apr (B. Taylor). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: 1 at Henry P. Leu Gardens 14 Mar (+N. Tepper); 1 at Uni¬ 
versity of Central Florida 14 Mar (G. Leavens); 16 at Egmont Key 22 Apr (E. Plage). 
Palm Warbler: 1 at Lake Jessup CA 12 May (+L. Martin); 1 offshore Cape Canaveral 19 
May (S. Collins). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: 1 “Audubon’s” at Garden Key, Dry Tortugas NP 7 Apr (+G. 
Bodker). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: 1 “albilora ssp.” at St. Marks NWR 15 Apr (+J. O’Connell). 
*Townsend’s Warbler: 1 at a Key Largo residence 24 Mar-1 Apr (I. Hansen, m. obs.). 
Canada Warbler: 2 at Turkey Creek Sanctuary 11-12 Apr (C. Ferro, m. obs.). 

Wilson’s Warbler: 1 at Sugar Mill Botanical Gardens 11 Apr (A. Hull); 1 at St. George Is¬ 
land 18 Apr (J. Cavanagh); up to 4 at Alachua to 21 Apr (F. Goodwin, R. Rowan et al.). 
Yellow-breasted Chat: 1 at Tallahassee 1 Mar-16 Apr (+G. Griffin, P. Griffin); 1 at Tibet- 
Butler Preserve (Orange) 25 Mar (J. Yohannan); 1 at Demetree Park 10-13 Apr (T. 
Rodriguez, m. obs.); 1 at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive 19 May (J. Thornton). 
*Bananaquit: 1 adult at Lori Wilson Park 8, 14-16 Apr (P. Mansfield, m. obs.). 
Clay-colored Sparrow: 1 at McDonald Canal Boat Ramp 16-25 Mar (P. Hueber, m. obs.); 
1 at Castaway Cove 31 Mar (+W. Johnson); 1 at Fort White (Columbia) 15 Apr (J. 
Sulek); 1 at Guana River WMA (St. Johns) 28 Apr (+A. Tanner). 

Vesper Sparrow: 2 at Brooker Creek Preserve 7-30 Mar (C. Langan, m. obs.). 

Lark Sparrow: 1 at Bald Point SP 8 Mar (J. Murphy); 1 at Fort De Soto Park through 12 
Mar (B. Perry); 1 at Old Sebastian Point (St. Johns) 18 Apr (S. Killeen). 

Savannah Sparrow: 1 at Brumley Road Trailhead 12 May (S. Collins, m. obs.). 
Grasshopper Sparrow: 1 at Branan Field WEA (Duval) 4 Mar (+K. Dailey). 

Le Conte’s Sparrow: 1 at Lake Woodruff NWR 1-17 Mar (T. Lee, m. obs.). 

Song Sparrow: 1 at Lake Apopka Loop Trail 1 May (C. O’Neill-Thorne). 

Lincoln’s Sparrow: 1 at Royal Highlands Monarch Boulevard (Lake) 5 Mar (J. Walker); 
1 at St. Marks NWR 15 Apr (J. O’Connell, D. Asbell); 1-2 at Fort De Soto Park 15-22 
Apr (+M. James, E. Plage, E. Haney, J. Clayton); 1-2 at Boca Ciega Millennium Park 
17-18 Apr (C. Gjervold, R. Smith). 
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White-crowned Sparrow: 1 adult at Fort De Soto Park 25-31 Mar (+M. James, P. Bran¬ 
non). 

Dark-eyed Junco: 1 at Columbia City ( Columbia ) 30 Mar (J. Krummrich); 1 at Gulf 
Breeze 17-18 Apr (B. Duncan, L. Duncan); 1 at St. Marks NWR 17 Apr (+J. O’Connell). 
Summer Tanager: Up to 60 at Fort De Soto Park 16 Apr {fide R. Smith, m. obs.). 

Scarlet Tanager: Up to 70 at Fort De Soto Park 16 Apr {fide R. Smith, m. obs.). 

Western Tanager: 1 at Tallahassee 16 Mar (J. O’Connell); up to 3 at Alachua to 4 Apr (N. 
Hilliard, L. Weaver et al.); up to 3 continued at a Mandarin residence {Duval) through 
12 Mar {fide +D. Foster); 2 at another S Jacksonville feeder {Duval) 2 Mar (C. Mur¬ 
phy); 1 in Pensacola {Escambia) 3 Mar (B. Neitzel); 2 adult males at Mead Botanical 
Gardens 24 Mar-6 Apr (+L. Mathis, m. obs.); 1 male at Fort De Soto Park 19 Apr (M. 
James); 1 male at Fort De Soto Park 21 Apr {fide R. Smith, +M. James, m. obs.). 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: 1 at Turkey Creek Sanctuary 10 Apr (C. Ferro); up to 45 at 
Fort De Soto Park 15-17 Apr {fide R. Smith); 1 at Mead Botanical Gardens 13 May 
(M. Sharpe). 

Blue Grosbeak: Up to 35 at Fort De Soto Park 16-17 Apr {fide R. Smith, m. obs.). 

Indigo Bunting: Hundreds at Pinellas 16 Apr with as many as 80 at Fort De Soto Park 
{fide R. Smith). 

Painted Bunting: 1 female at Pensacola 25 Feb-10 Mar (M. McGahan); up to 12 at Fort 
De Soto Park 15-18 Apr {fide R. Smith); 1 female at Egmont Key 9 May (E. Plage, R. 
Smith). 

Dickcissel: 1 at Sweetwater Wetlands Park 14 Mar (G. Kent); 1 at Bayport {Hernando) 
16 Apr (J. McKay, A. Hansen, B. Hansen); 3 at Fort De Soto Park 16 Apr {fide R. 
Smith, +E. Plage, m. obs.); 3 at Boca Ciega Millennium Park 18 Apr (+W. Tallyn et 
al.); 7 at Seminole {Pinellas) 18 Apr (+W. Meehan); 1 at Lake Apopka NSRA, Apopka 
{Orange) 21 Apr (G. Leavens, m. obs.). 

Bobolink: 4 at Seminole 19 Apr (W. Meehan, T. Knuth); 20 at Egmont Key 22 Apr (P. 

Plage, E. Plage); ca. 200 at N St. Petersburg 7 May (+M. Burns et al.). 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: 1 at Newberry {Alachua) to 2 Apr (W. Hamilton). 

Rusty Blackbird: 5 at Gainesville to 7 Mar (G. Israel); 1 at Westside Industrial Park 11 
Mar (+A. Tanner); 1 at Port Orange Causeway Park 24 May (R. Peterson). 

Shiny Cowbird: 1 at Gainesville 4 Mar (B. Alt); 1 Viera Wetlands 7 Apr (M. Essenmach- 
er); 1 at Canaveral NS 13 May (D. LaGrange). 

Bronzed Cowbird: Up to 3 at Malabar Scrub Sanctuary {Brevard) 2-10 Apr {fide J. Eager, 
m. obs.); 1 at Alligator Point 27 Apr (+J. Murphy). 

Orchard Oriole: Up to 25 at Fort De Soto Park 15-21 Apr (+J. Clayton, +P. Brannon et 
al). 

*Bullock’s Oriole: 1 at Alligator Point 25 Apr (+J. Murphy), details to FOSRC. 
Baltimore Oriole: Up to 6 at Fort De Soto Park 16-21 Apr (+J. Clayton, +B. Hoffman). 

Contributors: Marilyn Abend, Bill Alt, Trina Anderson, Jim Arnett, Daphne Asbell, 
Anne Aversa, Steve Aversa, Greg Baker, Doug Beach, Tish Beach, Gail Becker, Lynn 
Erla Beegle, Craig Belsford, Brad Bergstrom, Nicole Besemer, Paul Blakeburn, Robert 
Blye, Greg Bodker, Shawn Boschert, Cindy Boyd, Peter Brannon, Steve Brookens, Cathy 
Brower, Michael Brower, Bonnie Brown, Mike Buccieri, Ioa Byrne, Brenda Callaway, 
Jerry Callaway, Ernie Cantelmo, Vince Capp, Lydia Cassidy, Rodney Cassidy, Samantha 
Cassidy, Jim Cavanaugh, Avery Chan, Andi Christman, Joshua Cichon, Carolyn Cimino, 
Will Chatfield-Taylor, JoAnna Clayton, Bruce Cochrane, Steve Collins, Elena Conser, 
Mark Cook, Anne Cooley, Greg Cornett, Lois Cozzi, Martha Cutler, Kevin Dailey, Marie 
Dailey, Debra Davies, Gaylee Dean, Richard Dean, Tim Dellinger, Gigi DelPizzo, Rangel 
Diaz, Andrew Dubill, D. J. Duerr, Curtis Duffield, Bob Duncan, Kathy Duncan, Lucy 
Duncan, Barry DuPuis, Madeleine Ely, Robert Emond, Lane Epps, Robert Epstein, 
Monica Essenmacher, Amy Evenstad, Charlie Ewell, Benjamin Ewing, Cheryl Farley, 
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Susan Fears, Christopher Ferro, Scott Fisher, David Foster, Noah Frade, Cole Fredricks, 
Bruce Furlow, Laura Gaudette, Ivy Gibbons, John Gibbons, Jerry Gibson, Colin Gjervold, 
Larry Goodman, Carl Goodrich, David Goodwin, Frank Goodwin, Lewis Gray, Richard 
Gray, Gary Griffin, Peg Griffin, John Groskopf, Karen Hamblett, Wendy Hamilton, 
Erik Haney, A1 Hansen, Bev Hansen, Inger Hansen, Courtenay Harding, Rhett Harper, 
Mitchell Harris, Gabrielle Harrison, Randy Harrod, Meredith Heather, Mark Hedden, 
Clay Henderson, Sharon Herman, Mario Hill, Nicole Hilliard, Adrian Hinkle, John 
Hintermister, Brett Hoffman, Andrew Holzinger, Harry Hooper, Alice Horst, Daniel 
Horton, Paul Hueber, Marie Hughes, Adam Hull, Glenn Israel, Melissa James, Will 
Johnson, Harrison Jones, Richard Kaskan, Amy Kearns, Susan Keefer, Mary Keim, Les 
Kelly, John Kendall, Adam Kent, Gina Kent, Sue Killeen, Sheila Klink, Tammy Knuth, 
Sam Krah, Andy Kratter, Jerry Krummrich, David LaGrange, Denise Lane, Robert 
Lane, Connor Langan, Nathan Langwald, Blair Laughlin, Gary Leavens, Janet Leavens, 
Felicia Lee, Tom Lee, Kay LeRoux, Sharon Levins, Michael Libbe, Collin Lima, Jan Lloyd, 
Mike Manetz, Larry Manfredi, Shelly Mangram, Phyllis Mansfield, Thomas Marshall, 
Leslie Martin, Marisa Martinez, Paul Marvin, Tom Mast, Bruce Matasick, Lori Mathis, 
Jonathan Mays, Marcy McGahan, Jim McKay, Mike McMillian, David McQuade, Becky 
McQueen, Deirdre Meehan, Wendy Meehan, Pam Meharg, Richard Merrigan, John 
Mileyka, Joseph Mileyka, Nora Miller-Brasure, Joe Milton, Sam Mitcham, Don Morrow, 
Cathy Murphy, Jeff Murphy, John Murphy, David Muth, Bill Neitzel, Christian Newton, 
Michael Nicodemus, Hugh Nicolay, Margaret O’Brien, Jeff O’Connell, Jason O’Connor, 
Cathy Olson, Collenn O’Neill-Thorne, Marla Owen, Kevin Palmer, Geoff Parks, Joanna 
Parlow, Breanna Perry, Roy Peterson, James Pfeiffer, Sunny Phillips, Sara Piotter, Eric 
Plage, Caroline Poli, Tracy Pope, Bruce Purdy, Steve Raduns, Nick Ramsey, Kim Ramos, 
Diane Reed, Paul Reed, Rich Rehrig, Lynn Reynolds, Douglas Richard, Kathy Rigling, 
Harry Robinson, Tom Rodriguez, Danny Rohan, Brook Rohman, Thomas Rohtsalu, 
Rex Rowan, Mark Rozmarynowycz, Anne Ruben, JoAnn Russo, David Scherer, Debbie 
Segal, Marcus Sharpe, Carl Shavers, Peter Shelton, David Shoch, Sherrie Siers, John 
Sigismondi, Scott Simmons, David Simpson, Allison Smith, Marvin Smith, Ron Smith, 
Scott Stafford, Robert Stalnaker, Nathan Swick, Jacqui Sulek, Wes Tallyn, Alta Tanner, 
Sue Tavaglione, Barbara Taylor, Carol Tebay, Nick Tepper, Joyce Thompson, John 
Thornton, Bente Torvund, Homer Trecartin, David True, Terry True, Bill Uttenweiler, 
Juan Valadez, Charlie Venuto, Nick Voris, Jerry Walker, Rich Ward, Ludovica Weaver, 
Ray Webb, Shalev Weber, Garrett Wee, Ann Weekley, Bradley White, Audrey Whitlock, 
J. Wiggins, Margie Wilkinson, Graham Williams, Mac Williams, Heather Wolf, Andrew 
Wurster, and Joe Yohannan. 

Report prepared by Kevin E. Dailey, state compiler (6661 Beatrix Drive, 
Jacksonville, Florida 32226, <kedailey@yahoo.com>). Regional compilers are Kevin 
E. Dailey, Robin Diaz (200 Ocean Lane Drive #PB-1, Key Biscayne, Florida 33149, 
<rd4birds@bellsouth.net>), Bob and Lucy Duncan (614 Fairpoint Drive, Gulf Breeze, 
Florida 32561, <Town_Point@bellsouth.net>), Jim Eager (350 Fillmore Ave., Apt F-18, 
Cape Canaveral, Florida, 32920, beachbirder@bellsouth.net), Charlie Ewell (115 SW 
51st Terrace, Cape Coral, Florida 33991, <anhinga42@comcast.net>), Bev Hansen (6573 
Pine Meadows Drive, Spring Hill, Florida 34606, <bevalhansen@gmail.com>), John 
Murphy (766 Alligator Drive, Alligator Point, Florida 32346, <southmoonunder@mchsi. 
com>), David Sherer (123 Main Drive, Venus, Florida 33960, <dlsherer@gmail.com>), 
and Ron Smith (1500 85th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33702, <rsmithbirds@ 
gmail.com>). 


FLORIDA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
TREASURER’S REPORT - 2017 

Account balances as of 31 December 2017: 


Account 

Balance 



Fidelity Account 

$227,612.52 



PayPal Account 

567.77 



Petty Cash 

95.26 



Total Assets 

$228,275.55 



Sales Tax Liability 

(113.37) 



Net Assets 

228,162.18 



Fund balances as of 31 December 2017: 



Fund 

Balance 



General Operating Fund 

$65,038.97 



Special Publications Fund 

46,131.93 



Cruickshank Fund 

48,595.93 



Robertson Fund 

23,175.80 



Endowment Fund 

40,622.09 



Friends of FFN 

4,597.46 



Total Assets 

228,162.18 



2017 Revenue and Expenses: 




Revenue 

Amount 

Expenses 

Amount 

Annual Membership Dues 

$8,590.00 

FFN Printing 

$5,289.31 

Life Membership Dues 

800.00 

FFN Color Printing 

750.00 

Interest/Asset Change in Value 

35,224.57 

Postage & Shipping 

896.32 

Page Charges 

150.00 

Operating Expenses 

1,294.25 

Meetings 

7,525.00 

Cost of T-shirt Sales 

895.73 

Special Publication Sales 

223.74 

Meetings 

6,127.90 

Silent Auction Revenue 

1,034.50 

Records Committee 

1,185.86 

Shirt Sales 

1,415.89 

Cruickshank Award 

2,000.00 

Misc. Operating Income 

319.20 

Robertson Award 

2,000.00 

Gifts, General Operating Fund 

769.00 

Keys Hawkwatch 

250.00 

Gifts, Cruickshank Fund 

100.0 

PayPal Fees 

105.86 

Gifts, Robertson Fund 

130.00 



Gifts, Endowment Fund 

135.00 



Gifts, Friends of FFN 

835.00 



Total 

$57,251.90 

Total 

$20,795.23 

Change in Net Assets: 




Totals 

Balance 



Net Assets 31 December 2016 

$191,705.51 



Total Revenue 2017 

57,251.90 



Total Expenses 2017 

(20,795.23) 



Net Assets 31 December 2017 

$228,162.18 




Charles H. Fisher, Jr., Treasurer 
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BE A FRIEND OF FFN 


Florida Field Naturalist is the journal of FOS, an important 
communication vehicle for the Florida scientific and birding community. 
Increasing costs need to be offset with a combination of member dues 
and contributions. 

Please consider a donation of $50, $100, $200 or more to FRIENDS 
OF FFN. Your gift will allow FFN to improve its artwork, including 
four-color photographs of rarities similar to the one of the state’s first 
Varied Bunting, published in the February 2006 issue, and other 
improvements in the content and appearance of our journal. 

Contributions to FRIENDS OF FFN will be added to a special 
endowment of FOS, the interest of which will be used to improve the 
journal. Please write a check payable to the Florida Ornithological 
Society and specify that the gift is for FOS Friends of FFN. Send 
your check to the Treasurer: Charles H. Fisher, Jr., c/o Reilly, Fisher 
& Solomon PA, 4950 W. Kennedy Blvd., Ste. 610, Tampa, FL 33609. 
Email: chflshercpa@hotmail.com 

We thank the following generous donors for contributing to 
FRIENDS OF FFN: 

2014 

Michael Brothers 
James E. Cavanagh, Jr. 

William Courser 
Silvio Crespo, Jr. 

Kevin & Marie Dailey 
Robin Diaz 
Todd Engstrom 
Stephen Gross 
David Hartgrove 
Larry Hribar 
Dennis Meritt 
John Murphy 
Wade Nolan 
Ann Paul 
William Post 
Nancy A. Prine 
St. Johns River WMD 

(In Memory of Judy Bryan) Michael Brothers 

Billi Wagner James E. Cavanagh, Jr. 


Anthony White 
Stuart R. Wilson 
Richard L. West 
Wilfred Yusek 
John L. Wuepper 

2015 

James E. Cavanagh, Jr. 
Silvio Crespo, Jr. 

Kevin & Marie Dailey 
Robin Diaz 
Todd Engstrom 
David Hartgrove 
Larry Hribar 
Dennis Meritt 
William Post 
Nancy A. Prine 

2016 
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Silvio Crespo, Jr. 

Kevin & Marie Dailey 
Robin Diaz 
Bob & Lucy Duncan 
Todd Engstrom 
David Goodwin 
Stephen Gross 
David Hartgrove 
Earl & Dorothy Horn 
Barbara C. Kittleson 
John Michael Murphy 
Stephen Nesbitt 
Will Post 
Nancy A. Prine 
Raymond G. Scory 
Paul Sykes 

2017 

Michael Brothers 
James E. Cavanagh, Jr. 
Silvio Crespo 
Kevin & Marie Dailey 
Robin Diaz 
Todd Engstrom 
David Goodwin 
David Hartgrove 
Earl & Dorothy Horn 


Fred & Charlotte Lohrer 

Travis & Karen MacClendon 

Dennis Meritt 

John Michael Murphy 

Ann Paul 

Will Post 

Walter K. Taylor 

2018 

James E. Cavanagh, Jr. 
Silvio Crespo 
Gary Davis 
Robin Diaz 
Todd Engstrom 
Roxanne Featherly 
David Goodwin 
Bev & A1 Hansen 
David Hartgrove 
Earl & Dorothy Horn 
Larry Hribar 

Travis & Karen MacClendon 
Michael McCarty 
Karl Miller 
John Michael Murphy 
Nancy A. Prine 
Raymond G. Scory 
Michelle Wilcox 



SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE 
FLORIDA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


M. C. Bowman. 1978. Species Index to Florida Bird Records in Audubon 
Field Notes and American Birds , Volumes 1-30, 1947-1967. Florida 
Ornithological Society Special Publication No. 1. xii + 43 pages. $4. 

J. A. Cox. 1987. Status and Distribution of the Florida Scrub Jay. Flor¬ 
ida Ornithological Society Special Publication No. 3. vii + 110 pages. $8. 

R. W. Loftin, G. E. Woolfenden, and J. A. Woolfenden. 1991. Florida 
Bird Records in American Birds and Audubon Field Notes (1947- 
1989): Species Index and County Gazetteer. Florida Ornithological 
Society Special Publication No. 4. xiv + 99 pages. $8. 

R. W. Loftin. 1991. West Indian Bird Records in American Birds and 
Audubon Field Notes (1947-1990): Species Index by Islands. Flor¬ 
ida Ornithological Society Special Publication No. 5. ix + 90 pages. $8. 

W. B. Robertson, Jr. and G. E. Woolfenden. 1992. Florida Bird Species: 
An Annotated List. Florida Ornithological Society Special Publication 
No. 6. ix + 260 pages. FOS members: $15 soft cover, $20 hard cover; 
Non-members: $18 soft cover, $23 hard cover. 

G. E. Woolfenden, W. B. Robertson, Jr., and J. Cox. 2006. The Breeding 
Birds of Florida. Florida Ornithological Society Special Publication 
No. 7. ii + 142 pages. $12. 

J. S. Greenlaw, B. Pranty, and R. Bowman. 2014. The Robertson and 
Woolfenden Florida Bird Species: An Annotated List. Florida Or¬ 
nithological Society Special Publication No. 8. viii + 435 pages. $24. 

To order Special Publications: Please send a check payable to 
the Florida Ornithological Society to the Treasurer: 

Charles H. Fisher, Jr. 
c/o Reilly, Fisher & Solomon PA 
4950 W. Kennedy Blvd., Ste. 610 
Tampa, FL 33609 

E-mail: chflshercpa@hotmail.com 

For Special Publication Number 8 only, there is a flat price of $24, which 
includes tax and shipping. 

For all other Special Publications, your check should include the price 
given in the list above plus tax and shipping as determined here: 

Shipping: Add $2 shipping for 1-5 copies; $4 for 6-10 copies. 

Sales Tax: Florida residents add the sales tax for the county in which the 
Special Publications will be delivered. Calculate the sales tax based on the 
total cost of the special publications plus shipping. 
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